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6 A I E following Sermons were preach- 
ed in the evenings of the Lord's Doy, and 
' were generally well received, The p!an of 
them 15 not entirely new ; nor, on the other 
hand, is..it very common.—tI/hatever ſ*:- 
ceſs has attended this attempt, it is ceriain, 
that ſuch diſcourſes, properly executed, would 
be both entertaining and inflruftive, Thz 
Author has not been able to come up to 152 
idea which be bad formed in his own mind, 
er to finiſh all which he had originally 
intended, 


Tris ſpecimen is now publiſhed, in hope 
that it will be uſeful, eſpecially to youth, by 
znciting them to read the Holy Scriptures, 


and by inflilling into their minds moral and 
religious truths, 


New-YoRE, September 6, 1791» 
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ſign unto thee from the Lord, that the 
Lord will do this thing that he hath ſpoken, 
Behold I will bring again the ſhadow of the 
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John H, Meyer do, 

John M. Maſon A. B. 
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Frederick Mabye 

 Bamnel Mitchell, Pennſylvania 


David M*Kmght do, 
David Mahon do. 
James M*Clintock Go, 
James M*Kee 00. 
john M*Kee, Sen. 00, 

| Mrs, Maria Minto N. Þ. 
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Rev, Richard C, Moore 

Peter Meſier, jun. 

Thamas W. Morris 
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Tyon Merrel 

Cornelius Mercereav Eſq, 

Cot. Jacob Mercereau 

Willam Mooney 

Rv. Walter Monteath, Drunſe 
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Robert Manley 

John Moore 

Daniel Mecker N. T.: 
Rev. Jedediah Morſe, Naſt, 
John A. Morris 

Jacob Morris 

Rev. Dr. John Maſon 
Miſe Suſannah Martenſe 
Rem Martenſc 

William Merril! 

Leffert Martenſc, june 
Abraham Meſerole 
Willam Maxwell, Eſg, 
John Myer 

Andrew M*Gown 
Charles Morgan 

John M*Burney 

Robert M*Mennomy 
James Martin, Baitimore 
Jbhn Martin 00.2 
John M- Clelian jun, do: 
Robert Mickle do. 


Abdicl M*<Altiſter, merchant, 
Hanover County, Maryland, 


I2. 
Duncan Mc*IntoſNh, Baltimore 
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David Noble, Eſq. Maſl. 
Valentine Nutter 
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Gabriel Nourſe &o. 
Tames W. Nicholſon 
James H, Neilion N. F. 
Col. John Niclion, do. 
John Neilion, jun. do. 
Capt. Anthony Nell 
John Neilſon, Bruwſwick, N. J. 
Abraham Northbag 
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Rev. Uzal Ogden, N. T. 
Stephen Oſbrander do, 
Ckzrles Ogden do, 
Michael Ortley 
Pichard Oliver 
Henry Ortley 
Ifracl Ogden 
Peter Ogilvie, Eſq. 
Adrian Onderdonck 
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His Excellency Wm. Pattcrſon, 

Governor, New-]Jerley, 
Carret Peterion 
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Abraham Prall 
Panic) Phoenix, Eſq! 
Alexander Proudfit 
Robert Peebles Eſq. Pennſyl. 
Robert Pcebles, do. 
Toſeph Potter do. 
Wilkam Potter do. 
Lewis S. Pintard N. F. 
Col. Richard Platt 3 
John Pool, jun. Brunſwick N, J]. 
ohn Plum do. 

Tabez Pierſon do, 
Jeremiah Platt, New-Haven 
John Parker 
John P. Pearſs 
Daniel Parcutt 
Jacob Polhemus, Eſq. 


Capt. John Quackenboſs 
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Walter Rutherford Eſq. 
Abraham Riker 

James Roe ; 
Jaccbus Raſbouck, jun. 
James Reolſevelt 
Nicholas Reomayne 
Anthony B. Rutgers 


| Joſeph Rohinſon 


John Rooſevclt 

Gerard Rutgers 
Cornelius C. Rooſevelt 
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Michael Kouberts do. 
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| Jacob Roome 


Cornelius Ray, Eſq. 
Hevry Remlen, Eſq. 
Henry Roome 

John Repaſe 


Mrs. Mary Read N. |. 
James Ruan :..- CO. 
John P. Ryerſs do* 
Ebenezer Rhea dos, 


Peter Rooſevelt 
Henry Rutledge 
Aris Ryertz | K 
Elijah Rofegrant, Brunſwick N ] Þ 
Rev F. Rowland, N. Hamp. 
Jeremiah Remſen 

John Rulſleil, Baltimore 
Rev. Lewis Richards, do, 


S. 
Tohn Slidell 


Benjamin Strong 
Comfort Sands, Eſq. 1% 
Dennis Striker 

Daniel Staubury 

Doctor Henry Sleight 
Oke. Snidam 

Miſs Eliza Southworth 
Toizph Strong, Eſq. 
Ifaac Stoutcnburgh, Flq, 
John Stagg 

John Stoutenburgh 
Cornelius B. Schbring 
Melan&on Smith, Eiq, 
George Snowdon, jult« R 
Johu I. Staples, jun. 
Peter Smith 

John Suydam 

Frederick $tcymets 
Willtam Steymets 
Jacobus Swartwout 

Uaac Sghiing 
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*Toſeph Stringham 

"William Roſs Smith, N. J. 
William Sickels do, 
Rev, Henry Schoonmaker 
ZTonathan Sturges, jun. 

James Stephenſon, A. B. N. ]. 
Rev. James Sproat, D- D. Phi- 


ladelphia 


tobert Smith do. 
Henry Stuber do. 


_ Shepherd, Philadelphia 


| _ Stagg, jun, do. 


fac Srowden do. 
icob Servols do. 
. Smith, Eſq. "Trenton, N. J. 


Bichard Smith Jun- 


:mes Stuart 
Henry Snyder 


Ars, 4nn Smith N. T. 
Mrs. Mary Stockton do, 


_ ? 


Miſs Mary Stockton do, 


hn T. Sayrs 
0epn Stanton 


John Rutledge Smith 
Benjamin Brir gh Smith 


cter Gerard Stuyveſant 


Rev. Peter Stryker 


H:ac Simonſon 
Simon Swaim 
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Door Moſes Scott, Brunſwick 


New- Jer{cy 

brakam Schuyler Eſq do. 
Ton Schureman do. 
klward Stevens do. 


apt, John Stryker dos 
mon Smith 

my Sayre N. ]. 

ln oh 0 Eſq 

zpt. Egbert E. Schooninakcr 
vo norratiy jun 

btor William Pitt Smith 
ward Shepherd 

lim Shute, Elizabeth-Town 
rs Dulbacias Stonchoule 
Grew Stockholm 
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Chriſtopher Sweedland 
Hendrick Suydam 
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Martin Schenck 
Lambert Schenck 
Francis Skilman 
Fernandus Suydam, Eſq. 
Peter 'T. Schenck 
Teunts Schenck 

Ifaac Snediker 

John B. Schuyler, Eſq. 
Rev. Samuel Snvith 
Maria Evan Schaick 
Robert Stewart 

Rev. Martiaus Schoonmaker 
Sarah Smith, Baltimore, 
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Mrs, Mary Teller 

Feter Thompſon 
Chriſtopher 'Vappen Fſq: 
Matthew Fen Eyck, Iſq. 
Peter '[appen, L1q. 

on Thom ion 
£ braham Tall!man 
Stephen Thorne 
Tacobh F, 'Futkill 
James Teller 
Rohert Troup, Eſq. 
Ahaſuerus Turk, 
Robert 'Tate, Pennſylvania 
Tor Thompſon Go. 
V:iiam 'Furner Co, 
Tefie Taylor N. T. 


Tohn "Iyicn, jun. 


N. J. 
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Cornelius "Ven Broeck, Prunfe 
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Jotn Ten Broeck 
Thomas & Andr.ws, Bolton 
Charles Titus, Eigq. 
Francis Titus 
John Taylor, Eſq: 
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Charles 


Paltimore 
Johu Terbune 
James Tods 


XX1 


Tarrence, merchant, 


Xx - SUBSCRIBERS. 
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U Peter Van Gaaſbuck, jun. 
Uranian Society Capt. John Van Luven 
V WMrs. A.Vergereaux N. Þ. 
Frederick Van Horne Iſaac Vervalen 
Daniel C. Verplanck Simen Van Antwerp 
Corne}jius C. Van Allen John Vanderhoof 
Gulian Verplanck Efq. John Vreelt nd 
Jobn Vanderbilt, Eſq. Cornelivs Van Aulen 
Mary Vermillyea Haac Vredenburgh 
Jacob Vermillyea M. Daniel Van Antwerp 
FTames Valentine | Rev. Rynicr Van Neſt 
Hon. Richard Varick, Eſq. Jeremiah Vanderbilt 
Mayor Matthias Van Dy- : 
Jacob Van Buſkirk Francis Vardervec rt 
John Van Kirk Miſs Nelly Von Dyck 
Rev. Abraham Van Horne Fhilip $. Van Renſſelaer, Eſq; 
Theodorus Van Wyck 4 bram Van Bremer 
Henry Van Harlingen Garrit I. Van 4len 
Rev. John M. Van Harlingen, Rutgert Van Brunr 
New-Jerfey R. }. Vandcn Broeck, Pnilad, 6 
Fdwerd Van Harlingen, Go. W 
Rudolph Van Dortſen Turis Wortman 
Jokn P. Van Neſs Sarah Williams | 
Abraham Varick 2 Viltam Walton, jun. 
Garrit * an Horne Henry Walton 
Jokn Vernon # braham M. Walton 
+ rdrew Van Puftirt, jun. £ Ibert Wyckoſt 
Michael Vandervoort - Feter Wynkop 
Tobias Van Z.andt Dirck Wefirunck, Eſq. 
Peter Van Zanct William Wiliams | 
John Van Winckel Peter W:ifon, Efg. projcfiuf 
Albert Van Voorhis N. }. Colaumbia College | 
Richard I. Van Horne Go, Etlas Wocd, NN. 7. 
Benjem'n Vancleve, 'TrentoD, TJToln W. Watkins 
New-Ferſey Herry Will, Efg. 
Thomas Vermillyea Jelip C. Wynkoop 
John Vancervoort John Waldron 
Jehn Van Dyke N. }. Miſs fane Waldron N. }. 
Do@or John Van Beuren Maifs Eliza Waldron 4s. 
Jacob Vreeland Adolph Waldron C0. 
Witham Van Neſt Refolve Waldron @Qo, 
William Van Deuſen, Brunſ- Alexander P. Waldron | 
wick New-Jerfey John Woodward, Philede!piua 
Davic Voorhecs CO. Joſegh Wheaton Go, 
John Voorhees do. Nathanie! H. White 


Jaques Voorhees do, Miſs Kitty Warner N. J 
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David Waldron 


$A lcxander White 3 do. Y 


_ anics Woods 

abraham Wood 

zerſhom Williams, Brunſwick, 

New-Jerſey 

"illiam Woodbridge Maſl. 

> Gen. Samuel B. Wcbb, 2 4 
 Renſielacr Welſterlo, Eſq, 


v- 


ond it being ifſicult to give all of them their proper ticles, it is hoped 


Moſes Yeomans, Eſq. : 

Capt, Edward Yard, Brunſwick 
New-Terſey 

John Young 


John J. Zabriſkie, N. ]: 


A comple fe return of the Subſe ribers noi | being obtained in time, 


 #Laf errors and omi;/ions will be excuſed. 
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CHARACTER axv DEATH or ABEL. 


Grnesrs 1v. 8. 


Anl Cann talked with AntL his brother : and it came t0 paſs, 
-vben they were in the field, that Gain rife up againſt Abel his 


brother, and flew him. 


LL ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God, and 
deſigned for our inftrudtion and 1mprovement. 
In this ichkt we are to conſider the Ives and charac- 


ters of men which are recorded, as well as the precepts, 


_ promiſes and threatemngs addreſſed to us. They all 


teach, that our duty and happincis confilt in the love 


of Cod and the love of man. 


I Have in view to call your attention to certain 
characters, both good and bad; to connect with them 
their nitory, as fer as is needful for iluftration, and to 


maxe ſuch obſcreations and refleCtions as may natural- 


Iv ariſe. -Some advantages will attend this manner. of 


B 


2 CHARACTER AvD 


preackiyg : Beſides not being common, it will bette? + 


&; 


{cloſe to us the feeret and deceitful windings of the 
.uman heart ; and intereſt us more by exhibiting vir- 
tuc and vice in real ife, When theſe are made to move 
1 I vw A 211m el] be 1 2 3 be: 4 - 
LL C:Ore Us, Ve CANNOL WELL BE INattentive to the beauty 
of the one, and the deformity of the other. As the 
impreſſion is the more ftrong, fo it is always the more 


laſking. 


Tur ſubje&t now choſen will not admit a full ſpect- 
z2n of what 1s intended. The hiſtory of AzBrL 1s 
ſhort, and his chara&er marked only by its being 
righteous. This 13 too general to give his peculiar 


qualities, or ſlow wherein he was diflinguiſhed from 


cther good men ; and therefore it will be neceffary is - 


this inſtance, and all cf the like kind, to take a large 
ſcope. We know nothing of thoſe remote ages, cx- 
cept what is found :{ the ſacred rolume, This emite 
a ray of light which enables us to Cittinguiſh a few 


ercat and important objects, but all the rell are buried 


in the thickeſt darkneſs, The death of Abel ts the moſt. 
re:narkable event recorded from the fall to the deluge ; 
and, ſhort as lis btory 13, we find him ſeveral times 

entioned with anpprobation in the New Teſtament. 
He ſands foremol! in that liſt of worthics cebrated 
in the eleventh chapter of the OH to the Hebrews ; 
and 1s declared, though dead, vet to ſbrab by the teſtt- 


þ- 


| 


DEA TH or AB E-L. 3 


mony which he recetved irom God. One would have 
ſ:ppoſed from this, that he would have been early cn- 
rolled in the Chriſtian church among the ancient patrt- 
archs and prophets, and yet it 13 remaikable that the 
Greek churches, who obſerve the feafts of all the 
others, have not done him the ſame honor ; and that his 
name 18 not to be found in any catalogue of ſaints until 
the tenth century. If this may be called neglect, it 
was unjuit ; he was ſurely entitled to a place. At th2 
ſame time, it 15 to be lamented that any names have 
ever been abuſed to the purpoſes of ſuperſtition anl 
idolatry. Let v3 attead to the Initory and character 
of Abc}, tozerher with the occaſion and circumitanccs 


=; hs | y 
OL 14S Gaaths 


He was the ſccond fon of Adam and Eve; and, a3 
to his occupation, a ſhepherd, At a certain tine, 
Cain, his eldeit krother, who was a Imſbandiman, 
brought an offering unto God of the fruits of the 
ground. Abel alſo brouglit an offering of the firit- 
ings of his lock. God was pleaſed to manifeſt. his dif- 


approbation of the cone, and lis acceptance of the 


| = - A . . . -” 
dtaer, v.luch fo exziperated Cain, that, fome time af- 


terward, he flew Abel his brothcr, Tis 1s the hiſtory, 
in ſew words, a3 related by Mofcs, The ftory 13 greatly 
amplified by many i:bulons circumitances in the Jew: 


uh writings, which have laid the foundation of that 
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poem 1n the German Janguage by Gefiner, called © the 


Death of Ahel;” a work more of fancy than of 


truth ; admiſſible in a poet, but improper in a hiſtori- 


ans. 


IT 1s not my purpoſe to go into a critical explana« 
tion of the words of ſcripture, ſave only to remark on 
the meaning of the names of theſe two brothers. Cain 
ignites gotien, or a preſſion 5 and the reaſon of this 
name 3s added, [ have golten, ſaid Eve, a man from the 
£6rd 5* by wich ſhe deſigned to expreſs, either her 
tiankfulneſs to God for his goodacfs, or her hope, 
{lat this ſon was the promiſed feed. Accordingly the 
words might be tranſlated, / have gotten a man, the 


Lord; meaning the Saviour promiſed. Abel fign:- 


ſics parity 5 and the name was deſigned to expreſs, 


ettner the low c{teem jn which ſhe held Inm compared 
with the other, or, in vencral, the vain and tranſitory 
fate of man z a name proplictic of the ſhort life of him 
to whom it was farit given. Let us enquire, why Ged 
accepted the offering of Abel and not that of Cain ? 


And what was the reaſon of Cain's wrath againlt Jus 
brother ! 
THnrxs:z things we learn with certainty from the wri- 


3 of the New Teftament. The Apoſtle expreſs:y 
Verſe I. | 
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informs us, that, Py faith Abel gfercd unto Ged @ n:re 
' excellent ſacrifice than Cain,* Some, 3 particularly amon:r 
; the Jews, have alledged, that Cain did not bring of 
' the beſt of his fruits, or that he Cid not bring them 12 
proper ſeaſon, and that therefore, God rected tus of- 
fering. But tie Apollle gives no other reaſon why 
Abel was preferrcd, than that of his being tlc lubjecr 
cf faith, It was not the quality of the oiterinn, but t 

Ciſpoſition of the offerer to winch God had rcotpz2ct. 
This 1s aiſo plainly impitcd 12 theſe words of the Lord 
to Cain—Z7/ thou dof? well, ſoait thou tot be acc fs Hah? 
Lind if thou oft not eveil, [in icth al tre door Ie Gd 


: : * L 5 - . P . - 
not preſent his oftering with purity of heart, and ft 


1 the promiſes 07 God : whereas Abel was rizhiieous 
in his temper and conduct. Tze Leheved in the pro- 
nuied tecd of the woman, and that on his account God 
would graciouſly pardon ang fave. | For the fac of 


this mediator the nerfon of Abc! was juſtified, and cons 


1c et his chering was accepted, Ofthus appro. 
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Abel, He obtained wiineſs that he was righteous, God ie/- 
tifying of his gifis.F Cain, ſeeing this, was filled with 
envy and rage, Being the fiſt-born, and enjoying 
certain privileges, he thought that he was likely now to 
be held in lower citimation than his brother. Fits heart 
roſe in immediate oppoſition to him, and indeed to God 
himſelf, "This wicked temper led him, in the end, to 
perpetrate the horrid murder. 'The Apoitle John 
aſcribes it to this very principle. Cain, fays he, was of 


that wicked one, and flew his brother : and whereſore 


flew he him 9 Becauſe his eaun works were evil, and his 


brether*s righteous. |. 


WERE 1t not recorded, and found by obſervation on 
human nature, one would think ſuch a degree of depra- 
vity ancredible. Is it fo that one man can hate ano- 
ther becauſe he 1s good and approved of Gcd ? No 
man will venture to profeſs this. Hatred always finds 
{ome other colour or pretext ; bnt there is in the Cor- 
roupt human heart, however diſguiſed, this root of en- 
mity. If man be oppoſed to the perfetions of the 
great God, he will alſo to bis fellow-men, as far as they 
relemble God. In the very firſt perſon deſcended from 
our fallen parents, this principle appeared in its molt 
lideous ſhape. Mankind were now few on the earth ; 
there were no examples to infe& ; there could be lit- 


t Heb, a, 44 | j I John Ill, 12, 
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tle or no cauſe of competition among them, and they 

fceded the counſel and aflittance of one another : and 
vet in theſe circymſtances we behold this malignant di!- 
poſition producing the moſt direful effe&ts. No mar, 
as has been ſaid, will profeſs this, and molt deceive 
themſelves by imputingg their conduct to other mo- 
tives 3 but this hidden enmity of the heart againſt holis 
neſs has occaſioned the efluhion of all the righteous 
blood which has been ſhed upon the earth. We find 
it operating in a lower degree conſtantly among men. 
Their eyes are evil, becauſe God is good, They envy 
others, their charaRer, their giits, and even their good- 
neſs, as far as 1t tends to promote reputation. Cain 
cared nothing for the approbation of God ; his ſole de- 
fre was to be eſteemed of men. He would have been 
willing, on this account, that they ſhould have thought 
| lim chiefly beloved of Heaven; and therefore, when 
| God publicly gave a token in favor of his brother, he 


was provoked to deſperate wrath. 


He talzed with Abel his brother ; whether in a 
triend'y manner, the better to conceal his intention 3 
whether by way of expoſtulation on imagined Injuries 3 
or WHEUNer in infultng language to provoke lum, thus 
| {eeking, an excuſe to kill him, 18 not certain. It 1s re- 
marked thiat in the Hebrew text, after the words, /a//- 


Sig ; . R . 
'« with his brother, there is a pauſe extraordinary, which 
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ſeems to imply farther matter. The Greek verſion 
ſupplies it with the words, Let vs go out into the fell 


In the Jewih wiitins, 18 added the converſation 


which ſhould have paſſed in the field ; and Cain is ſoy- 


poſed to have ſad, that * there was no judgment, nor 


judge, ner other worid to come, nor good reward fur 
jultice, nor vengeance for wicxedneſs,” and more to 
the ſame purpoſe ; all which Abel contradicted, and 
then Cain few him, Whatever might have been the 
ſabjcct and the nature of their Eiſcourſe, we are told, 
that when 11:37 evcre in the field, whnther Cain might 
have enticed _ other, or where he waited an oppor. 
tunity to find him, removec Irom the f1ght and inter- 
poſition of any of the Jjamily ; there, hurried on by 


lis diabolical paſſions, ke iretched forth His Land 


and flew him; there the envious and furious mon. 


tor, with a ſtone, club, or fome other initrument, 
ſied the blood of a man—of a righteous man—ot a 
brother :; there was the new eart}: firlt ſtained with hu 
man gore, and death firlt entered aiter fin, and begii 


o 


its horrid depredation on human kind, It Gs nt 
make a flow end gradual 2pnroach, but the temptcr 
who ſcluced men, inflicated them to inflict by »v.5 
lence death upon one anotker.—If any enquire why 
God ſuſſcred Cain to live when guilty of murder, a 


crime which was afterward, bv the divine lav!, punt 


— 
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| ed with death z and what was the mark which was 


ſet upon him ? To the firſt, it may be anſwered briefly, 


that the ſmall number of men as yet upon the carth, 


mizht be a reaſon why his life was prolonged ; and 


that he ryght notwithilanding be puntthed by the an- 
cuiſh of 31s ming, and afford an awful warning to others, 
As to the ſecond, it is a matter rather of curioſity, 


t4an of inflruction. If it were ſome mark on his bo- 


dy, or any token by which he was diſtinguiſhed, God 


12th not revealed what it was, and it does not concern 
us to know. "Phe conjetures have been various, and 
many of them too fanciful to mention. It 1s thought 
by ſome learacd commentators that the words ought to 
be rendered thus: God ſt a fign before Cain, to per- 
faade him, that <v3Tever ſhould find him- ſhould not kill 
him. Agrceably to this tranſlation, winch is counte- 
nanced by the Septuagint, and fcems natural and ob- 
vious enough, the meanino is, that Ged, in order to 


convince Cain that no one ſhould be permitted to hurt 


him, gave lim a fign, or wrought a miracle before 


him. Tf this interpretation be not admitted, but ſome 


external mark 1s thought to have always accompanicd 


| lim, it is uncdiſying to waſte our time in the purſuit of 


 waat is uncertain, and reſpeing which there has been 


ſuch a diverſity of opinions, When this luftory is 
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confidered complexly, it gives riſe to the following re- 


Aeaions : 


FirzsT, How oiten are parents miſtaken as to the 
future character and condition of their children ! From 
the names oven to theſe two, 1t would appcar, that 
much higher hopes were entertained of the one than 
of the other; and yet, in proceſs of time, the cafe was 

ex2Aly reverſed. He of whom leaſt was expected, 
was amiable in his temper and righteous in his conduc; 
was a comfort t> t3 parents and approved of God ; 
while the other, at firit a favorite, cauſed exceeding; 

crief by abandoning lumſelf to the commiſſion of wick- 
edneſs.— This ſhows alſo the danger and folly of ma 


king partial dift:in&ions between children ; and _ 


to excite to a careful performance of every duty t9- 


wirds them, depending upon the bleſſing of God tor 
fuccefs, Without the concurrence of his providence 
they will become neither good nor great ; but this does 
not ſuperſede the neceſſity and advantage of human 
enceavors. In thus, as in all other tlungs, we ought 
to adiere itrifity to duty, leaving the event wholly to 
God. Sometimes our hopes may be diſappointed, and 


again our fears may be removed ; but 1t 1s only a con- 


ſciouſneſs of having faithfully performed our part, that 


can give us true and laſting ſatisfaction, 


DEATH or AB EL; 1: 


SECONDLY, How great the danger of indulging fin- 
Fal paſions! We know not to what length they may 
hurry the ſubjects of them. It 1s not to be ſuppoſed 
that Cain's anger became, all at once, ſo ungovernable, 
of that he meditated at firſt the deftru&ion of his bro- 
ther ; but that his paſſions encreaſed by conſtant in« 
dulgence ; that ſuſpicion grew into coldneſs ; cold- 
nels into hatred or envy, which kindled at laſt into jea- 
lous rage. IWWhen luft hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
ſin; and fin, when it 1s fingſhed, bringeth forth death.* 
Happy are they who obtain the maltery over their pat- 
fions 1n younger life, or who are enabled Þy grace to 
ſubdue them ! When ticle uſurp dominion over re- 
ſon, they are, in their cifects, mott permcious to others, 
and render the ſubjects themſelves completely miſera- 
le. As all require care, ſo particularly, are the ap- 
proaches of a ſullen, diſcontented and envious diſpoſi- 
tion to be avoided, Perſons grow diſſatisfied with the 
dealing's of providence, with the proſperity and happi- 
neſs of others, and by cqnilantly brooding over their 
own misfortunes, ſoon become incapable of taſting the 


comforts of life. Satan, who ever watches for the ru- 


n of ſouls, takes this opportunity of ſuggeiting temp- 
tations to them. | 

Tre words uſed by the ſacred hiſtorian with reſpe& 
to Cain are few, but highly deſcriptive of his tempers 


* James i. 15. 
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Cain wes very wroth, and his countenance fell,* NN | 


could not diffemble his refentment. It was yitible in bi; 
countenance. Anger, at firft, burncd on lis cheek an 


darted from Ins eye ; it gradually ſettled into looks 


betokening envy, melancholy and diſcontent. He} 


wore no cheerful ſinites of complacence ; he fought ng 


company ; but, waketiul at night, fled to the delolate | 
wood, torn with the horrors of a {il more dark and de-f 


ſolate mind. This temper, thus inQuiged, drove lim 


to commut the atrocious deed ; and :z a dreadful warn- 


ing to all to rciit the onſet of ſinful paſſions, and to 


cueriſh by every mean, benevolence to all men. 0/h4- 


/2ever, lays the Apolile John, doth not righteouſneſs 1; 


not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. For 


this is the meſſage that ye have heard from the beginning, 
that eve ſhould love one another. Not as Cain, who vas 
of that wicked one, and flew his Lrother.* As we ought 
to cherith benevolence to all mankind, fo eſpecially, 
ought thofe who are connected by ties of blood, to live 
togetaer 1n peace and amity, Contentions among 
fach cauſe ſhame ard griei, expoſe them to. the cen- 


ſure of the world, and prove a fruitful ſource of mitery. 


PFrirpLy, Wearenot to judge of the ſpecial favor 
of God tov:nrd3 men, by their long continuance and 


proſperity in this world. The life of righteous At 


'* Vaſes, -' +21 John iii. 17: 12, 
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- 
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was indeed vanity. He was cruelly mnrdered in his 
prime and vigor, while wicked Cain ſurvived to build a 
city. He who confines his views entirely to this wortd, 
would be ready to doubt of a providence which dire&s 
and governs the affairs of men ; but if he take into 
conſideration a future ſtate, in which good men are per- 
fetly happy, he will praiſe Abel dead more than Cain 
living. He will ſee that God 1s a rewarder of the 
righteous. This ſeems to be the true meaning of 
theſe words of the Apoltle on this ſubjet, By zt, he 
being dead, yet ſheaketh ;* that 1s, by the teftimony 
which he received from God, that he was righteous, 
though he was flain, yet he 1s an evidence that God 
rewards the righteous. Seeing he was not rewarded 
in this world, it follows, that he had his reward in the 
other. This, perhaps, 1s the real ſpirit of the words ; 
though they bkewiſe imply that Abel is full celebra- 
ted for his faith, and loudly proclaim that only this can 


_ render us acceptable to God. 


Wars we behold 1n the death of Abel the firſt gla- 
ring inſtance of human depravity, we behold alſo the 
grace and power of the Redeemer promiſed to man. 


The toul of Abel, ſo far as we know, was the firſt that 


was pertealy waſhed and {anctified in the name of 


Chrift, and by the ſpirit of God ; the firſt admitted 
*" Hb: x1. 4, 


C 
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into the paraiſe above, and began there this fong=- | 


Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us from our fins in 
his non blogd,* He early ſaw and felt the dire efteQs 


of fin on this earth, and furcly God was good in grant- 


ing him ſo ſoon a releaſe from what mult have been 2 


Lag and weariſome pilgrimage. 


It is the want of faith which often makes us bewai! 


the death of the righteous. Ie look at the things which 


are ſeen, and -ohich are temporal, Were there no other 
ſtate than the preſent, we might well ſorrow as thoſe 
who have no hope ; but when we conſider that here i: 
not the place of our abode, and that the righteous en- 
ter upon an infinitely better ſtate, it ſhould filence our 
grief, Their death may be loſs to us, but it is gain 
to them. Faith looks not for Abel in the field of 
blood, but ſecs him, in a glor1ous company of martyrs, 


around the throne of God. 


Oxcr moors, We learn, that it 18 faith which ren- 
ders our perſons and ſervices acceptable to God. The 
rt pair in innocence were acceptable to him on ac- 
count of their perſonal obedience ; but after their fall 
they could be ſaved only by faith. In this way Abe! 
was righteous, and his ſacrifice was accepted. He he- 
teved the promiſes of God, and rclied on the merits ct 


*. "NEV: bo $o 
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Chriſt, who was the Lamb lain from the foundation of 


the world. 


OF this faith, we, my brethren, mult be partakers, 
if ever we be ſaved. We have now the cleareſt diſco- 
- veries of that method of ſalvation which the patriarcls 
and prophets ſaw but dimly. JVe have found him of 
whom Moſes in the law and ihe prophets aid write, Fe- 
ſus of Nazareth, the ſon of Foſeph.* Faith 1s that at 
by which we receive him for our ſalvation. Be per- 
ſuaded to ſeek this faith ; to afk it of God, whoſe cift 
it 183 to apply to he blood of ſprinkling, for cleanſing 
from all your guilt. It ſpeateth better things than that of 
Abel, Entreat alfo the influences of the holy Spirit 
to renew and purify your hearts. We have no righte- 
| ouſneſs of our own to recommend us. God will be well 
pleaſed with us, only for the ſake of Chriſt his ſon. In 


tum there 15 complete redemption. 


To this foundation for the pardon and favor of Gog, 
[ wiſh to lead you 1a the cloſe of this diſcourſe ; and 
to leave you with this unpreſſion, that evithout faith it 
© impoſſible to pleaſe him} Though you may never feel, 
like Cain, the turbulence and guilt of helliſh paſſions z 


nay, though you may be amiable in your natural diſpe-= 


tron 3 affectionate to your relatives; kind and 
* John 1. 45. +. Heb. xi. 24. +. Heb. xi. 6, 
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courteous in your behaviour to all; yet, unleſs you be 
united to the Lord Jeſus Chrift by faith, as the living 
principle of a holy obedience, you will pot with righte- 
ous Abel mect the final approbation of your Maker 
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CHARACTER and TRANSLATION 
or ENOCH. 


GrxESIS V. 2.4. 


417 ENoci talked with GoD, and be vas not - far God toak bin, 


OURattention hus been Iatcly called tothe charac- 

oy 
ter and death of the right-6us Abel ; with witcl 
was conneGed the hifllory of Cain, as far as it related 
to the ofher. I ſhallnot follew the fugitive and ONT» 
:zd, or ſhow the horrors of nund which accompanict 
tis Tuilt ; and that though God fuferea him to live 
O by SO bl 


yet it was for an awful ſpeQtacle to deter others from 


the ſame crime, 


Tax ſacred hiftorian, after mentioning the place 
v hither Cain wandered, and tic invention of ſeveral arts 


by his deſcendents, drops them in oblivion, except 


fome brief account of their extreme degeneracy vt 


C2 
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manners, inſnaring at length, by intercourſe, the wor- 


ſhippers of the true God and producing a general cor- 


ruption. 


In this chapter, he gives the genealogy of the firſt 
ten Patriarchs. Among theſe, Exocn 1s particularly 
celebrated for lus eminent piety and extraordinary end, 
He was the ſeventh perſon in a direct line from Adam, 
by Seth who was a /u&//itute for Abel ; and he 1s thus 
dillinguiſhed from Enoch the ſon of Cain, and the 
third pc: .uc: in the other hne. He ſtands next to Abel 
in that catalogue recorded in the epiſtle to the He- 
brews, and 13 mentioned with approbation in the epillle 


of Jude. 


"Two things offer themſelves to our conſideration on | 
this ſubject ; | | 


FixsT, The piety of Enoch ; he walked with Ged. 


SEconDLyY, His extraordinary end, or the reward of Þ 
his piety ; he <vas not ; for God took him. 

I. THERE 1s no metaphor more frequently uſed in 
ſcripture to point out the conduc or manner of life, 
t 


than this taken from the motion of the body, and calied 
walking. It ſignifies a good or a bad life, accord- I ; 
ing to the manner in which 1t 13 conne&ted. Thus, to 


walk after the fleſh, is to gratify its evil inchnations 3 
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and to evalk in the ways or commandments of God, is 
carefully to obſerve them. 'The propriety and force of 
the metaphor need not be particularly ſhown ; it 1s 
| perhaps more eaſily conceived than explained. We 
can hardly expreſs ourſelves on ſpiritual ſubje&ts but 
by allufion to material things. "The phraſe to walk 
cvith, or before God, is deſigned to expreſs a ſingular 
and eminent degree of piety, manifeſted by a regular 
and uniform condud ; by a perſevering progreſs in all 
the ways of a holy obedience. The fame »:ords are 
uſed in deſcribing the character of Noah. | Neah WAs 
a juſt man, and perfet in his generations, and Noah 
coalked with God. * The command of Almighty God 
to Abram was, Walk before me and be thou perfea.+ 
And this was the reſolution of the Pfalmiſt, after his 
experience of divine goodneſs, / will walk before the 
Lord. Weareto underſtand then, that Enoch gave 
| evidence of a life peculiarly and remarkably devoted to 
the ſervice of God. Let us inquire what is implied in 


tis character, —It 1s proper to obſerve, 


FissT, That Enoch was the ſubject of faith in the 
Redeemer. 'The Apoſtle, when ſhowing, on purpoſe, 
| the glorious effects of faith, mentions him as an exam- 
ple among many. He declares that Enoch had this 
| tetimony, that he pleaſed God ; $ and immediately adds, 


* Gen, Vis 9, + Gen, xvii. il. + Plalm cxvi.g. $ Heb. x1. 5. 
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20 CHARACTER- axD 
Without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him. What diſco- 


veries he had of the way of ſalvation cannot be known. 


Though they were, in many things imperfe&t, compa- 
red with thoſe which believers have under the goſpc!, 
yet, we know that his perſon muſt have been accepted 


as righteous, only through the merits of a Saviour who 


was promiſed, and that faith in him -was the living 


principle from which his obedience flowed. No finncr 
can be admitted to the favor of God but through the 
Mediator, and no ſinner will love and ferve God witl:- 
out hopes of his pardomng mercy. Enoch was the 
ſubject of faith, and his heart was changed and ſan*t- 
fied by the ſpirit of God, otherwiſe he could not have 
walked with him. Can {wo walk together, except the; 


be agreed © * 


IT is of the greateſt importance that we attend to 
this1n delineating every religious character, left we err 
in building on a falſe foundation. It ought to be in- 
culcated firſt a1d laſt, that true holineſs in man 1s 
attainable oniy in the way which God, 1in lus infinite 
£oodnels, hath provided. The religion of nature, 
though good in itſelf, is now defective and unavailiug 


for ſalvation. 


SECONDLY, Enoch did not join in the wicked der:- 
ces and practices of the men of his age 3 he was :ncor- 


* Amos ul. 3. 


"l 
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' rupted by theſe, Their example did not draw him 
| aſide, but, on the contrary, excited his indignation and 
abhorrence. "This ſhowed his piety to be ſincere, and 
made it the more conſpicuous. He aſſociated with 
thoſe who adhered to the true worf:ip of God, of 
whom, there were in lus day, full a number; and he 
oppoſed, with all his might, that torrent of wickednels 
which began to overſpread the earth. Ever fince the 
begiuning, even in times of the greateſt and molt 
rencral corruption of manners, God hath raited up 
witneſſes for himſelf. There have been thoſe who 
* vindicated kis bonor, and were obedient to his will ; 
| thoſe who bore teſlimony againſt the degeneracy of 
the world, and ſct a ndble example before it. The 
more profl:gate the day in which they lived, the more 
diſtinguiſhed indeed, has been their pious zeal; nor is 
the beackit of cuuinent men confines to their own TEne- 
| ration, but extends to all future ages. Such was 


\ Enoch; and this leads me to ſay, 


Ix the third place, That with courage aud zeal he 
acmoniſhed and reproved others, endeavoring their 
reformation. It appears from the epiſtle of Jude, that 
he was a prophet, and diſcharged his office with great 
boldneſs and faithfulneſs. The words are, Aud Enoch 
alſo, the ſeventh from Adam, prefphefeed of theſe, faying, 
Behold the Lord cometh with ten thouſand of his ſaints, to 


. ; . ! 
execute judgment uþon all, «nd i9 convince all that are un» 
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godly among them of all their ungodly deeds, which they | 
have ungodly committed, and of all their hard ſpeeches, 
which ungodly ſinners have ſpoken againſ{ him. * There | 


was formerly extant what was ſuppoſed to be the pro- | 


phecy of Enoch, and which was highly eſteemed by 


the ancients ; but, it is now thought to have been the 


work of ſome later hand; and that the Apoſtle did 
not quote this paſſage from any book, but, by inſpira- 
tion, ſpeaks of Enoch as having been a prophet, and 
as having denounced the judgments of God againſt the 
wickedneſs of the times. Holding this public ſtation, it 
became his duty to teach the will of God, and declare, 
as from him, the vengeance which would overtake un- 
godly ſinners. Every pious chara&ter, indeed, will be 

attentive not only to his own conduct, but anxious for 
that of others; and will contribute, as far as in his power, 
to the promotion of religion. He will be aftuated with 
zeal for the glory of God, and a tender concern for 
the welfare of his fellow-men. While ſome are called by 
their ſtation to bear a public teſtimony, all who walk 
with God, will exert their influence for him, and feel 
themſelves decpiy intereſted in ſupporting and recom- 


mcnding his laws. | 


FoukTHLY, Enoch conſidered himſelf as being 


always in the preſence, and under the obſervation of a 
* Jude xiv. I5, 
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yichteous God. This 1s, no doubt, an important 
thing in the deſcription of his character. He walked 
with God ; that is, the whole of his conduc was or- 
dered as in his fight ; not only that part of it which 
was viſible to men, but the very thoughts and defires 
of his heart, as being all open to the divine inſpeftion. 
This would lead him to ſet a f{trict guard on his heart 
and life z it would influence him both in his private and 
public charaQter ; it would enſure the faithful diſcharge 
of all the duties of his ſeveral relations ; and it would 
bring him to commit his ways to God, truſting in his 
protection, and acquieſcing in all the diſpoſals of his 


providence. 


He who conſtantly realizes the preſence of God 
will be chiefly deſirous to pleaſe him. He will not be 
ſo much ſolicitous what men will think or ſay, as how 
he ſhall approve himſelf to the great Judge of all. 
This is the conſideration which prevails in his ming 
and direts his ations ; and perhaps nothing more 
certainly marks a pious temper. What 1s the ſecret 
rotive of all our condua ? Is it that we may gain a 
tame and confidence among men ? Or, is it that we 
tay have the approbation of God? When enga- 
ed in the public duties of religion, what is it that 
ans the flame of devotion ? Is it the breath of mortals ? 


Vr is it the ſpirit of the Moſt High ? Do we view 
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ourſelves as ſtanding only before men ? Or do we con. 


ſider ourſelves as in. the preſence of a great and ho! 


God ? The firſt is the principle of action in the form. 


liſt and hypocrite ; the laſt, of him who loves tl | 
Lord. "The Phariſces, of old, performed their duti: | 
to be ſeen of men, that they might have glory of them;Þ 


but our bleſſed Saviour dires us to regard ſupreme!; 


the approbation of our Father who /ceth in ſecret, an! 


will judge us according to our real charatter. 'Thougiſ 
the pious man 1s not totally regardleſs of the opinu 


of others, yet he wiſhes ever to preſerve a good cor-ſſ 


ſcience before God ; and though he may ſometime: 


be improperly ſwayed by the ſentiments of the worll 


yet the glory of God 1s his great deſign. As long 
he walks with God, he ſeeks this principally, and al 


other things are of inferior concern. 


Wirn reſpe& to Enoch, the Apoſtle aſſures us, //u 


he pleaſed God, To whatever ridicule lus fiogularity 


might have expoſed him, and however grating hi 
counſels and reproofs might have been to finners, bY 


acquitted himſelf before God, and obtained from hin 


an honorable teſtimony. Let me only add, 


FarTHER, That Enoch maintained conſtant com 
munion with God ; and in this ſenſe, 1s ſaid to hav? 


walked with lum. He carcfully attended the public 


Tn 
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aſſemblies for worſhip, and all the ordinances of divine 
 infttitution. He embraced the opportunity of going 
into the ſpecial preſence of God, and bowing before 
him. He obſerved times of examining his own heart ; 
of placing himlel? as in the immediate :ght of God, 
and pouring out his ſupplications to him. Whether 
in private or public ; in the houſe, or by the way, his 


heart was with God. 


Nor was he a ſtranger to thoſe methods in which 
God then revealed his will to men ; by heavenly mef- 
ſengers, dreams and viſions. In theſe ways he learned 
the divine will and was obedient to it. Theſe have 
long fince ceaſed, and are not now to be expeQed ; but 
there 1s {till enjoyed converſe or communion with God, 
by the deſires of the heart going ont to him, and by 
his manifeſtations of himſelf. Piety is the ſame in 
every age, though the diſpenſations be different. 
There are always the ſame adoring views of the per- 
fections of God and the ſame deſire of conformity to 
him. When a perſon has great and conſtant diſcove- 
- ries of divine things, and his heart is continually under 
| the influence of them, he is ſaid to walk with God; 
aud this was the happy condition of Enoch, 


Thats: particulars which have been mentioned, enter 


uto the deſcription of the characer given him ; and 


D 
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they will be found in every godly perſon. Though 
the exerciſcs may not be in the fame degree, yet they 
will be of the ſame nature. This patriarch was fa- 
vored above many other ſaints, in the greatneſs and 
conſtancy of them ; for he walked with God. I pro 


 ceed now, 
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Enoch, or the reward of his picty ; he was not, for 


God took him, Some have interpreted theſe words to 
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fignify no more than his ſudden and early death ; or, 
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as if they informed us only of his ſhort hfe when com- 
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pared with the other patriarchs ; he not hving more 
than three hundred and ſixty-five years. But, 1t is 
very evident ſrom the words in the epiſtle to the He- 


brews, that God tranſlated him ; removed his body as 


well as his ſoul into Heaven, as was the caſe afterward 
with the prophet Eljah. By fauh Enoch was tranſla- 
ted, that he ſhould not ſee death ; and was not fount!, 
becauſe God had tranſlated him.* In theſe words we | 
are told plainly, that he did not ſee death. There was Þ | 
no ſeparation of his ſoul from his body, which makes ſÞ « 
what is called death, = 


[| Bes1Des, as one has july obſerved, if we interpre: @Þ { 


i | the words to mean only his death, we will find an uſc- 
L 7 
Þ: * Hub, xi, 5, 
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leſs tautology or repetition in them. JU[7e was not, for 
God took him ; that 1s, he died, for God removed him by 
death. But, if interpreted the other way, they have 
great propriety and force. Fe vas not ; he conti- 
nued no longer upon this earth ; he was not to be 
found either among the living or the dead, for God 
took him ; conveyed his whole perſon into Heaven. 
| here is no need to dwell longer upon this, the words 
which have been quoted from the New Teſtament be- 
ing ſufficiently clear and explicit, They are the beſt 
and the only comment which can be admitted. God 
was pleaſed as a reward of the ſinguiar and remarkable 
piety of Enoch, and for other wite purpoſes, to ſhow 


this great token of his kindnets to kim. 


Ix what manner he was taken up 18 not related. 
We know that at the aſcenſion of our Lord a cloud 
received him, and that Elijah was borne away by hor/cs 
and chariots of fire. In ſome ſuch way, we may con- 
ceive that Enoch, by the miniitry of angels, was raiſed 
from earth and carried into Heaven ; his mortal being 
changed into immortality, and his corruptible into 
Incorruption 3 in a moment, in the twinkling of- an 
eye, ſimilar to the change which ſhall paſs upon thoſe 


tound alive, when the trumpet ſhall ſound, 


As his tranſlation would be a convincing and in- 


itruQive Icſſon to mankind, it is reaſonable to think 
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that it was public and viſible ; at leaſt, that there were 
a number of credible witneſſes who could atteſt it. 
By thts God aſſured taem of a future and immortal 
Rate of bliſs ; where the bodies as well as the ſouls of 
the nghteous ſhould dwell and be forever happy. Such 
an example they needed, when we conſider that they 
had ſeen the body of righteous Abel return to the 
duit ; and that about fifty-ſeven years before this, 
Adam, the father of all living, had yielded his breath, 
and his body had been ſorrowfully committed to the 
cround, out of which it had been taken. God, who 
ſuits his diſpenſations to the neceſſities of his people, 
gave them, therefore, an inſtance of a human body tri- 
umphing over death, and prepared to inherit everlaſting 


joys. He thus ſupported them under their fears, ani- 
mated their hopes, and ſtrengthened their faith. 


THe tranſlation of Enoch may hkewiſe be confi- 
dered as a confirmation of his mifſion, Admitting 
that he wrought no muracles while he Iived, his extra- 
ordinary removal from earth, was an evidence, that he 
was a true prophet, and that the things which he had 
declared, required the moſt ſerious attention and conli- 
deration of men. Amidit the gencral corruption of 
the age, it loudly teſtified, that there is a God who 
judgeth on the earth, and who will reward the rightc- 


ous and puniſh the wicked, 
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\ SuFFER me now to turn your attention to ſome re-- 


flections arifing from this ſubject, 


FixsT, We learn, that it is picty which gives any 
character a real value, There are traditions which 
aſcribe to Enoch great learning and knowledge ; but 
whatever might have been the natural and acqured 
endowments of his mind, he 1s celebrated in the ſcrip- 
ture, only for the conformity of his heart and life to 
the will of God. For this he ſtands on record and is 
propoſed for imitat;on.. 

TrHar human acquiremeuts are to be ſought, and. 
are ſerviceable to mankind, 1s, no doubt, true, We 
condemn not the race of Cain for building cities, and. 
for the invention of the arts of civilized life ; but when 
theſe are ſeparated from an attention to the duties of 
:cligion, we cannot praiſe their characters, nor think 
them happy. Tt is infinitcly better to be good than 
to be great ; to have the favor of Gud than to com- 
mand the world. Though extraordinary gifts may 
excite the admiration and envy of men, yet they are of 
little account in his eyes, who ſfecth not as man feeth.. 
And of what advantage are they to the poſſeſfor, when 
he muſt leave all earthly ſcenes forever ? Can they pro- | 
cure him admiilion into the 


jo7's of Heaven? Mo; 


D3 
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evithoul holineſs, no man ſhall fee the Lord. * While vc 


acknowledge this truth, it ſhould, at the ſame time, af. 
ford us conſolation. Few can expe& to attract the 
notice of men, but all may obtain the favor and appro- 
bation of God, by faith in the Saviour, and a life dc. 
voted to his ſervice. Let this then, my brethren, bc 
the main object of our purſuit ; this, the height at 
which our ambition aims, We ſhall, thus, be truly 


great here, and eternally happy hereaiter, 


Ix the ſecond place, We ſee how different are the 
dealings of God with reſpe& to the removal of his peo- 
ple from this world. As in treating of the death of 
Abe], it was obſerved, that we muſt not judge of the 
ſpecial favor of God towards men, on account of their 
long continuance and proſperity on earth ; that Abel 
was early cut down, while Cain ſurvived ; fo it may bc 
obſerved here, that the circumſtances attending the 
Ceath of the ſaints themſelves are various. Abel ſut- 
fered a violent death, but Enoch wes tranſlated. 
"Though Cain might be miſerable while he lived, and 
his very living be a puniſhment for his crime, yet as h:s 
caſe compared with Abels afforded ſome fourdatic! 


for a remark which 1s, in :tf{elf, certainly juſt ; fo the 


tranſlation of Enoch compared with the murder oi. 


Abel affords foundation for this remark no leſs juſt ; 
that the time and manner of death to the ſaints are ex- 
| bo Heb, xii, FT 4, 
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ceedingly various, Some die early, others live long ; 
ſome die ſuddenly, others linger under diſeaſe and 
pain, None ought to expect an exemption from the 
evils neceſſarily attendant -on the ſtate of mortality ; 
nor ought they to be very ſolicitous about them. We 
may not chooſe the time, nor the manner of our death 
hut leave theſe to the direCtion of a wiſe and merciful 
God, being allured that, if we love him, it ſhall be well 


with us, happen when and how 1t will, 


MosrT men ſeem to ſhrink at the thoughts of a ſud- 
aa death, and to deprecate its coming upon them 
unawares ;z and yet to the pious man, it 1s certainly a 
favor. He 1s freed from tedious pains, from the fears 
of diſſolution, and from the diltreſs of weeping friends. 
Like Enoch, he ſees not death, when the tranſition is 
almoft imperceptible from this earthly tabernacle to the 
houſe in Heaven. —The reaſon why it 1s dreaded 1s, be- 
ſides the natural averſion, a conſciouſneſs of unfitneſs 
to appear before a holy God. The great concern 
then is, to labour for a ſtate of habitual preparation ; 
to be found in the commiſſion of no ſin, and in the 
 ofſion of no duty ; to walk with God 3 to commune 
ith him upon earth z to have our /cins girt and our 

lamps burning ; that ſo we may be ready to go ferth to 
| meet the bridegroom, whenever the cry is made, Behold, 


— 


he cometh ! Then, if it ſhould be at midnight ; at a time 
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of all others the moſt unexpeRed, inſtead of ſurpriſc 


and confuſion, compoſure and joy will attend us. 


TrisDLy, Let this ſubje& be improved by way of | , 
examination into our own characters before God. "The Þ ; 
deſcription of Enoch's charaQer 1s a deſcription of Þ ; 
true reh1g10n. Perſons often give peace to their con-Þ , 


ſciences, by alledging that the ſame degree of grace 


_- 


found in the ſaints recorded in ſcripture, is not nece!. 


ſary nor attainable by all. Beware of deception on 


this head ; for it 1s always a bad fign when perſons rc{ 
in any attainments, or what they ſuppoſe a ſuiſiciency Þ it 
of grace to ſecure their happineſs. Thus temper is op- Þ e 


poſed to the very nature of true grace, wich reach. Þþ t} 


forth unto. the things which are before, and preſles W n 


towards perfeRion itſeif, Beſiges, grace is always Cil-i 
Linguiſhed by the ſame marks, and attended, in ſome I \, 
degree, by the ſame exercilcs. It'is not one t]ing wu 4, 
Enoch, another in David, another in the Apoſtle Pa:!), by 
and {till another in the Chriſtian at thus day. It wva- i 6 
11ably, in every age, conſilts in obcdicnce to the laws : 


of God, from a principle of love to him, aud aſſurance WF pe 


of his favor through the merits of the Receemer, bo 


Harg we reaſon to think, that we are the ſubjcc: 
of faith in Chriſt ? That we are conformed in heart tv 
God ? Do we abſtain from all the ways of ſin! An 


do we, as far as we have opportunity, reprove «6 
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endeavour to reform tranſgreſſors ? Do we a& as in 
the preſence and under the obſervation of God ? Do 
we ſeek communion with him in his word and in his 
ordinances ? Surely theſe. things are true of every child 
of God. Are they true of us? Be afraid, my bre- 
thren, leſt any of you be deceived in this matter. Pray 


to God to ſearch and try you; to teach you both 


your danger and your remedy, while you are ſtill in 


the place of hope. 


Aras! Are there not many who ſeldom have God 
in their thoughts ? Who behold the works of his hands, 
enjoy the bounties of his providence, and never lift 
their kearts to the beneficent Author of all ? Are there 
| not many who live in peace, if they can keep their fins 
concealed from men ? Who, if they can ſupport an 
| unblameable charaer with others, are not attentive 

to maintain purity of mind ? Were you to be judged 


by men, this might avail you ; but remember that 


God fearcheth the heart and trieth the reins. No dif- 


guiſe can cover from him ; no darkneſs through which 
his eye does not penetrate. Are there evils which 
en are aſhamed to commit before the ſun ? Faint 
image of its Maker ! Do you ſhun the face of day ? 
And will you not regard God who is light, and in 
whem is no darkneſs at all ?—Sianers, be entreated, 


Wile in the land of the living, to acquaint yourſelves 
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now with God, and be at peace with him ; that golf 


may come unto you. Behold his glory in the Heavens 


above and in the earth beneath. Behold it eſpecially, 
in the face of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt. Out of him Gul 
is a conſuming fire to the workers of iniquity ; but in 


him he can be reconciled to you ; and while his jul. 


tice is ſatisfied, his mercy be extended to the guilty 
and miſerable. Betake yourſelves without delay ty 
this bleſſed door of hope opened unto you in the ever. 
laſing goſpel. 


To concLupe, How far do thoſe of you, my bre 
thren, who have devoted yourſelves to God, come ſo: 
of what you ought to be! What ground of ſnams, 
that you are ſo much affected with the ſentiments ci 


men, and ſo little with the judgment of God ! How 


cold in your affcQtions! How backward to your duty 
Pe exhorted to double your dibgence. Cultivate an 
impreſſion of the divine preſence, as the beft preſerve 
tive againſt temptation, the ſureſt ſupport under afiiic- 
tion, and the ftrongeiſt motive to duty. Be encourt 
ged by the promiſes of God, by wheat he hath Cone 
tor his people from the beginning, and by the gloriu:: 
reward in proſpect, to perſevere amidit all the &:ifou 
ties to which you are expoſed. The grace of God i: 
ſufficient for you, Jeſus Chritt will make you mc:* 


than conquerors, How gloricus the time, whea 77 
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Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven with a ſSout, with 
the voice of the arch-angel, and with the trump of God ; 
when the dead in Chrift ſhall riſe firſt, and thoſe which are 
alive ſhall be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air, Then innumerable believers, 


' Bke Enoch, ſhall aſcend to be ever with the Lord. 


' Wherefore, comfort one another with theſe words, * 


* I Theſl, 1v. 16. 17. 18, 
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GENESIS IX. 20. 21. 


And Noaun beyan to be an huſvandman, and he planted a vineyard, 
And he drank of the ine and was drunken, and he was uncovered 


Teithin his tent, 


HE choice of theſe words would feem ſingular, 
were it not in proſecution ofa plan to delineate 
ecrtain characters in the ſcriptures. Thoſe ancient 
worthies Abel and Enoch, have already paſſed in re- 
1ew; and the next preſented to our particular attention 
'S NoAn, the venerable father of that race of men whicl 
te-peopled the carth after the flood. 'The exception- 
able part of his charaQer is not choſen, becauſe it 1s 
2freeable to dwell on the failings of men, but becauſe, 
't rightly improved, it will afford an inſtructive leſſon. 
Vhile the virtues of others call for our imitation, their 
fulings ſerve to warn us of danger. Had we fixed on 


the deſcription of his general charaRer, we would have 
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been led to the ſame truths which were ſuggeſted by 
the chera&er of Enoch ; for both theſe perſons have 
this excellent teſtimony, that they walked with God. — 
It 1s not my purpoſe to attend to the hiſtory of the 
flood,-or to the prophecy of Noah concerning his ſons 
which fullows the paſſage now read, farther than they 


may tend to illuſtration. 


Noa, the ſon of Lamech, and the tenth perſon in 
a dirc& line from Adam, lived at a time when the wick- 
edneſs of men was great and general on the earth, 
Amidſt this almoſt univerſal corruption, he adhered to 
the worſhip of the true God, and exhibited an example 
of piety and virtue. He 1s called by the Apoſtle Pc- 
ter, a preacher of righteouſueſs. * He, no doubt, :n 
words, warned men of the judgments which their fins 
would bring upon them ; as well as by the building of 
the ark, 1n which he was a long time employed ; and 
which was a conſtant, and ought to have been an affec- 
ting lefſon on this head, By faith, ſays the Apoſtle, 
Woah being warned of God of things not ſeen as yet, moved 
_ evith fear, prepared an ark to the ſaving of his houſe ; !» 
the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the 
righteouſneſs which ts by faith. + Tas rightcous pcr- 
ſon, having found faror in the eyes of the Lord, was 
preſerved with his family, together with ſuch animls 

* 2 Pet. 1-3: + Heb. xi. 7. 
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as he was directed to take into the ark ; while all the 


reſt of mankind, and every hving creature were de- 


ſtroyed by the flood. 


AFTER the waters had ſubſided, and Noah had 
" come out. of the ark, we find an evidence of his picty. 
He buitt an altar and offered ſacrifice, with which God 
was pleaſed ; who, beſides ſeveral other inſtances of 
his kindneſs, promiſed, that all fleſh ſhould no more be 
deſtroyed with water ; but that vhile the earth re- 
mained, ſeed-time and harveſl, and cold and heat, and 
ſummer and winter, and day and night fhou!d not ceaſe. 
As a token of this covenant to all generations, God 


ſet his bow 1n the cloud. 


Tur flood had not ſo deſtroyed the roots or ſeeds of 
trees, plants and other vegetables but that when the 
earth was dried, and felt the genial influence of the 
| ſun, they again ſprang up. 'The black and diſmal walte 
was ſucceeded by verdant ſpors, until the hills and val- 
lies gradually ſmiled on every ſide. Noah, invited by 
pleaſure, as well as led by neceſſity and duty, betook 
lumſelf to the cultivation of the ground. He be- 
| owed a foſtering care on the riſing plants, removed 
them to a more favorable ſituation, and cheriſhed the 
growth of ſuch as were moſt ſerviceable to the ſupport 
and comfort of life, Ze began, ſays the ſacred hiſto- 


* Gen. Vil. 22. 


420 CHARACTER or NOAH. 


rian, to be an huſbandman 5 by which we are not to un- 
deritand, that he had not been one bcfore, the word 
b:rgin being often applied in ſcripture to him who con- 
tinues, or repeats an aCtion begun formerly. | He reſu- 
med that occupation in which he had been employed 
previous to the flood, and was interrupted only during 
the time of preparing the ark. Being a good man, 


he did not lead an idle or inactive life, but contributed 


his ſhare to the welfare of ſociety. In ancient days, 


nothing was eſteemed more honorable, and more wor- 
thy of atteation than the art of agriculture, Our firlt 
parents were placed in a garden in order to dreſs it. 
Noah, the father of the new world, cultivated a plante- 
tion, and the examples of the greateſt men, and the 


encomiums of the fineſt writers 1n every age, might be 


added in favor of this employment. 


AmoxGs other improvements, Noah planted a vine- 


yard; and was probably the firſt perſon who preſſed 


the juice from the grape ſo as to make wine. Here, 
we would willingly ſtop, were it conſiſtent with truth 
and duty ; but Moſes, who was a faithful hiſtorian, 1n- 
forms us, that Noah drank of the wine and was drunken. 
In taſting the fruit of his labours he went to ſuch excels, 
that he became intoxicated, as it would ſeem, to a 
ſhameful degree. 'This is the extraordinary account 


given of a preacher and a prophet, of one who walked 


. 
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with God, and received from him repeated tokens of. 


bis ſpecial favor. Inſtead of mocking, like wicked: 


Ham, at the ſituation of our father, let us, like his 
dutiful children, Shem and Japhet, cover his failings as. 
far as we can. When perſons have a due ſenſe of them- 
ſelves, it will ſoften their rigour towards others. They 
will be diſpoſed to pity and forbear, .rather than to cen- 
ſure and condemn. Eſpecially will the fins of the 
profeſſors of region excite ſorrow. and fear in their 
hearts; ſorrow for the diſhonor done to God, and 
fear leſt they alſo be. tempted. They will. not rejoice 
like the profane, . but mourn the tranſgreſſion, and re- 
folve to put a.double. guard on themſelves. Let us 
then, 1f we cannot totally excuſe Noah, . ingenuouſly 


confeſs and lament his crime, and improve it to good 


| purpoſes. Interpreters have offered ſeveral excuſes 


for his conduct. . 


FigxsT, It has been ſaid, that he might.have been - 


unacquainted with the nature and. ſtrength of the 
liquor ; that though the world was now more than one 
thouſand fix hundred and fifty-fix cars old, yet wine 
had never been made before z or that this was, at leaſt 
to him, the firſt experiment. It is certain, that this 
is the earlieſt account which is come down to us ; and 


if this were really the firſt time wine was made, or the 


rſt time ever Noah had any expericnce of its nature, 
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the excuſe may be admitted. We can caſily conceive 
how one, who had never taſted any thing of this kind, 
never felt the effe&t of it on himſelf, or ſeen it in any. 
ther, might be betrayed and overcome. We know 
that children become intoxicated in this way, and we 
do not call them drunkards ; yea, we hold them, in the 
firſt inſtance, innocent ; eſpecially, if they were not 
forewarned. A perſon ſeems no more guilty in this 
caſe, than he who unwarily chews a poiſonous herh, 
or drinks a deadly potion. It is to be obſcrved alto, 
that Noa? ſtands charged only once ; and, it we attend 
to the ſcope of the hiſtorian, his great de*gn 18s not ſo 
much to inform us of the drunkenneſs, as of the occa- 
Hon on which the Canaanites were curſed, Thus cx- 
cuſe will receive additional force, if we can believe the 
Jewiſh tradition, that the vine which Noah planted was 
not of ordinary growth, but had been carried down 
the river out of paradiſe and found by him. Though, 
indecd, there be a ſimilarity between Adam and Noah, 
the one having tranſgreſſed by eating, and the other 
by drinking the fruit of a tree, and the ſhame of both 
diſcovered, yet we cannot certainly infer, that the ret 
of knowledge of good and evil was a vine; that it was of 
this kind which Noah found and planted ; and that it 
had a peculiar quality with which he was entirely unac- 


quainted, 'This 1s rather inventing an excuſe, and vn! 


too which has little probability, 


It 


a 
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AGain, It has been ſaid, that he was the more 
cahly overcome þy reaſon of his age and infirmities, 
We know that he came out of the ark in the fix hun- 
dred and firſt year of his age, and that he died when 
he was nine hundred and fifty years old ; but, at what 
particular time this affair happened, cannot be known ; 
probably a conſiderable number of years after the 
| flood. If he were now old, and the vigour of his na- 
ture had greatly declined, a ſmall quantity of wine 
would prove injurious to him ; eſpecially, if we conſi- 
der him as wholly unaccuſtomed to it. Add: too, that 
he might be allured by the refreſhment and ſpirits 
which it would at firſt impart. His infirmities might 
encourage the draught, and finding them alleviated, he 


might be led to repeat it to a meaſure, which his 


ſtrength could by no means bear. Tt 1s found by cx- 


perience, that in the decay and weakneſs of old age, 
intoxication is more eafily produced, than when the 


body 1s 1n its prime, 


AGcain, It has been ſaid, that he might have been 
Id to commit exceſs through the grief and melancholy 
of his mind. He had had long experience of the 
wickedneſs of the old world ; he had ſeen them irre- 
claimable, and at laſt deſtroyed by the jult judgment 
of God; he was left almoſt ſolitary on the earth ; and 


gloomy refleGions would naturally ariſe in his mind, 
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Ia this ſituation he might. have ſought to bury his 


cares.in wine, and was.carried to an unjultifiable length, 


Burt though the temptation, in this reſpe&, might 
have been ſtrong, yet it does not acquit him of guilt, 
To mil. 


fortunes and depreſſion of mind, 1s intemperance in 


He ſought conſolation from a wrong ſource. 


men frequently to be aſcribed. Finding a temporary 


relief from. their miſeries, or. an. elation of ſpirit, they 


repeat the draught, until it becomes almoit necellary to 


their happineſs. At. the ſame time, ſuch are to be 
condemned, who, thus fleeing from their ſorrows, 
plunge themſelyes. into ſtill greater, and waſte tlic 
flame of hfe by producing an immoderate and unnatu- 
ral heat. Infinitely better the conduct of thoſe who 


engage their attention by ſome uſeful buſineſs ; and 


above all, thoſe who ſeek a refuge in the comforts 


which religion affords !_ 


THERE 18 another light in witich this condud of 


Noah has been ſet, and equally inexcuſable ; and that 
is, that.1t happencd at a fealt made for his. ſons ; that 
on the vintage, he aſſembled them in order to rejoice; 
and then, after the example of other patriarchs, to blc!s 
them. This is placing the temptation to the account 
of joy and not of ſorrow. From both theſe cauſes .in- 


deed excels often. ariſes, and the heart of man needs. t0 
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be guarded. 'The remembrance of the dangers through 
which they had paſſed during the flood z the renewal 
"of the face of the earth; the new privileges con- 
ferred by Providence ; and a plentiful harveſt may be 
ſuppoſed to have filled them with gladneſs, an* made 
the heart of the ancient patriarch overflow with joy. 
His intemperance 1s ftill inexcuſable. Though men 
are found to plead feaſts and other joyous occaſions as 


warranting their exceſles, yet they are guilty before 


God. It can never be lawful to debaſe our nature and 
violate the divine command. Innocence ought ever to Vl 
- unite with cheerfulneſs, and moderation to be obſer- Bl 


ved 1n all things. 3Y 


Oxcg mort, It has been ſaid, that there is not all 


<< + SUL 
MLS 


tie reaſon, which ſome have imagined, to conclude * 


that Noah was. drunk to an exceſſive degree. It has , 


been alledged, that the ſame word uſed here, occurs in 
the place where it is ſaid, that Joſeph's brethren drank 


] . . . 
ond vere merry with him ;* and yet we cannot think, 


= 


taat they indulged themſelves to exceſs in the preſence 


of him whom they ſuppoſed to be no other than the 


Lo | X,———_ + 
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Governor of Egypt. This interpretation is ſtrength- 
ened by the conſideration, that the deſign of Moſes, as 
2s been already obſerved, is not profeſſedly to accuſe 


Noah of intemperance, but to relate the occafion on 


* Gen. xliul, 34. 


FW MA. 2d Mat. —Y 
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which the Canaanites were curſed.—— If this opinion be 
admitted, then we are to think, that though he drank 
freely, and afterwards flept, yet he was not guilty of 


any ſhameful exceſs, and his ſobriety 1s ſtill unim- 


_ peached. Fatigued with labour, and worn with the i 
infirmities of age, he might have retired from the heat l 
al 


of the day, and having taken a plentiful refrethment, 


. . . . . ( 
laid him down to reſt in his tent ; where maatled with j 


ſome of the vines he had planted, and fanned by th: £ 
breeze, exhauſted nature ſought to recruit itſelf by < 
fleep. How profane the foot that intrudes on his re þ pe 
tirement, or diſturbs his repoſe ! Ma 

| ant 


Tags things have been mentioned by way of ex- | v| 
cuſing the patriarch, or alleviating the crime imputed þoc 
to him. The hiſtory 1s fo ſhort, that they mult reit {60n 


chiefly on conjefture. 'Faking the words in thr 


Aricteſt ſenſe, they contain an 1mputation of guilt, and , 
have been generally ſo underſtood, whatever palliations ns 
have been invented.—'This refle&tion ſirikes us here; 3 
that the excuſes offered for him ſhow how careful : "P 

re 1 


faint ought to be in his walk, and how lamentable wha 
he falls into groſs ſin ! The charaQer before us was 
iuch, that we are ſurprizcd to find ſo great a ſtain, an 
afraid leſt it be perverted by many to the diſadvantar! 


of religion, and to their ow=. r1in, 
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- Let us now ſee what leſſons this part of ſacred hiſ. 


tory teaches us. 


FixsT, Welearn, that a man's character is not to 
be determined by a ſingle at, but by the tenor of his 
life. View the general condu& of Noah before and 
after the flood, and you find it pious. He was a ſub- 
je& of faith in the Redeemer, and devoted to his ſer- 
vice, He was a perfe man ; not indeed wholly with- 

out lin, for there 1s no ſuch perfe tion on earth ; but 
he paid a ſincere and univerſal obedience to the com- 
| mands of God. His heart was ſanctified by grace, 
and this appeared in holy actions. 'The offence of 
which he was guilty is a ſpot on kis character, but 
does not deface it. 'The habitual temper and praftice 


conſtitutes a man either righteous or wicked. 


IT is neceſſary, however, to remark the danger of 
comparing ourſelves with others ; or, of what 18 called 
balancing our virtues againſt our vices ; for there is 
ho perfe&t ſtandard but the law of God, and one fail- 

Ire will as effeQtually condemn a man, as ten thouſand. 
Wo entitle us therefore, to acceptance with God, we 
uſt be united to Chriſt, who hath fultilled this law 
r his people, and purchaſed grace to enable them to 
ey it, This being the caſe, and thcir lives being 
nerally conformed to the will of God, their failings 
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do not prove them ungodly. We may not haſtily cou. 


demn a man, becauſe in one inſtance he was blame. 


able, when his converſation, on the whole, is known to + 


be as becometh the goſpel. 


SECONDLY, The conduct of Noah ſhould be a car. 


tion and warning to us. This is one reaſon why tle 


falls of the ſaints are recorded. 'They point to dange;, 
and ſhould put us on our guard. Their language iz 
Let him that thinketh he flandeth, take heed left he fall.* 


We inherit the ſame depravity of nature, and may hb 
left to fall into the ſame, or even greater faults. Har 
we arrived at high degrees of grace ? Noah was aff 
eminent faint. Have we often withſtood the power 

of temptation ? Noah was incorrupted in the old worllif- 


with temptations daily before him. He notwithþ 


ſtanding fell, and you may fall likewife. He ie n 
time of ſecurity. After oppoſing great temptations 


he yielded to a ſmall one. Let us therefore not be co 
fident, but watch and pray. Our enemies are mall 


and powerful, We ought not, on the one hand, !' 


deſpiſe them ; nor, on the other, to deſpair of overcen 


ing them, through the grace of the Redeemer, 


Nee I ſay any thing by way of caution as to t 
particular fin of drunkenneſs? Need I paint it in F 


* 7 Cor. X. 13. 
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| true and odious colours ? The hiſtory of Noah preach- 
es loudly to us on this head. It addreſſes us in the 
| words of Solomon, Look not thou upon the wine when it 
| is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth 
i:felf arights At the laſt it biteth like a ſerpent, and fling- 
' eth like an adder.* Drunkenneſs is a fin which leads 
to the commiſſion of many others ; for it leaves the 
perſon defenceleſs and open to temptation. Tt is pu- 
niſhed even in this world; for it brings with it diſgrace 
andruin. It debaſes the ſoul, deſtroysthe body, and unleſs 
\ repentance prevent, damns both for ever. What ſhould 
* deter men from all approaches to this fin is, that it is 
ſeldom known to be forſaken ; and that, when perſons 
acquire the habit in younger life, ſmall hopes remain 
| that they will ever become uſeful and reſpeable.— 
 Weought to be particularly cautious of all occaſions, 
where the ſole purpoſe is cating and drinking ; or, as 
ſome have not improperly called it, feeding, Here, 
exceſſes are committed and habits gain ſtrength. 'To 


thoſe who give themſelves up to ſuch things, theſe 


words of the Apoſtle are applicable : Whoſe end is dee 


| ſtruflion, <vhoſe God is their belly : And whoſe glory is in 
| their ſhame, who miad carthly things. + Let us be afraid 
| of entering into the way of temptation. Let us ab« 


frain from all appearance of evil. 
F 


by Prov. XXlils 3T, 32, 1 Fhil. Ul. I7> 
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$0 cnaGacrry or NOAH, 
| TrzDLyY, It may be neceſſary, on this ſubjeR, to 
warn thoſe who turn the failings of good men to a 
wrong purpoſe; even to the exculing of themſelves in 


fin: Thoſe, who, becauſe others have been euilty, 


| take peace to themſelves when they commit the ſame 


things. This is a bad fign. 'Though the ſins of he. 
levers ſhould keep us from deſpairing of the mercy of 
(rod, if we repent; yet they afford us no ground of 
hope, if we continue in fin, How can their fault; 


excuſc ours? We are to be followers of ſuch perſons 


fofar as they are of God. "They are not our pattern 


in all things, becauſe they are not perfect; 


How great the deccitfulneſs of the human heart ! 
On the one hand, from the holy exerciſes of behevers, 
frmners reaſon, that theſe are too high to be expcRed 
by them ; that they can be ſaved by a lower degree of 
crace: And, on the other hand, from their failings, 
they reaſon, that themſelves are excuſable in tix 
ſame or greater. On this falſe and dangerous ground 
lo they {tive to maintain their peace, But know 1t, 
Q finners, that the <vages of fin is death 5 that excep! je 
repent, ye hall perifh 5 and that i is written, C urſed 1s 
every one that continveth not in all things hich are <writ- 
ter: in; the book of the Iaw to de them. Look not for 
ſalvation in any other way than that which God han 
:ppointed, through the obedience 2nd death of lis 


+ Gal. iii, 10. 


d 
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own Son, A perfe@ righteouſneſs is provided, on the 
* account of which you can be juftified ; and in which, 
if intereſted, you ſhall never fall into condemnation, 
This will not free you from a perſonal obedience. 
Grace 1s Iikewiſe provided to ſanCtify the heart, When 
perſons are brought to embrace this ſalvation offered in 
the goſpel, they are ſo far from allowing themſelves in 
fin, or ſeeking to extenuate it, that it is their greatet 
burden, and the cauſe of their deepeſt forrow and hu- 


mtjation. 


Uzox the whole, We ſee from this ſubje&t, how 
carefully and tenderly the profeſlors of religion ovglt 
to walk. Their falls bring a reproach upon it, and 
do great diſſervice to its intereſts. —If you have then 
any regard to the glory of God, to your own peace, 
and to the welfare of your fellow-men, endeavour to 
ſet a holy example ; to comply with this direQion cf 

ur bleſſed Lord; Let your light fo ſhine before men, 
that they may fee your good works, and glorify Jour Fas 


ther which 1s in Heaven,* 


Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and 
to preſent you faultleſs before the preſence of his giery, 
with exceeding joys To the only wiſe God our Saviour, Le 
| gory and majeſty, dominion and power, both naw and 
ever. Amen.T 


x Matt. V, 26. i Jule 24. 25s 
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CHARACTER or: ABRAHAM. 


GENESIS XXivV. I. 


£11 ABRADAM was old, and wwe!ll frrichen in ave; and the LOR 
had bl:ſJed ABRAUAM in all things. 


F N deliveating the charaQers of the ancient patri- 
archs, ABRAHam demauds peculiar attention. Fe 
15 the boalt of the Jewiſh nation, celebrated by heathen 
writers, frequently and moit honorably mentioned 11 
the New Teſtament, He is ftiled the friend of Gr, 
and the father of all them that believe, Fle is exhivited 
to all ages, as a pattern of unſkaken faith in the prou- 
iniſcs, and of cheerful obedicace to the will of Gud. 


Tae ſacred hiſtorian, after a conciſe account of the 
tranſaQions and charaQers of the preceding ares, ww 
very minute, in deſcribing the charaCter of this pat. !- 
arch, and relating the circumitances of h1s life. This 
was neceſſary, as he was the great ſtock. of that poup!e 
who were to be ſeparated from all others as a <<: 


F 2 


£ 
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generation, a royal prizfthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 


people, and from whom it was deſigned that the Meſſiah 


ſhould ſpring. In the firſt revelation of a Saviour, it 


_ was declared, that he ſhould be the ſeed of the woman ;* 
but to Abraham, it was promiſed, that particularly 
in his ſeed ſhould all the nations of the earth be bleſſed. 
Accordingly God ſeparated him and his poſterity in 
Iſaac for that very purpoſe. 


In the charaters which we have already conſidered, 
the hiſtory aſforded ſo few hints, as to ſtraiten the 
execution ; but here the difficulty 1s, what to chooſe, 
and how to arrange to the beſt advantage. From 
confinement 1n narrow and obſcure paths, we are got 
into an open and level country ; and the danger now 
18, of miſſing the moſt agrecable road, and the fineſt 
proſpets with which we are ſurrounded. As we 
cannot turn afide to every thing, we muſt put a reſtraint 
upon ourſelves. Let it be remembered, that it is the 
charafter of Abraham we are in queſt of, and his 
hiſtory, only ſo far as this illuftrates the other. 1 
ſhall conſider his character as drawn in the ſacred wri- 
tings, under theſe two general heads; FigsT, as a man; 


and SECONDLY, as a /aint. 


IT. Asa man. Abraham was the ſon of Terah, in 
| the line of Shem, from whom he was diſtant nine 


* Gel, iii, IS, | + Gel, xxl, 18, 
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degrees. Has firſt rehdence was in the city of Ur, of 
Chaldea. From this he removed, by - the expreſs 
order of God, into the land of Canaan ; where he 
continued 1n rather an unſettled ſtate until his death. 
In conſidering him as a man, it will . be proper to 
attend to his external circumſtances in the world, or 
the temporal bleſſings which he enjoyed ; and to the 


qualities of his mind. 


W1rTH reſpe& to the temporal bleſſings which he 
enjoyed, they were many and great. The Lord 
Ueffed him in ALL THINGS. Though he was a ſojourner, 
rather than a proprictor in the land of Canaan, yet 
he was aſſured, that his poſterity ſhould actually poſſeſs 
it; and he himſelf ſo far enjoyed it, as to become rich 
and mighty. The manner of living in thoſe days, 
when wealth conſiſted chiefly in flocks and herds, ren- 
'dered afixed habitation leſs neceſſary. We are informed 
that Abram was very rich in cattle, in ſilver and in 
gold; that he and his nephew Lot, who came with 
'lim from Chaldea, ſo increaſed in ſubſtance, that they 
could not daell together,** For the convenience of 
leeding their large flocks and to avoid ſtrife between 
their herdſmen, they were obliged to ſeparate, each 
to different parts of the country.—When Eliezer, 


Abraham's ſteward, was ſent to treat for a wife for 


iſaac, he was attended with no inconſiderable retinue; 
os Gen, X31, Z—6, 
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nor was he forgetful to diſplay the riches of his mall; i "nc 
in the family where he ſolicited. The Lerd, ſaid he ſo 
hath blefſed my maſter greatly, and he is become gre; A 
and he hath given him flocks and herds, and fitver af 
gold, ard men-ſervants and maid-ſervants, and camel; i 


aſſes. And Sarah, my maſter's wvife bare a fon to 


maſler, wen ſhe was old, und unto him hath he given 


that he heath} | hh 
F ; . . Pi 

Wex alto learn frem the conduct of the nerghbourin; Sal 
= 


princes towards him, the power which Abraham lad, 
and the great eitcem in which he was held. Tix 
children of Heth, when he was in treaty with tha " 
about a burying-place, addreſſed him in the mol 
rcſpeafal terms, calling him @ mighty prince. Alime. 
lech, king of Gerar, earnettly courted his favor, ani of 
entered into a ftrict allance with tim. Such was ti: 
rank and influence which Abraham had, from thc 
greatneſs of his polſeſſions, and the number of hi 
domeſtics, that his cotemporaries deemed him © 


dCanverous enemy, and a powerful friend. 
8 2 


Amoxc his temporal bicfiings we muft reckan 


lixewiſe, a numerous oftsprinw. *Dhough it was law 
in life before he had an heir, and we may ſupp, was 
that this circumſtance was an abatement of his 1.;3 Pab 


T-Gen.: x$v.-35.:--306c-. lon; 
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l z{s, yet in this, at length, he was favored. Of his 
ſon Iſaac ſprang the Jews; of his ſon Iſhmael the 
"Arabians: Beſides thoſe born of Keturah, after the 
death of Sarah, and who were the heads of tribes. 
Thus, agreeably to the divine promiſe, was he the 
father of many nations ; his ſeed as theftars of the heaven, 
"end as the ſand which is upon the ſea-ſhore.* On this 
:ccount, his name was changed by divine order, from 
Aram, which ſignifies an elevated father, to Abraham, 
which ſignifies the father of a great multitude; and the 


name of his wife from Saraz to Sarah, which ſignifies 


frinceſs. 


IT may be obſerved farther, that Abraham enjoyed 
length of days. Though he attained not to the years 
of his fathers, nor to thoſe of his ſon Ifaac, being only 
' one hundred and ſeventy-five years old when he died ; | 
yet conſidering that human life was now greatly ſhort- 
 ened, he 1s reckoned to have been old and well ſtricken 
in age, It was one of the promiſes to him, that he 
ſhould be buried in a good old age; and we are expreſsly 
informed, that he did die in a good old age, an old man 
and full of years. F Though the number of his years 
was not as great as that of ſome others, yet it 1s pro 
bable, that he retained the exerciſe of his faculties 


longer, and was uſeful and reſpeQable to the laſt, 


* Gen, XXii, I7, + Gen, xxv. 8, 
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Tr1s patriarch then, was bleſſed in all that thi py 
world can afford. He had great poſſeſſions ; and theſe 
went not into the hands of ſtrangers, but deſcended to 
his poſterity. He enjoycd a healthy old age, had the iſ | ] 
proſpe& of his name being perpetuated to all ar, | þct 


and ſucceſſive generations of men boaſting that Abi MW ren 


bam was their father, the 
bet! 

Bur, merely for theſe things, he 1s not the cj : 
of admiration and praiſe. ' Wealth is wholly exter:: E 
to the man, and can make him neither virtuous 16: 
wite;z and if we except the promue to Abraham, at A 
the Meſſiah ſhould deſcend from lim, and conic Y 
THe 


him only as a father, his charaQtter does not aid 
higher than others. Had he had nothing elſe to re: 
commend him; though his riches had been unbound., 
and though kings had bowed down at lus feet, !t 
would be worſe than miſpending time to extol lun. 


The temporal bounties of Providence, indeed, arc to 


be thankfully received and rightly improved ; but we 
know that they are often beſtowed on worthleſs aud 
wicked men, and abuſed by them to their own ru. 


. . \\y (» 
To the pride of ſuch we offer no incenſe. 'Phe rcalﬀW 


: ; yl 
charaQer is the ſame, whether the man is clad in an {W*** 
humble garb, or glitters in an embroidered coat; nd. 
whether he hardly earns a daily ſubſiſtence, or ro!!s i ei 

4 


the greateſt afluence, —What are the qualities of lis 


CHARACTER or ABRAHAM. 59 


mind ?—Abraham, we know, as far as we have light 
om ſcripture, was gentle, hoſpitable, courageous, difin« 


rreſled and generous. 


His gentleneſs, when a contertion had ariſen 
between his herdmen and thoſe of Lot, was very 
remarkable and exemplary. Servants who often, by 
tlicir quarrels and tales, caute mitunderſtanding 
between familhes, had no influence in this caſe, The 
mind of Abraham was too noble to take part in their 
dcbates, too mild and condcicending to infiil upon 
what was even due to his age and character. nd 
Abram faid unto Lot, let there be no /{rife, { pray thee, 
between me and thee, and between my herdmen and ihy 


berdmen 5 for ve be brethren. 1s not the auholc land 


tre thee ? Separate thyſelf, I pray thee, from me « if 
thou 21!t take the left hand, then will I go 19 the right 5 or 
N teu depart tothe right hand, then 1 will go to ihe tefi.f 
How amiable was his conduct, and how deſerving of 


Imitation ! 


| £x inſtance of his hoſpitality, we find in his enter= 
tizing three angels under the appearance of men, 
0 came to his tent, when he dwelt on the plains of 
Mamre. He ran to meet them, preſſedthem to come in, 
nd provided for their comfort and refreſhment. He 


cMowed, with a liberal hand, and with an engaging 


* Gen, E111, 9s. 9, 


bo CHARACTER or ABRAHAM, 


behaviour, of the good things which he enjoyed. He 


thought himſelf obliged, when his gueils partook wit 
him.—To this tranſaCtion the Apoſtle refers, when le 


ſays, Be not forgetful to entertain flrangers ; fo therely 


ſome have entertained angels unawares,* 


An inſtance of his courage, we find in his victor 
over the five Kings, who came againſt Sodom an! 


Gomorrah, and having plundered them, carried away, 


among other priſoners, Lot, his brother's ſon. Whe: | 


Abraham received the intelligence, he inſtantly arme 


his trained ſervants, born in his own houſe, three hundrill 


and eighteen ; and with his confederates, purſued th: 


enemy. After a long and rapid march, he overtook 


them ; divided his forces into ſeveral parties ; aulf 


falling upon them 1n the night, recovered the priſoner 
and all the ſpoil. Tt is true, that Abraham was not: 
man of war ; that he was rather the contemplatin 


and philoſophic man ; engaged, as will afterwarl 


appear, in the good fight of faith ; but this inflancW 
ſhows him to have poſſefled a bold and enterpriing 


mind, capable of planning and executing great al 
difficult undertakings. 


Ax inſtance of his d: fo nterefledneſs and gener 
occurs 1n this very tranſafion. The king of Sodon 


who came out with others to meet and congratvlit 
E Heb. xiii 4. 
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kim on his return, wiſhed him to keep the goods he 


had retaken and deliver up only the priſoners. Hear 


his princely reply ; 7 have lift up my hand unto the Lord, 


the moſt high God, the poſſefſor of heaven and earih, that 
[ will not take from a thread even to a ſhoe-latchet, and 
that [ wwill not take any thing that ts thine, lefl thou ſhould/t 
fur, I have mad: Abram rich.* He was of too inde- 
pendent a ſpirit to be laid under any particular obliga- 
tion z too generous to take advantage of the calami- 


ties of war z and too dilintereſted to prefer his private 


- emolument to the public good. He fought not for 


dominion or fame, but againft the unrighteous en- 


_ croachments of oppreſſion and rapine, 


| 


: 


] 


3 


Nerv I mention again, as an evidence of his opens 


| neſs and boldneſs, his reproof of king Abimelech, 


becauſe of a well of water, which his ſervants had violent!y 
taken away ? Or, ſhow his independent conduct 1a the 


purchaſe of the field and cave in Machpelah for a bury- 


| ing place, when he refuſed to accept them as a gift, 


but direly paid the price which Ephron had named, 
and weighed him four hundred fhckets of fulver, current 
money with the merchant ? In theſe inſtances, he ſup- 
ported, not only the charaQter of a bold and indepen- 
dent mind, but a&ed with great circumſpe&ion and 


* Gent, Ziv, 22. 23. 
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prudence ; like one who underſtood Human nature, 


and wiſhed to prevent any future litigation, 


Bur though we have reaſon to believe, that the 
qualities of his mind were excellent ; that he united 
the great with the amiable, yet 1t was not on tis 
account, that he was ſo diſtinguiſhed. Many »xtr 
diary qualitics are found 1m wicked men. Whatever 
miczht be ſaid of Abraham's gentleneſs, hotpitality, 
courage, difintereſtedneſs and generoſity, 1t may he 
all:dged, that he 15 eclinſed by the ſuperior luſtre of 
oihers. In eſtimating his” character, however, due 
allowance muſt, be made for the age im which he lived, 
and the theatre on winch he ated. We find jn lun 
evidences of that preatacſs, which, had opportunity 
been afforded, would have entitled him to a place 
| among the witelt ſaves, and the greateſt conquerors 1! 
the world. Happily, he has a better name, aud 1 
juſter title to praiſe, It 1s time to introduce him t9 


your view 1n his proper light; to conſider him, 


TI. As a faint. Here he ſhone with diſtinguiſhed 
and unrivaiied Iaſtre, His name 1s come down 1n the 
church loaded with honors, and will continue to at9s 
niſh and teach while ſun and moon endure. There 
are fo many tetimonies in his favor, fo many CVIdc ct 


O . . $ Rn PS ; ; th 
9; ns piety, that we know not where to begin, 


al 


CC 


| 


| CHARACTER or ABRAHAM. 63 


Is it an evidence of piety to enjoy repeated favors 
and manifeſtations from God ? Abraham was uſed to 
commune with him, to receive 1ntimations of his 
will by heavenly meſſengere, who frequently appeared 
tothe pious In thoſe days. When the Lord was about 
to deſtroy the wicked citics of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
he revealed the deſign to Abraham, and heard his 
tumble and earneſt interceſſion. Shall I hide, ſaid the 
Lord, from Abraham, that thing which I do ** Can 
zny words convey an 1dea of more full and intimate 
\ communion? The Lord condeſcendcd alſo to enter inio9 
covenant with him ; promiſed that his ſeed ſhould he 
1numerable; and particularly, that the Meſſiah ſhould 

deſcend from him. Fear not Alram ; I am thy ſhield 


| and exceeding great reward.y 


Is it an evidence of piety to pay conſtant attention 
to the worſhip of God ? Abraham, :n whatever place 
| lie abode, ereQted an altar; in the plain of Moreh ; 
02 a mountain between Bethel and Hat ; 1n the plain 


of Mamre ; and in Beerſheba he planted a grove, and 


called there on the name of the Lord, the everiaſiing God. 


| . | 
[n the mid{t of idolaters he adhered to the worſhip of 


the living and true God, ferving him according to his 
appointment, and yielding him the homage of an up- 


right heart, To what place did he remove, and nat 


* Gen. xviii. 17. +. Gen. xv. I. 
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64 CHARACTER or ABRAHAM. 
conſecrate it to Almighty God, imploring his bleſſing 


21d direction ? 


Ts it an evidence of piety to be tenderly ſolicitous for 
the beſt welfare of children and thoſe entruſted to our 
care? Hear the teſtimony of God concerning Abra- 
tiam ; 1 Enow him, that he vill command his children, 
end bis houſho!d after him, and they ſhall keep the way if 
the Lord to do juflice and judgment.* How afſe&ion- 
ately did he intercede for Iſhmael! O that I/hmatl 
might live before thee! How careful was he leſt Iſaac 
ſhould conneQ kimſclf in marriage with one of the 
Canaanites! In this caſe he took an oath from Elic- 
zer, and ſent him to his exon country and to his can 


kindred, to bring his ſon a wife from thence. Belide 


the care neceſſary in this reſpe& as to the promiſed 


ſeed, he well knew how dangerous would be a con- 
neCtion with thoſe who ſerved falſe Gods - and that 
this would prove, at leaſt a ſnare, if not the deftruc- 
tion of his ſon. In this we ſee the care of a pious 


parent. 


FARTHER, Tow immoveable was his faith in the 
Givine promiſes ! For this he is peculiarly celebrated. 
I bis, indeed, was the great principle of his ations. 
This the victory over every difficulty and diſcourage- 
nent. 'The trials of kis faith were many and great ; 


?* Gen, xviil, 19, 
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and it proved ſuperior to all. Among his trials we 
need take notice only of thoſe mentioned by the 
Apoſtle. By faith, ſays he, Abraham when he was 
called ta go out into a place wwhich he ſhould after receive for 


an inheritance, obeyed; and went out not knowing whither 


he went. By faith ve ſojourned in the land of promiſe, 


as in a range country.* Acainſt hope, he believed in 
hope, that he might become the faiher of many naicus ; 
and being not weak. in faith he confidered not his 9wn body 
now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, 
neither yet the deadneſs of Sarah's womb, He flaggered 
not at the promiſe of God through unbelicf ; but was 
firoag in faith, groing glory to God, And being fully 
perſuaded that wwhat he had promiſed he was able alſo to 


: 
fpirform. + Py faith Abram when he was tried, oferedTu)» 


Iſaacs And he that had receivedthe promiſes offered up his 


only b:gotten ſyn.} This lait trial 1s juſtly reckoned the 
 greatelt of all, and is well worthy of a particular confi- 


 Ceration in the life of the patriarch ; but to which we 


cannot at preſent attend. For this at of obedience 
he received the approvation of God, and ſtands re- 
nowned to all ages, Others had faith, but the faith, 
of Abraham was ſingularly great. It was not inaQuve, 
but exerciſed by encountering the moſt preſſing difficul- 
ties, As the ſireygth of a man is diſcovered by the 


yeight which he is able to raiſe, or the purity of gold 


" Heb, xi. 6, 9g, + Rom, iv, 18,21, + Heb, ai. 17. 
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by its paſſing through the fire, ſo did the power and 


genuineneſs of Abraham's faith appear by the number 


and greatneſs of the trials which 1t endured. 


ArTER this curſory view of his charaQer, may it 


not be ſaid that he wasa hero? A conqueror ? What 


are the moſt rapid and extenſive conqueſts among men, 


compared with the ſpiritual victories of Abraham! 


What the ſublimeit triumph ever obtained by mortals 


compared with the triumph of his faith ? His glory 


znd happineſs as far exceed any thing human, as 
celeſtial are above earthly things; and as the approba- 
tion of God tranſcends the applauſes of men. To 


Abraham, however, we muſt aſcribe no merit. 'The 


grace of God is entitled to the praiſe. Abrabon 
- CEelieved God, and it was counted unto him for righte 


ouſngſe.* The righteouſneſs of the Redeemer was the 
only ground of his juſtification before God, and faithin 
this theliving and powerful principle of all his obedience, 


In drawing the charaGter of Abraham, the faulis 


imputed to him are not to be concealed, Tt is proper 


to view him 1n every Ight and attitude, 


Hy has been blamed for diſmulation in pretending 


that Sarah his wite, was only Jus Ger ; two inſtances 


* Rom. iv. 3, 


—_  .Y god 


wy 
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of which are recorded : One with Pharoah king of 
Egypt, and another with Abimelech king of Gerar. 
The beſt apology for this condu@ is what Abraham 
himſelf offered. Undeed ſhe is my ſifler ; ſhe is the 
daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother,* 'j 
This being the caſe, he only concealed the circum- 
ance of her being alfo his wife. Some interpreters 


have endeavored to vindicate him on this ground ; 


ſome have acknowledged him to have been very guilty ; 1 
while infidels with a fooliſh ſneer have attempted to ; 
iurn the whole. into derifhon. Perhaps, it 1s beſt to $i 
allow that in this inſtance, he departed from his uſual 4 ' 


faith 1n the divine care and proteQion, 


9 +: 5 
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Ir has been objefted againſt him, that he ſet an 
example of polygamy, by taking Hagar to wife in the | - 


life time of Sarah ; and again, he has been accuſed of 


| 
 1mhumanity in turning her and her ſon from his houſe it. | 
into the wilderneſs, and that too without a proviſion | 
for their ſubſiſtence. —Theſe objeQions, if fairly exa- | 
mined, would be found rather plaufible than ſolid. q 


We cannot judge well of any matter until we conſider 


every circumſtance. Inſtead of diſcuſſing theſe things 
at large, ſuffice it now to offer two remarks. The one 


1s, that we muſt not expe& to find the charaQers re- 


corded 1n ſcripture, perfect, They are drawn ſuch as 


* Gen, xx 143, 
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they were. © Their excellencies are propoſed for ow | 
imitation, and their faults for our warning. The Þ he 
other remark is, that this very circumſtance 1s an argu. Þ in 
ment in favor of the truth of the ſcripture. Moſes Þ ho 
is a faithful hiſtorian, becauſe he relates the failings 

as well as the virtues of men; even of the moſt eminent 

men of his own nation. ——Admitting then that Abra. Ja 
ham ſtands charged with ſome blemiſhes, he was, not. I = 
withſtanding a great and excellent character. Had hea 
he had no faults, he would have been more than man; I ſha 
and yet the faults he had, may be faid to be like the I rea 


ſpots in the ſun, not diſcernible on account of the daz- | r3 


zhng flame. tilt 
ey 

DUFFER me now to turn your attention to a few ſhort 
reflections on the whole, , 
; her 


FixsT, How ſovereign 1s the grace of Cod ! To 


SS! : . wit] 
this 1s to be aſcribed his choice of Abraham rather 


than of another. Early did God give intimations 0: a 
is diſtinguiſhing love. Cain the firft-born was wickcd, " 
and Abel righteous, Shem, the ſecond ſon of Noah = 
was preferred ; and now Abraham before the other 

e! 


Jons of Terah. Hath not the potter power over the clay, 


Let 
hin 


of the ſame lump, to make one wejſel unto honour, and 


another unto difhonour ** Let us own and adore th 


* Rom, ix, 2I, 


* 
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ſovereignty of God. He chooſes whom he will, and 


beſtows his gifts and graces in various degrees, accord- 
iag to his own good pleaſure. Whatever we are, or 


hope to be, 1s all derived from him. 


SECONDLY, How unſettled is the ſtate of believers 
ia this world! Like Abraham they ſojourn in a ſtrange 
land, and like him they deſire a better country, that is an 
heavenly. God hath prepared for them a city, at which they 
ſhal! in due time arrive, and find all thoſe things 
realized which faith now but dimly ſees. This 18 an 
arzument, why they ſhould not be anxious as to the 
tungs of this world, but contemplate their portion 


beyond the grave, 


 TrinDLy, How ma ny and how neceſſary are trials 
here to the children of God ! All muſt expect to meet 
with them ; not all indeed with ſo great as Abraham 
ad, for the Lord will not ſuffer his people to be 
tempted above that which they are able to bear. Traals 
areneceſſary to teach them their dependence on God; 
to exerciſe their graces ; and to quicken their defires 
aiter that bappineſs which 1s reſerved for them. 
Let it not therefore, ſeem as though ſome ſtrange 
ling had befallen them, but improve their afllictions 
cf whatever kind, to the glory of God. 
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they were. © Their excellencies are propoſed for our: 
imitation, and their faults for our warning. The 
other remark is, that this very circumſtance 1s an argu. 
ment in favor of the truth of the ſcripture. Moſes 
is a faithful hiſtorian, becauſe he relates the failings 
as well as the virtues of men; even of the moſt eminent 
men of his own nation.—Admitting then that Abra- 
ham ſtands charged with ſome blemiſhes, he was, not- 
withſtanding a great and excellent chara&ter. Had 
he had no faults, he would have been more than man; 
and yet the faults he had, may be ſaid to be like the 
ſpots in the ſun, not diſcernible on account of the daz- 


zhag flame. 


OUFFER me now to turn your attention to a few ſhort 


reflections on the whole. 


Li 


FixzsT, How ſovereign is the grace of Cod! To 
this 1s to be aſcribed his choice of Abraham rather 
than of another. Early did God give intimations 0: 
his diſtinguiſhing love. Cain the firſt-born was wicked, 
and Abel righteous, Shem, the ſecond fon of Noah 


was preferred ; and now Abraham before the other 


Jons of Terah. Hath nt the potter power over the clay, 
of the fame lump, to make one veſſel unto honour, and 


another unto difhonour ** Let us own and adore tht 
* Rom Me 51 
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ſovereignty of God. He chooſes whom he will, and 


beſtows his gifts and graces in various degrees, accord- 
ing to his own good pleaſure, Whatever we are, or 


hope to be, is all derived from him. 


SECONDLY, How unſettled is the ſtate of believers 
ia this world! Like Abraham they ſojourn in a ſtrange 
land, and like him they defire a better country, that is an 
heavenly. God hath prepared for them a city, at which they 
ſhal! in due time arrive, and find all thoſe things 
realized which faith now but dimly ſees. 'This 18 an 
arzument, why they ſhould not be anxious as to the 
tings of this world, but contemplate their portion 


beyond the grave, 


 TnrisDLY, How many and how neceſſary are trials 
here to the children of God! All muſt expect to meet 
with them ; not all indeed with ſo great as Abraham 
Gd, for the Lord will not ſuffer his people to be 
tempted above that which they are able to bear. Trials 
zreneceſſary to teach them their dependence on God; 
to exerciſe their graces ; and to quicken their deſires 
aſter that happineſs which is reſerved for them. 
Let it not therefore, ſeem as though ſome ſtrange 
ling had befallen them, but improve their afllitions 


of whatever kind, to the glory of God, 
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FouRTHLY, How amiable and deſirable is religioul 


This gives a luſtre to human nature, and preparcs it 
for the ſervice and enjoyment of God. Labour tl::» 
for this, my brethren, above all things. Seek an inte 
reſt in the merits of the Saviour, and obey his con. 
mandments. 'Flus is your glory and your happiact, 
Remember that there is no fatvation in any other but 
Chriſt ; and that unleſs united to him, whatever are 
your outward circumſtances in this world, and whateve 
acvreeable qualities of mind you poſſeſs, you mui be 
eternally miſerable hereafter. While time and oppor- 
tunitics laſt, O ſee that you make your peace vi3tl 


God. 


To conclude, Let thoſe who are partakers of the 
ſame precious faith with Abraham, pray for its increaſe, 
It is the great principle of your ſpiritual life. Ir i 
your ſhield againſt all dangers. It 18 the vidory 1het 
mah the world. 'The faithfulneſs of God to ts 
people in former times ſhould encourage you to tru: 
in him, Be not flothful ; but be followers of them wi» 
through faith and patience inherit the promiſes,*—Y out 
pilgrimage will ſoon be at an end, and you will b:! 
permitted to come home, A few more changes; 1 
few more difculties and trials; and all will diſappcar 
forever. Death will bring you the news of dehiyerance, 
and angels carry vou izto Abrahams boſom. 

® Heb. vi. 13, 
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find be ſaid, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing 1 


| unto him: for now T know that thou feareſt God, ſeeing thou beſt 
no; withheld thy SON, thine ONLY ſon from me. 


. 
ſ 


N « former diſcourſe, the character of Abraham was 


* delineated under theſe two general heads; as a man, 


a:d as a ſaint. Thoumh as a man, the qualities of his 


hind appear to have been extraordinary, yet 1t was 


kid, that peculiarly as a ſaint, he ſhone with Gifſtin= 


itined and unrivalled luftre, Among the evidences 


bi ts piety, and indecd as being the great principle of 
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bf all his conduQ, was mentioned his unſhaken faith 


on,” 


the divine promiſes, amidſt trials which were many 


nd great. The laſt and moit ſignal trial of his faith 1 


> pg I IT ER nn En Ei | 
” .. a I” JOE , 
, 


M. 4 by o . 
-cring up his fon Tfaac, in obedience to God, was 


—_ — 


Benn” —2n" « 
_ o 


ven ſaid to be worthy of a particular conſideration, 


. aca wo + 
—_— 


> "I. 


- 
TE - 
= 


—_— 


12 ABRAHAM OFFERING UP ISAAC, 


TH1s 18 the ſubjet now before us; a ſubjet wh # 
choſen for a topic of mere declamation, but as bein;fÞ 
a remarkable diſpenſation in the life of the patriasſÞ * 


and full of important inſtruction, a 


You are not to expe&t from me a pathetic defcr;ſ| 
tion of the circumſtances of this tranſa&tion. Though : 
ſomething of this kind might be naturally expe&$# | 
where there is ſuch ample ſcope, yet were it attemptelſ} - 
I muſt fall ſhort of what others have done, and thy » 
occaſion a diſappointment. 'To aim ſolely at touchin; 1 
the paſſions, 1s as uſeleſs as it is improper. Beſides wiſh} 1] 


would not do jultice to the charaQter of Abraham, dig p! 


_ we conſider him as overwhelmed with diſtreſs, an! tl 


pouring forth a flood of tears ; for whatever may hi cc 
our feelings when we place ourſelves in his ſitu» 
tion, he was enabled by faith ſpeedily and chcerfulyi 


to ubey the command. Let us Firxsr, atten d to tl: 


hiſtory. SgconDLY, conſider ſome difficultics an! 
objeRtions which ſeem to occur. And, 'Th 18011 


make ſuch improvement as the ſubje& directs. 


I. Tay hiftory is ſimply this. After Abrakunlf 
had lived for a length of time in a fixed habitatio! 
and enjoyed greater tranquillity than in the formally 1 
part of his life, God was pleaſed to try or prove hith 
(for this 15 the true meaning of the word tranſlate 
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 tempt,) in an extraordinary manner; not that God 
needed to be ſatisfied as to the ſincerity of Abraham, 
but that he might exerciſe his grace, and exhibit him 
as a pattern to all ages. He commanded him to take 


| his only ſon Iſaac and offer him for a burnt-offering 


upon one of the mountains of Moriah. In performing 


this he mult neceſlarily deſtroy his ſon with his own 

- hands, cut him to pieces, and conſume him to aſhes, 
Abraham, without expoſtulation and without delay, 
made the neceſſary proviſion for the ſacrifice, and with 

| | Iſaac and ſome ſervants, ſet out on the journey. On 
- the third day, having come in fight of the appointed 
| place, he ordered the ſervants to remain behind, ſaying, 
; that he and his ſon would proceed on to worſhip, and 
come again to them. Then, laying the wood prepared 
» for the ſacrifice upon his ſon, and taking the fire and 
| a knife in his hand, they went both together. As 
| they went on, Iſaac, knowing that it was the pro- 
felled intention of his father to worſhip, and ſeeing 
| alſo the fire and the wood, but no victim provided, 
very naturally aſked his father where one would be 
found. He received for anſwer, My fon, God will 
| provide himſelf a lamb for a burnt-offering.* In this, as 
well as in his ſaying, that they would return to thoſe 
whom they had left, Abraham ſpoke prophetically, 
* Verſe, $. 
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It was ſo that God did provide, and that they both 


returned, though when he uttered the words, he might 
not have underſtood, or had any clear view how they 
would be accompliſhed. It appears from the words of 
the Apoſtle, that Abraham expeted God would re. 
ſtore Iſaac from the aſhes of the ſacrifice. Accounting, 
ſays he, that God was able to raiſe him up even from the 
dead. + He believed that the fame power which gave 
him a ſon in a miraculous manner, could alſo raife him 
from death. Accordingly the Apoſtle adds, from 
whence alſo he received him in a figure z which ſome in- 
terpret to mean; that the birth of Iſaac, contrary to 
the coulſe of nature, was a figure of his reſurreCion ; 
or that Abraham thus reaſoned concerning it, and 


eonfided in the almighty power of God. 


WuHen they came to the place of ſacrifice, Abraham 
ftill reſolute on executing the command, built an altar 
there, and laid the wood in order 5 and bound Iſaac his 
fon, and Eid him upon the altar upon the wood.}, He 
took the " knife, and was juſt about to give the 
fatal bloiv, when, at this critical moment, an angel 
interpoſed and ſtayed his hand. Calling to him from 
heaven, he commanded him to proceed no farther, for 
that he had given full evidence of his obedience. The 


eyes of Abraham were direQted to a ram, which the 
+ Heb. x1, 19, } Verle 9, 


t 
th 
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providence of God had ordered to be entangled there 
in a thicket, and deſigned as a ſubſlitnte for Iſaac. 
This he took and offered up for a burnt-offering. In 
memory of this important tranſaction, he called the 
name of the place Jehovah-Jireh, in alluſion to what 
he had before ſaid, that God would provide Limſelf a 
lamb. On occahon of this name, the hiſtorian makes 
a judiczous and pious refleQtion ; but the meaning of 
which is not eafily Giicovered from our tranſlation, 


| The words might be more clearly rendered thus : 7n 


the mount the Lord will be ſeen, or, In the mount the Lord 


will provide 5 that is, in time of great difficulty or 
' neceſſity, the Lord will afford relief, "The caſe of 


Abraham was an inſtance of what 1s ſound to be a 


| truth at this day, that Ged 3s a very preſent help in 


| trouble, 


WrarT has been been related is, in few words and 


| without colouring, the hiſtory of Abraham offering UP 
| lis fon Iſaac, for which example of leroie faith, and 
| obedience, he was highly approved of God, and, 18 
renowned in the church. No inftance exadtly parallel 


1 to be found in hiſtory, either ſacred or profane. 


To ſee properly the greatneſs of the trial, and the 
ſtrength of that faith which overcame, we muſt conſider 


that Iſaac was the only ſon Abraham had by Sarah, 
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or ever expected ; that he was given by the promiſe of 
God in an extraordinary manner; and as one in whoſ, 
line the Meſiah was to deſcend. A leſs faith tha 
Abraham's would have ſtaggered at the apparent con. 
tradition between the former promiſe and the preſent 
command, Tt would have ſtarted a diiliculty as to Þ ! 
reconciling the deſcent of a numerous oflspring and i ] 
the Meſſiah himſelf from Iſaac, and the expreſs order i f 
to take away his hife, Of this the Apoſtle makes par. i t 
ticular mentions Fe that had received the promiſes offer: i 
up his only begotten fon Of wvhom #t was faid, that nM » 
Tfaac, fhall thy feed be called." | c 


Nor to dwell on the tender love which he bore to 
a ſon endeared by ſo many circumitancee, there wer: if wi 
other conſiderations which greatly aggravated the trial 
What muſt his own family have thought of him, what 
the nations around, when they heard that Abraham 
had coolly and deliberately killed his own fon ? After 
having ſupported for many years, the character of | 


kind huſband, a merciful maſter and a tender parent;Þ tio 


after being long and jultly revered by his neighbouring anc 


princes for the great and amiable qualities of his minc,iſÞ ®2 
by this ſingle aQ, he was in danger of being reprobate*i doz 
off 


as an inhuman monſter. Reputation is as dear as lik 


to every good man, but he was called to do what wi 


?:-Hleb, xi. 17.19, 
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likely to ſtab it forever. This reputation was 
ſill dearer as being connected with the intereſts of 


religion. Abraham profeſſed the worſhip of the true 


God in the midft of idolaters ; and the God whom he 


worſhipped called him to do what they would eſteem 


\ moſt cruel and horrid. How ſhould he vindicate his 
rofeſſion and the honor of his God? What could he 
| fay in defence of that religion which required the viola- 
\ tion of the laws of humanity, and all thoſe tender ties 
- which bind ſociety together ? Theſe were reflections, 
which we may ſuppoſe, would occur to his mind, and 
- called for every reſolution to ſurmount. In ſhort, the 
| ſlighteſt confideration of the circumitances in which he 
received this command muſt convince us, that the trial 
* was inexpreſhibly fevere, and that nothing but the 
| {fulleſt aſſurance that 1t was from God, and the firmeſt 
| confidence in his wiſdom, power and goodneſs, could 


| induce him to comply. I proceed, 


IT. To take notice of certain difficultics.and objec= 
tions, We find that Abraham did not flay his ſon, 
and yet the Apoſtle ſays, By faith Abraham, when he 


| was tried, offered up Iſacc,* as though he had aQually 


| done it. —TIt is a ſufficient anſwer to ſay, that he did 


offer him in his will or intention, and this was accepted 


Y Heb, X1, I7: 
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of God as much as though he had performed the 
very aCt, 


Ws find God firſt commanding him to offer up hi; 
ſon, and again, an angel forbidding it. Did «if 
Abraham obey the angel and not God ?—It is an. 
{wered, that the command and the prohibition were 
both equally from God. Angels are the miniiters of | 
God, and aft according to his order. He ſpeaks by 
them, and they ſpeak from him. Beſides, the anz« 
here was the angel of the covenant ; the Meſſiah, as 
appears more clearly from the ſub{-quent hiſtory, inf > 
which we are informed that he called out of heaven a 
ſecond time, and ſaid, By myſelf have 1 ſworn, ſait)fp , 
the Lord} - 


THERE are ſome objeRions of a more ſerious nature 
than theſe, and which have been made by the enemies 
of revelation, Indeed, when the hiſtory is conſidered 
in all its parts, it appears ſo conſiſtent, beautiful and 
inſtruive, that objections can ariſe only from a diſpo-Þ A 


ſition to find fault; and to take notice of them, may 


{cem almoſt unneceſſary. wa 


| | IT has been ſaid, that Abraham, who interceded 0 iy 
| earneſtly for the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomor- i 
4 | 


& Verls Is, 


"I 
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rah, never expoſtulates with God, when he orders 
him to ſlay his own ſon, an innocent perſon, and a 


dutiful child. Is not this an evidence of uncommon 


 jnhumanity 1n the parent, or does 1t not render the 


—_— 


hs 


hiſtory incredible?—In anſwer to this 1t may be ob- 


ſerved, that with reſpe&t to Sodom and Gomorrah, 
| there was a liberty given, and a propricty for the in- 


| tercefſion, becauſe God is repreſented as being undeter- 


mined as to their overthrow; but in the caſe before us, 


the command was mott.expreſs and preciſe. Abraham 


| was fully aſſured that it was from that God, who had 


| frequently revealed himſelf to him; with whoſe 


manner of manifeſtation he was well acquainted; and 


whoſe direCtion he had always followed. Though the 


command then might appear ſtrange, yet he ought not 
to have expoſtulated with God, who is infinitely wiſe 


and good, and can accompliſh is purpoſes by ways 


utterly beyond the comprehenſion of mortals, 


IT is obſervable too, that the arguments proper for 


Abraham to have uſed againſt the meaſure were taken 


from him, by the very words in which the command 
was delivered. What could he have ſaid, but, © He 
s my ſon,—my only ſon, —Tſaac,—whom I love” — 
Theſe being the firſt refletions which would {tart in 
he mind of the father, and remonſtrate againit the 
weed, they were wholly filenced by theſe words of God; 
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Take now thy ſon, thine only fon Iſaac, whom thou loweſt, 
and offer bim for a burnt-offering.* 80 far is the want 0 
expoſtulation on his part from being an argumen! 
againſt him, or the credibility of the hiſtory, that it 
ſhows his obedience to have been of the right kind, 
ſpeedy and cheerful. Had it been dilatory and rehuc- 
tant, his faith would have appeared proportionably 
weak and unſteady, | 


AXOTHER objcction 1s, that the Lord of the uni. 
verſe can neither act himſelf, nor command any thing 
contrary to the eternal rules of reaſon ; that thereſive 
this command could not be from him ; and that it 1s 
more likely to have been the ſuggeſtion of ſome ev 
ſpirit. Are not parents obliged to preſerve the lives 
of their children? Did not the command contradis 
this law ? How can it be reconciled to the juſtice and 
goodneſs of God? To this purpoſe the obje&ion runs, 


In anſwer, it may be obſerved, 


i. 'THrar we ſpeak at random when we pretend 
to ſay what God can or cannot do. As the heaven 
are higher than the earth, fo are his ways higher thai oil 
zvays, and his thoughts than our thoughts. 


2. THOUGH it be the duty of parents to preterie 
L Verk Ar + Iſaiah Iv, WD 


he 


Wow 
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the lives of their children, yet there are caſes, when 


without impeachment of parental affection, or viola- . 


tion of the divine law, they mult deliver them to death; 
yea, order it to be infliged upon them. Need I 


\ inſtance in the caſe of a judge or general, whote ſon 


| has tranſgreſſed the law, or the military diſcipline ? 


Shall we ſay then, that a parent 1s juſtifiable in this 


caſe, and that he 1s guilty, when the order comes 


| from the ſupreme and almighty God ? For obſerve, 


2. 'THarT he who gives life has an undoubtcd right 


| to take it away when, and in what manner he pleaſes. 


Had God therefore deſigned that Abraham ihould flay 


lus fon, we could not impeach his juſtice and goodnels. 


| Abraham knew that his ſon wes given in an extraor- 


| ditary manner, and might therefore be takea away 10 


an extraordinary manner. He believed that God was 


wile, juſt and good in all he commanded; and though 


his diſpenſations appeared range and myſterious, yet 


they would be unfolded in due time, in their conliit- 


ence, propriety and beauty. But, 


4. Gon never deſigned that this command ſhould 


| £0 into full execution. When the end was anſwered, 


he prevented it. So that upon the whole, this 
obje&ion which has been urged by infidels, is founded 


upon this miſtaken principle, that God governs him- 


MN 
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ſelf by our notions of right and juſtice ; or, that ww i if! 
are able to comprehend the propricty and equity of 
all his dealings with men. Tt is granted, that tl bec 
caſe of Abraham was ſingular and ſtrange, but in ng he 
part of the hiſtory is any thing contradicory to tl, MW” 
perſections of the infinitely great and glorious God. by: 


ANoTurs objection 1s, that the example of Abr Who | 
ham gave riſe to, or at leaſt countenanced that horril ſy j 
practice of ſacrificing human vidtims.—One woull WHe« 
ſuppoſe that it would have had a dire& contrary &: 
fe ; to aboliſh them, if they then exiſted, or to pre 
vent their introduQtion in time to come. Was it no: iþ ? 


publiſhed abroad, that Abraham, having an intention ſ#* 


to ſacrifice his only ſon, was expreſsly prohibited, ani 
that God ordered and accepted a different victim ? | 
this countenancing and eſtabliſhing the ſhedding ol 
human blood ? Is it not rather a declaration that with 
ſuch ſacrifices God is not well pleaſed ? Even admit: 
ting that this condu@ of Abraham gave riſe to tht 
practice which exiſted afterward, it was certainly the | 
innoceat occaſion, The example ſet was not imitatc%,i 


but abuſed. 


I sHALL mention only one other difficulty or objec 
tion which occurs, and that is the ſubmiſſion of Iſaac, IP 9 


who was of ſufficient age and ſtrength to have mack by 
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reſiſtance. Joſephus ſays, that he was at this time 
twenty-five years old, and many ſuppoſe him to, have 
been above thirty. It is generally acknowledged that 
he might have ſucceſsfully reſiſted his father, who was 
now old ; and yet it appears that he quietly ſuffered 
himſelf to be bonnd, laid on the altar, ard that he 
offered his throat to the Knife. —All that is neceſſary 
to ſay on this 18, that he gave an evidence that he was 
þ partaker of the ſame precious faith with the father, 
He was a bright example of filial reverence, and of 


profound ſubmiſſion to the will of God. 


Having now conſidered this tranſation, ſolved 
the difficulties, and anſwered the principal objeCtions, 
bes not the charaQer of Abraham appear in the moſt 
grorable light ? His conduct towards his ſon inſtead 
f refleting any diſhonor, does it not throw a glorious 
ultre around him? Was it not his chief glory? Many 
cre the trials of his faith, but here was its triumph. 
fcre was a victory on mount Moriah, greater than 
bat which he obtained over the five kings; yea, greater 
Ban all the victories recorded in the hiſtoric page. 


PekHAPs it is as well to obſerve here as in 


other place, that the command of God to Abraham 


bis faith and obedience, but as conveying to him in 


offer up Iſaac, is to be conſidered not only as a trial 
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a figurative manner moſt important inſtruftion e99, 

cerning the Meſſiah. What views Abraham kad can. 

not be preciſely aſcertained, but we have reaſun t I. 
believe, that God by this tranſaction diſplayed to kin 
the way of ſalvation, by the ſubſtitution and facriſy, 
of his own ſon. Tour father Abraham, {aid Chriſt 1 
the Jews, reoiced to ſee my day ; and he fax it and wn 
glad.* Probably theſe words refer to what was repre. 
ſented on mount Moriah. 'To the ſame purpoſe alfy 
may theſe words of the Apoſtle be interpreted ; 7: 
whence alſo he received him in a figure 5 that is the dif 
verance of Iſaac from death, and the ſubſtitution MF | 
another victim was figurative of the ſalvation of ſinner ; 
by the atonement of Chriſt. But, whatever inter , 
pretation 1s put upon theſe words, 1t 1s certain th} 7 
the whole affair was typical, and that Abraham ſo uw , 
_ derſtood it. This being the caſe, it obviates ever , 
objection which has been, or can be mentioned. Gollffþ ; 
never intended that Abraham ſhould ſlay his ſon, butF ;- 
_ only to try him, and 1n the very trial, to exhibit oF .. 


him in a moſt ſtriking manner, the aſtoniſhing my 
ry of redemption. Thus 1s no doubt an important id: 
on this ſubjea, and renders the whole aſfair at oat 
worthy of an inſinitely perſect God. In this vier 


how 'ſtrange, but at the ſame time, how wiſe and 


merciful does the diſpenſation appear ! Whoever Þ!9 
* John vill, 56, | 
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| perly confiders it in every part, and vievs its ultt» 


' mate end, mult be affeQted, pleaſed and ediſied. 


IT not being the intention of theſe diſcourſes to 
| trace minutely the reſemblance of certain perſons and 
events to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the way of ſalva- 
tion through him, the reſemblance will be mentioned 
* only where it 13 obvious and remarkable, "Pius 1s pe- 
| culiarly the caſe in the ſubject under conſideration.— 
Abraham cheerfully offered his only ſon. God, the 


; 


Almighty Father gawe his only begotten ſon + [Te ſpared 


| him not, but delivered him up, Iſaac quietly ſubmitted 
| to the ſtroke ; emblematical of the readineſs and 
patience with which Chriſt ſuffered. Iſaac carried 
the wood for his ſacrifice, and Chriſt bore his croſs. 
| Iſaac was bound, and ſo was Chriſt. Iſaac lay on the 
altar on Mount Moriah z on Calvary, a part of this 
very mount, did Chritt afterward die. It was the 
third day on which Iſaac was delivered from the ſen- 
| tence of death ; it Was On the third day that Chriit 
aroſe, Iſaac 01d not die, but Chriſt aid ; here the 
| reſemblance ſeems to fail, but only to render another 
part the more {triking ; for as a lamb was ſubitituted 
tor Iſaac, ſo Chriſt was ſubſtituted for his people. He 
was the Lamb of God, which tateth away the in of the 
worid, Every circumſtance ſpeaks cicarly and forct- 
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bly. We indeed iee them ſo, becauſe they have been 
fulfilled, and, no doubt, by Abraham and other {aint 
even of that day, their meaning was underſtood. Ty 
no way could the ſatisfattion of Chriſt have been 4 
well repreſented, as by this memorable and typica 


tranſaction, 


Trnovan this ſubject would admit a very large and 
uſeful improvement, yet I ſhall confine myſelf to a fey 


points expreſſed in few words, 


FizsT, Believers ſhould never think themſclre 
Tecure, or exempted from trials in this world. Their 
warfare will never be at an end while life 1s continued, 
Abraham, when he was old, and perhaps expeRed that 
his troubles were ceaſed ; that the forms which ruffle( 
the noon of life were blown over ;3 and that the evening 
would be calm and ſerene, was, on a ſudden, involved it 
a tempeſt, We know not what God may call us to 
do or ſuffer, Often before death he leads his chul- 
dren in ways, and brings them into trials little expected 
by themſelves or others. It ought to be our great 
conſolation and ſupport, that a/l.things work together foi 
good tn them that love God. * 


SECONDLY, The conſideration of Abraham's cxam- 


ple ſhould filence our complaints and murmurs unde! 


_* Rom. vii, 23, 
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| the adverſe diſpenſations of Providence. THais trial was 
' uncommonly great, but he was enabled to ſuſtain 1t. 
' His faith gave him the victory, When we faint under 
conflis leſs Tevere, it 1s a: ſign that our ſtrength 1s 
ſmall. If we cannot bear even the common evils inc1- 
dent to this mortal ſtate, how ſhould we bear if tried as 
Abraham was? If torn with anguiſh at the natural 
cath of a beloved child, what 4f called to offer up an 
Ifaac? Too often do our tender connections im life 
prove a ſnare, by engroſſing the affeCtions, and leading 
us away from the duties of religion. A ſupreme re- 
rzrd to the divine will ſhould be the leading principle 
of our conduct, No affeftion for relatives, and no 
counſels or entreaties of the deareſt friends ſhould i1- 
terfere with the love and ſervice which we owe to God. 
Hear the words of our bleſſed Saviour ; Ze that louith 
father or mother more than me, ts not worthy of me + and 
he that loveth ſon or daughter more than me, is not «vorthy 
of me, * Tt 1s very common for perſons under aff:&ion 
toſay, that their ſituation 1s peculiarly grievous, but- 
farcly few or none can be compared with the one be- 


fore us. 


TrirDLY, Let believers learn from this ſubjeCt to 


traſt in God in all his dealings with them, however - 


dark and intricate. Jn the mount the Lord will provide 3. 


*. Matt. x.:37: 


da. i — : 
AE” p24 Ine wg ET: s 
WALES Meet. i - 


oe dt ei 
we 


"——O 


= : -- —— gs : - Eo. ” 
+ L > IE” KY 
- = ef 
a <_.- 
- \ x _ P__—_ 


= . : " 
Wh en tit as rn ever tt Ss, 
: 4.” 


== þ - 3 _— 


. —_— 
IT © 


——-—— 
- |S 
»% 4.» ANG ft »+ >. 
= 


PER aw Ss 
- 


Lg 
ROO gre CPD 
e -- = 5h as ug wer 


—x 
+ 


RA et. a 
<= 2 cd 
7 w_ 4. 
< "WY 
> on 


LEST ad 


-. 
= 
: i = 
—— 
——— 


_—— 


Fa EOS 


Ww. 
$i 


w— 


- - — "— 
Cry ne Cn ir gry Wo <y RR" Ns Wee. ne ig re 
_— a 


j — 
_ ———_— 


IT DO Omen———_ —_—_— - v - I \ 
| H-_ > f _ 
; "ps —_ — —— P— E—n—_—_— . 
_ _ = OSS ee 
A 


- _—©_milGG VV PTC ATI Oe _—— «E 
a 4 " 


88 ABRAHAM OFFERING UP ISAAC. 


in tune of your greateſt need God will appear for your 
deliverance. Have you not found this in your paſt 
experience, and ſhould not this encourage you {till to 
wait upon him ? Adhere ſteadily to the path of duty, 
and leave to God the care and management of all your 


CONCcerns. 


In thelaſt place, From this ſubje& conſidered with 
reſpeC to the way of ſalvation through Chriſt, let us 
learn to adore the infinite wiſdom and mercy of God. 
Behold the eternal Son of God voluntarily offering 
himſelf up as a ſacrifice to ſatisfy divine juſtice ! Be- 
hold in the lamb ſubſtituted for Iſaac a repreſentation 
of the atonement which Chrift hath aQtually offered ; 
of that infinite wrath which he endured on Calvary, 
when 1t pleaſed the Father to bruiſe kim —O finners, 
come and plead this ſacrifice before God. "There is no 
other of value ſufficient to procure the pardon of your 
fins. By faith in this you can be admitted to the favor 
of God, and to dwell in his preſence for ever. —PÞe- 
levers, {irive to know {till more and more the love of 
Chrifl, Let the lives which you Live, be by the faith 
of the Son of God. This precious grace will ſupport 
3 ou under all the trials whach you may be called to 
endure; will make you more than conquerors over zl 
your enemies ; and finally, bring you to complete ard 


eternal ſalvation. 
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HISTORY AND CHARACTER 
OF JACOB. 


GENESIS XLVII. 7. 8. 9. 


And Fifeph brought in Jacos his father, and ſet him before 
PHARAOH : and Facob bleſſed Pharach, 


And Pharaoh ſaid unto Facob, How ol4 art thou ? 


And Jacos ſaid unto PraRAon, The days of the years of my pil= 
| grimage are an hundred and thirty years; FEW and EVIL have 
| the days of the years of my life been, and hav? nat attained unto 
| the days of the years of the life of my fathers, in the days of their 


pilgrimage. 


| FTER the life of Abraham, that of Tacos 1s 
very particularly rclated. 'This was neceſſary, 
becauſe in him the promiſe of a numerous offspring 


began to be fulfilled, Immediately from him ſprang 


the heads of the ſeveral tribes of the Jewiſh nation ;_ 


and the removal of him and his deſcendants into Egypt 


2 


I IS; ao tne 


<< lar. 2. uo 


YR ACE A Babb Galt ep 


—— AAS” et nn 


"BS; 2 road. wet LOGS La * i ——_ 
/ 


Lo 
aw = 


— 


—— PR AX 


EE TIS - 
hy 4-7 , © TY Pe: 2 A 


P " —_—_—— 
—_— — — —— -  -- 
_— >” I" ” 


in Flew <A 


2. dit (te; 


- naAWY BR Vat 
= © 
rn m——_ " 2 


a>. 
= => = _ 
24.004 it 5%, <A . Fx 
- » 


B25 ns © 
- 
£ 


* *& I < 


OOO. 


5 090m ES Woes et nt oy, 
——— 


"PO "ICY 
_ EI. 
= a » 4; Lind ge 


: 
2 ' 

* 
#! 
Bs 
*T 


PE EE es Ae ea et re ee en 
ras © ey Ne 
pPRm_y —— ———————— —_ __ = 


go HISTORY AND 


introduces the account of their bondage, and wonder. 


ful deliverance by God, which form ſo ſplendid a part 
in the ſacred hiſtory, 


Jacor, the ſon of Iſaac and Rebecca, was the 
7ounger of two ſons at the ſame birth. From this 
circumſtance he had his name, which ſignifies one that 
Supplants, or takes hold of another*s heel, in order to 
overturn him. His coaduct towards his elder brother 
was agrecable to this name ; and to the import of it, 
Eſau referred, when he ſaid, [s he not rightly named 
Facob ? for he hath ſupplanied me theſe two times.* 


WHATEVER may be ſaid with reſpe& to this condu& 
of Jacob towards his brother, it 1s certain, that God 
choſe him as the perſon in whoſe line the Meſſiah was 
to deſcend, and confirmed the bleſſing which he ob- 


tained from his father. 


Tere 18 ſomething in the hiſtory of this patriarch 
very intereſting and aſeting, While we admire the 


man, we are touched with tender ſympathy for the 


_ yaricty and weight of his alllitions. 


Taz paſſage which has bcen read contains the cir- 


cumftance of his interview with Pharaoh, king 


Egypt ; and from which I ſhall take occaſion to give 


'® Geno xxvil, 36, 


rad 


CHARACTER OF JACOB. gr 
x fammary account of his life, and delineate his cha« 


racer, as far as we have hats to guide us. 


Taz reply which the patriarch made to the mo«. 
rarch was not only deſcriptive of human life in general, 


but particularly ſo of his own. Few and evil have the 


days of the years of my life been. His years were few 


compared with thoſe of his progenitors. Though he 
lived ſeventeen years after this, yet he fcll conſiderably 
ſhort of the age of Abraham and Ifaac. 'The length 
of human life being greatly reduced lince the flood, 
was ſtill gradually ſhortening ; and 1t is not improba- 


ble, that the hardſhips of Jacob's life, and the many 


troubles with which he had been harraſſcd, contributed 


to wear it out. Accordingly he adds, that his days 
were evil ; full of trouble z and he likens his life to a 
pizrimage, in which a perſon has no ſettled habitation, 
but is continually removing from one place to ano- 
ther, "The propriety of this deſcription will appear 


from a curſory view of his life. 


Jacos, by reaſon of the diſpleaſure of his brother 
Eſau, was obliged to flee from his f-ther's houſe and 
emain for a long time in a ſlate of exile. He travelled 
nto the country where his uncle Laban lived, with 
'hom he continued for many years in no better con« 


lution than that of an hireling ; and experienced re- 
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92 HISTORY AND 


peated inſtances of unkind uſage. The deceitful he. 
haviour of his uncle, in giving him Leah inſtead 6 
Rachel, contrary to expreſs ſ{tipulation, is well &nown, 
Though he ſerved faithfully, and was true to the in. 
tereſt of his maſter, yet he received, in retura, un. 
friendly looks and injurious treatment. Jacob, wizmn 
complaining to his wives, ſays, Tour father hat de 
ceived me, and changed my <vages ten times.* Again, 
in chiding Laban, to his face, he tel's him, Thi: 
That which wa 


torn of beaſls, 1 brouzht not unto thee, 1 bear the lifs if 


twenty years have 1 been with thee. 


it 5; of my hand didjl thou require it, whether ftolen ly to, 
or ſtolen by night. Thus T was, in the day the drou 
conſumed me, and the froft by night 5 and my ſl:eþ : 
parted from mine eyes. T hus have 1 been twenty year! 
in thy houſe 3 1 ſerved thee fourteen years for thy twi 
daughters, and fix years for thy cattle ; and thou haj 
Liexcept the God of my ja 
ther, the God of Abraham, and the fear of {ſaac, had 


been with me, ſurely thou hadf! ſent me away empty. + A 


changed my wages ten times. 


ſtate of ſervitude to one born to better proſpects vi 
humiliating ; but was {till more grievous, when agg 
vated by inſult and injury ; from thoſe, too, wh 
were conneQed by ties of blood. 


* Gen, xxxi, 7. 


+ Gen, xxx1, 38—47%s 


CHARACTER OF JACOB. 93 


NoTWITHSTANDING, however, the unjuſt deilings 
f Laban, the Lord made Jacob to proſper ; and, at 
-actth, ordered him to return into his own land, Ja- 
»b, with his family, his cattle, and all his goods, took 
iz departure unknown to his uncle, fearing, no doubt, 
2 he ſhould by ſome means ſeek to detain him 3 or 
ob him of the property which he had acquired. La- 
an, as ſoon as he had notice purſued ; but whatever 
nizht have been his intentions, God warned him in a 
ream to do no harm to Jacob, whom he overtook the 
wenth day on Mount Gilead. Here, after ſome ex- 
otulations had paſſed between them, they agreed to 
nter into an allance of friendſhip, and parted with. 


ſection and mutual good wiſhes, 


Jacos proceeded on his journey; and as he advan- 
ed towards the country where his brother Eſau dwelt, 
c had many fears, leſt the old reſentment might fill 
eretained. Fe prudently ſent meſſengers to inform 
lau of his proſperity, and that he was now on his 
turn, His uneaſineſs was increaſed, when he heard 
nat Eſau had ſet out to meet him with four bundred 
en; not knowing but that he was coming with a 
oitle intention, Before this, in order to ſhow Jacob 
at he was under the divine proteEion, he had a 
lon of a great number of angels at a place, which 


i this account, he called Mahanaim j but his fears 
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94 HISTORY AND 


{till continuing, he ſought to conciliate his brother $a 
preſents, | for 
ki 


Having made ail kis people paſs over the brook WW $1: 
Jabbok, he remained alone on the other ſide ; wher MW tus 
an angel in the form of a man, wreſtled with him uti! MW for: 
the breaking of the day. 'Dhis was deſigned to remur Who 
his fears; tor the angel Zed him, and gave him th: Wat! 
name of Iſrazl, which ſignifies a man that has prevail: Mithe 
with God; importing, that with men, he ſhould all Weil; 
powerfully prevail. #ﬀ—Not to be particular in this hf Weg: 


tory, ſuffice it to ſay, that the two brothers met upa 


the moſt friendly terms, embraced with the greatel ſton 
tenderneſs, and wept with tears of joy. Thus ended 
the unnatural diNſenon which had cauſed fo mu 
unhappineſs in the family of iſaac. ow goed ard 
how pleaſant it is, for brethren to dwell together in unily! 


Arr this interview, Jacob came to a place cali 
Succoth, where he built a kouſe, booths for his catti:, fi, 
and dwelt for fome time. From this he removed to 


Shalem, a city of the Sheckemites, where he bong 1, 


a piece of ground. Here he might have lived pact: 
ably and happily, had not the bad conduct of his 
children expoſed him to the reſentment of the peops 
of that place, and occaſioned his removal. QxHis ion 


*® GCN. XXXil, 2G, 


"CHARACTER OF JACOB. gg 


Laving taken deſperate revenge upon the Shechemites 
bi the diſhonor done to Dinah, their ſiſter; having 
killed the men, pillaged their city, and carried their 
wives and children captive, Jacob was zfraid to conti- 
puc any longer in the place, leſt a conſpiracy ſhould be 
formed among the inhabitants againit him, This 13, 
po doubt, to be numbered among the afilictions of the 
patriarch. 'The reproach which Pinah brought upon 
the family, and the bloody revenge of the ſons, Parti 
eularly of Simeon and Levi, who were the chief aQors, 
gre him pungent diſtreſs, Of this condut he re- 
miaded his ſons when he foretold their future condi- 
bk in the world. Simeon and Levi are brethren + [In- 
| ruments of cruclty are in their habitations. O my ſoul, 
rms not thou into their ſecret; unto their aſſembly, mine 
our, be not thou united ; for in their anger they ſlew a 
ban, and in their felf-will they digged avwn a wall, 
uſed be their anger, for it was fierce ; and their wrath, 
rr it was cruel « I awill divide them in Facoh and ſcaticr 
vm in 1ſracl.* 


Jacos, according to the direftion of God, went 


ow to Beth-el, the place where he had lodged at his 
wi leaving his father's houſe ; where he had ſeen the 
markable viſion of the ladder ; and where he had 
ded unto God. Here he performed his yow, and 


F Gen, xlix. Co—_—7, 
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96 HISTORY AND 


God appeared unto him again, confirmed the cha 1; 
of his name, aſſured him of his defign to multiply |; 7; 
polterity, and to give him the land of Canaan for »iM BY 
inheritance. Not continuiag long here, he ſet out ti Þut 


viſit his aged father, who was ſtill iving, near to the 


valley of Mamre. On the way, a freſh and :reat af. A 
fiction befel him ; even the death of Jis beloved Rx F 
chael, after the birth of her ſecond child, named Der. b- 
jamin. He buried her at Bethlehem, and ercctcd 1 M 
monument to her memory. 
bs 
ABovur this time he experienced a diftreſs of anothe 
nature, which was the inceſt of Reuben, his elde{ ton. " 
'This ſorely grieved him ; and he took notice of iti b. 
his dying hour. Reuben, unſtable as water, thou ful | " 
not excel, becauſe thou wenteft up to thy father*s bed; tin | *M 
defiledf? thou tt * He went up to my couch.F *_ 
Jacos, after theſe ſorrowful events, at laſt arrivllſÞtte 
the 


at Miamre ; and had the ſatisfaction to find his fathe 
alive. The two brothers, twenty-two years from th 
time, paid the laſt Kiad offices to the aged and reſpec 


table man. 


Tue troubles of Jacob did not now end, One, ti. 


levereſt he had yet felt, conſidering that he was 00 
+ Gen, xlix, 4, 


CHARACTER OF JACOB. »9y 


1a, and had promiſed himſelf ſome reſpite, befel him. 
This was the loſs of Joſeph, his moſt beloved child 
who was taken away, not by an ordinary death ; 
but, as he ſuppoſed, was devoured by a wild beaſt. On 
this occaſion he indulged his grief ; and never ceaſed 


mourning until he heard that Joſeph was alive, and 


zdvanced to high honorin the court of Egypt. A 
{imine then prevailing in the land of Canaan, he was 
induced by Joſeph to remove with all his family inta 
Leypt 3 where he continued until his death, 

Uron this general view of his life, how juſt does his 
deſcription to Pharaoh appear! Was not that life 


with propriety called a pilgrimage, which was ſo unſet= 


tled? Were not thoſe days evil, which were marked with 
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the reſentment of a brother; the ingratitude of friendsg 


— 
» it 


the loſs of his deareſt relations; and, what 1s worſe, 


the wicked conduc of ſome who ſurvived ? Though 
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the diſtreſſes of others may have been greater and 
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more ſingular, yet did not his ſufficiently autho- | 
riſe him to ſay, Few and evil have the days of the years of [i4:F 
my life been 2 | 


LeT us now ſee whether we can dilineate his cha- WHh'2.; 
acter, He appears, as far as we can colle& from the | 
K Vi 


, [1 
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ſacred records to have been of a diſpoſition remarks MW 4h 


bly mild, humble, affedionate, pious, and inclining rather Z pe: 


to the ſorrowful or melancholice M 

Wz are expreſsly told, that Facob was a plain man, | 4 

dwelling in tents.* It has been alledged, that he wn 1.90 

rather cunning, than plain or open 3 and thercefo;: WW pu 

theſe words have been interpreted to ſignify that h: 3 

| was of a peaceable and courteous diſpoſition. Perhaps ne 

| there is no ſufficient reaſon for ſuch an opinion ; the i "3 
\bj8 great inſtance of ſubtilty which 1s 1mputed to him, in WM + 
| | the caſe of obtaining the bleſſing, being the device of = 
| ; Rebecca, and undertaken by Jacob, agreeably to her c- 
| ; Gefire. It is evident, at any rate, that his diſpoſition E 
; and manners were mild; and theſe led him to a diſſe. 
4 rent occupation from Eſau, who was rough and turbu- i « 
j| lent. Eſau delighted in an-active and boitterous |.fe; for 

| his ſoul was in the chaſe, while Jacob choſe the {lll 8 
life of a ſhepherd, and preferred the crook to the boy 3h 

or the lance, gat 

utt; 

the 


Acain, He was humble, He entertained no aſp! 
ring or ambitious views, but was contented if Pro- 


vidence pleaſed to beftow upon him what was barely 


2 
neceſſary for the ſupport of life. If by purchaſing the * 
birth-right from his brother, and deceitfully gbtainug " 


*. Gen. xxv. 27: 


; | 


" CHARACTER OF JACOB. 9g 
whe bleſſing of his father, he graſped at power and reſ- 


pedt, this was not his prevailing temper, and he ſoon 
learned to think more juſtly, Hear his vow at Bethel ; 
Jf God will be with me, and vill keeþ me in this away 


that 1 go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to 


futon ; fo that I come again to my fathei”s houſe in peace, 


flen ſhall the Lord be my God.* He aſked not for 


riches and honor, but for health, peace, and compe- 
tency ; all indeed that are neceſſary for the h2ppineſs 
| of life, though 10 few reſtrain their deſires within theſe 
'bounds, And when the Lord had given him many 
temporal bleſſings, far beyond his expeCtation, with 
what humility and gratitude does he make mention of 
"them! 7 am not worthy of the leaff of all the mercies, and 
"of all the truth, <vhich thou hoft ſhewed vnto thy ſervant ; 
for with my flaff 7 paſſed over this Fordan, and new [7 
am become two bands.4 0 far was lis proſperity fiom 
producing an elation of heart, or cauſing kim to arro- 
gate any. thing to himſelf, that he acknowledged bis 
utter unworthineſs, and aſcribes his bleſings ſolely to 
the goodneſs of God. 


Jacos was farther diſtinguiſhed by a temper highly 


efeflionat:', The tender paſſions predominated in his 


lu. This is evident from many circumſtances 1in his 
life, When he firſt met Rachel with her father's 
* Gen, xxvili, 20, 2T, + Gen, XxXll. 10, | 
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flocks at the well, we are told, that he /ifted up þ 
voice and wept, "The joy he felt on his ſafe arr, 
after a tedious journey, and on meeting one of that 
family to which he was related, greatly moved him, 
We are alſo told, that he ſerved ſeven years for Rach:| 
and they ſeemed unto him but a few days, for the love |; 
had to her. His attachments were fincere, ſtrong an| 
conſtant. How remarkably docs this appear in th: 
| love he bore to his ſon Joſeph ! Here indeed he ſeem 
_ to have'approached to partiality ; but it is no evidence 
that he did not care tenderly for his other children, he- 
cauſe he loved Joſeph moſt. He was the ſon of his de. 
ceaſed Rachel; a youth of an extraordinary geniuz 
united to great goodneſs of heart. Who can read Jas 
cob's lamentation on the ſuppoſed death 8f this ſon, 
and not ſympathize in tears? When the bloody ccat 
was preſented to him, Le knew it, and ſaid it is my ſon's 
coat; an evil beaſt hath devoured him « Foſeph is awitheut 
doubt rent in picces,F—How ſtrongly 1s parental affec- 
tion repreſented when his ſons brought him the news 
that Joſeph was alive and governor over Egypt ! His 

heart at firſt fainted within him. When he revived, 
| and was well aſſured of the truth, he exclaimed with 
all the warmth of paſſion, 7 zs enough Foſeph my ſon 
is yet alive : I will go and ſee him before 1 die. Perhaps 
it is impoſſible for words more forcibly to exprels a 1a: 


T Gen, xxxVvii. 33, 


fee 


tre! 


ove 


Joy: 


| CLI 


bee 


| TEN 


apa 
ft 
leſs, 


CHARACTER OF JACOB. a 


ther's fondneſs. No deſcription, in any language, 
equals this, in implicity and beauty. 


Txt words of Jacob when he met with Joſeph 
need hardly be added to prove his affe&tion, Ze fell 
on his neck and wept on his neck a good while, And Iſrael 
| ſaid ento Foſeph, now let me die, ſince I have ſeen thy 
face, becauſe thou art yet alive.** He reckoned it the 
-ſammit of his earthly happineſs to find his beloved 
child ill alive, fulfilling all the hopes he had once 
entertained concerning him; and he even wiſhed, is 


the tranſports of joy, to expire 1n his arms. 


IT may be remarked in this place, that the tender 
| feelings of Jacob were the ſource of many of his dif< 
ltreſſes. So great was his ſenſibility, that be felt at 
every touch, While this gave a high reliſh to the 


circumſtance. This extreme ſeniibility-ſcems ty have 


been a pecular trait 1n the character of Ifrac!, and 


avathy or ſtoiciſm, he had been more ſecure from af 
liStion; but we would have admired ang loved him 
leſs, | 


P Gen, xIVi, 29 3% 


joys of ſoctal life, it was eaſily hurt, on every adverſe 


rendered him truly amiable. Had he poſſelfed ravre 
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AGAiN, It was the glory of his character that he W or 


was pious. Inftances of this are too numerous to be FI 
mentioned at preſent, We can take notice only MW "to 
two different tranſaQions, at different periods of hi; WF lis 


life; the one at Beth-el on his way to Haran ; an! MW t! 
the other on his return at the brook Jabbok. The Ce 
one he called the houſe of God and the gate of heaven; is 
the other, Peniel ; for, ſaid he, 7 have fren God fe x WF 
face, and my life is preſerved. From theſe, it is manifct, {W *t* 
that he was admitted near to God, and had intimate MW 
communion with him. He was indeed a favorite of I »* 
heaven; he lived and died in the faith of the Mefſih, | {:n 
On his death-bed he was endued with a prophetic ſyi. W W 
rit, and delivered theſe remarkable words conceraing WW © 
the Meſſiah : The ſceptre ſhall not depart from Fuda', i "<< 
hor a law-grver from between his feet, until Shiloh cont, 


and unta him ſhall the gathering of the people be.F 


I SHALL only add on the charaQter of Jacob, tit Wed ] 
his temper inclined to the /orrowſful or melancholic. MW rig] 
This was not the effe& of his piety, but the natural {Wan } 
calt of his mind, increaſed by the many evils he endu- Wſcnf 
red. Witneſs his continued ſorrow for Joſeph; and MWafli 

_ his expoſtulation with his fons, when they ſought to 
take Benjamin from him into Egypt 3 Ae have ye bee 
raved of my children ; Foſeph is not, and Simeon is nt! 

+ Gen, xlixe IO, 
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ond ye will take Benjamin away : all theſe things are 
| againſt me.* Something of a melancholy air appears 
t00, in the words he uttered before Pharaoh, and which 
have been read as the foundation of this diſcourſe. At 
*h ſame time, nothing morole or difagreeable is evi- 
Cent, but ſuch a ſeriouſneſs or thoughtfulneſs, as ren- 
Beck his charaQter the more amiable and intereſting. 
His interview with Pharaoh is a lyghly finiſhed pic- 


'ture, Who does not ſee the venerable father of twelve 


| ſons, with highoary locks, furrowed brow, and eyes 


| beaming with benevolence, introduced into the pre- 
 ſ:nce of the monarch, and wiſhing him all proſperity ? 
| Who, acquainted with his hiſtory, hears him ſay, Few 
and evil have the days of the years of my life been, aud 
 recolle&ts not the adverſe circumſtances of his life ? 
; Yea, ſees in imagination the lines of forrow which theſe 
had deeply drawn in his face?—This mournful air ſeems 
to have been a diſtinguiſhing feature in the charaQer 
& Jacob ; and yet, as has been ſaid, it was not down- 
richt gloom or melancholy; but may rather be called 
an humble and affe&ionate ſeriouſneſs, ariſing from the 


ſenſibility of his heart, wounded by repeated blows of 
ailigion, 


 Thz hiſtorian has exhibited him in a truly reſpea- 


ble and engaging light, Did we conſider his hiſtory 
* Gen, xlii. 36, 
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 m no higher view than a mere human compoſition, it 
has more tender touches, more real deſcription of hu. 
man life, than thouſands of thoſe novels or romance; 
which corrupt the heart and vitiate the taſte of our 
youth. In the ſweetened pill they ſwallow poiſon. Un. 
der the ſpecious gilding of generoſity and friendſh iy, 
vice loſes its ugly form, and finds an eaſy avenue to their 
hearts —From ſuch things, my brethren turn away, 
They were not written from a good principle, and 
are adapted to the vicious taſte of mankind. Remove 
tnem from your pillows; and above all, let them never 
come near your hearts. —But when we conſider this 
hiſtory as given by inſpiration, and written for our in- 
ſtruction, it has addittonal weight and influence, Surely 
he has poor diſcernment and a cold heart, who 1s nct 


adcaed and improved, 


IT might be expeQed that I ſhould now ſay ſome- 
thing on the exceptionable parts of the charaCter bc- 
fore us ; but for this, time will not admit, as well as 
that, in whatever he was to blame, we freely give him 
vp to cenſure. It is not pretended that he was pet- 
feat. His fraudulent behaviour was puniſhed by long 
baniſhment from his native land, and by ſubjeCtion to 
a cunning and ſelfiſh man ; and his polygamy, as we 

as that of Abraham, was diſcountenanced by jealouties 


and conteations in the family; ſo true is it, that eve! 
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deviation from re&titude leads to miſery, and that 
| Cod ſhows his diſpleaſure againſt fin in the diſpenſa- 
tions of his providence. To conſider particularly, the 
 objetions made to this and other charaQers by infidels, 
would lead to a diſcuſſicg, of ſome length ; therefore 
- omitting theſe, I ſhall conclude with a very few reflec- 


t10ns. 


FixsT, The refiction made on a former occaſion, 
| that God chooſes whom he will, occurs alſo here. 
| The younger brother was preferred to the elder. Of 
\ thisthe Apollle takes particular notice, when he ſays, 
* The children being not yet born, neither having done any 
| good or evil, that the purpoſe of God, according to elefion 
| m:ght fland, .not of works, but of him that call:th, it was 
ſad unto her, T he elder ſhall ſerve the younger. As it ts 
| corillens Faceb have 1 loved, but Eſau have 1 hated.* 
The gifts of nature and of grace are all from God z 


and he beſtows them according to his good pleaſure, 


He makes one man to differ from another, 


| SECONDLY, The ſhortneſs of human life and the 
evils to which men are liable, have been often the 


abject of complaint, and the fruitful ſource of decla- 


mation, Though theſe evils may be eaſily painted in 


v0 ſtrong a light, and complaints may originate from 
* Rom, ix, IT=—=13, 
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envy and diſcontent, yet it cannot be denied tl Wh 1 
man is ſubje& to many troubles. While theſe ſhould I . 0 
not ſink us into deſpondency, or cauſe us to murmur i « 
againſt Providence, it 1s our wiſdom frequently and 1 
ſcriouſly to meditate upon them. This will bring us WM « 
ta make a proper eſtimate of life, and excite us to WM T 
improve it to the beſt purpoſes. This will keep u WM tt 
from being unduly elated in proſperity, or caſt covn W an 


in adverſity, 


Ons thing which diſtinguiſhes a believer is, that he I cit 
does not expe& a place of refidence or re{t in this da 
world ; but looks for an inheritance reſerved in hea- IM foc 
ven for him. David ſaid, in the name of the people of WO 
God, IWe are firangers before thee, and ſfojourners, «a M'" 
evere all our fathers : our duys on the earth are « « | 

ſhadow, and there is none abiding. * The Apolile ſpeak: 
| ing of the ancient patriarchs, ſays, they confe/ed that 
they were flrangers and pilgrims on the earth ; that they 


deſired a better country, that is an heavenly. + 


'TairDLY, Are the days of man on earth fewv ard 
evil? How comfortable the proſpe&s which the £0: 
pel affords! By this life and immortality are brought to 
[:bt. It reveals a future and unchangeable ſtate, n 
winch all who are united to Chriſt ſhall live in pert 


®* 1 Chron. xxix. I5. + Heb. xi. 1316. 
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happineſs. Let it then, my brethren, be our earneſt 


defire and main purſuit to hve with a conſtant refers 
ence to eternity ; to ſecure by faith in the Redeemer 
and obedience to his commandments, an inheritance in« 
corruptible and undcfiled, and that fadeth not away. 
That life 1s, of all others, the moſt comfortable, where 
there is a reconciled God, an approving conſcience, 


and an aſſurance of endleſs joy in heaven. 


 Derievess, be not diſcouraged under any evils you 
either feel or fear. The very conſideration that your 
days are few may adminiſter comfort ; for they will 
ſoon be numbered, and every evil will ceaſe with them. 
Our light afliion, ſays the Apoſtle, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
werght of glory 5 while we look not at the things which 


gre ſeen, but at the things which are not ſeen « for the 


Wings eohich are ſeen are temporal ; but the things which 
re not ſeen are eternal, * 


* 2 Cor, iv. I7. 18, 
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HISTORY AND CHARACTER 
Y OF JOSEPH, 


| _ Genes1s L. 20. 


| Bt as for you, ye thought evil again! me ; but Gon meant it unto 
G00D, to bring to paſi, as it is this day, to ſave much people 
alive. 


and were deiigned to remove their apprehen- 
lons concerning any reſentment on his part for the 
wrongs they had done him. When he firſt diſcovered 
himZelf to them, they were troubled ;z and now, after 
tie death of their father, their fears recurred. Guilt 
[15 ever ſuſpicious and eaſily alarmed. The injury com- 
Piitted had been fo great, that they could not per- 
laade themſelves but Joſeph waited only a favorable 


Opportunity for revenge. On this occation as on the 


L 


| HESE were the words of Joſeph to his brethren, 
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former, Joſeph gave them the fulleſt aſſurance of |; 
forgiveneſs, and lus intention to treat them with 
reſpec and affetion. He particularly directed thei 
minds to the wonderful providence of God, in over. 


ruling their wicked conduct for great good. 


Ye thought evil againſt me» Your intention was to 
deſtroy me ; but God meant it unto good. He purpoſed 
by this very ation of yours, to accompliſh a wiſe end, 
What it was, you now ſee ; to ſave much people alive; 
to prevent the diſmal effe&ts of famine in Egypt, aud 
relieve you and the family from fore diſtreſs. —Thuz, 
while he holds up their guilt to view, he ſuggeſts an 
argument of comfort, and directs them to a proper 
improvement. Tt 1s worthy of notice, that though 
Joſeph ſuggeſted this ſame argument when he firlt 
diſcovered himſelf to his brethren, yet he kept any 
charge againſt them out of ſight ; becauſe he would 
not then add to their ſevere remorſe. He then gentl; 
and kindly ſaid, God did fend me before you to preſers 
hije. It wvas not you that ſent me hither, but God.* 


Tn words of the text cannot be better illuſtrated 

than by a relation of the principal circumſtances of 

| Joſeph's life 3 in doing which, there will be an oppor- 

tunity of remarking alfo, the diltinguiſhing parts of 
+ Gen, xlv, 5—8, | 
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his character. The ſacred hiſtorian in giving us ſo 


fully the life of Joſeph, has rendered the hiſtory of 
the Jewiſh nation more perfe& and intelligible ; and 
at the ſame time exhibited to us a bright example 


of many virtues. 


Taz great affeQion which Jacob bore to Joſeph 
excited envy and jealouſy in his brethren. It would 
appear too, that Joſeph had accuſed ſome of them to 
their father, of improper conduct ; but what provoked 
them moſt, was his relation of certain dreams, betoken- 
ing his future and ſuperior greatneſs. He dreamed 
that while he and his brethren were binding ſheaves in 
the field, his ſheaf aroſe and ſtood upright, and their 
ſheaves ſtood around and made obeiſance to it. He 
dreamed again, that the ſun and the moon and the 
deven ſtars made obeiſance to him. Theſe dreams, 
which he told in the openneſs of his heart, were plain 
cations of his advancement above his brethren; they 
were fo underſtood by them, and occaſioned an 1rre- 
concileable hatred againſt him. They called him in 


derifion, the dreamer. 


Amour this time Joſeph was ſent on a viſit to his 
brethren, who, except Benjamin, were feeding their 
ſocks at Shechem. 'This was the place where they 


lad ſome time before taken cruel revenge on the inha- 
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112 HISTORY AND 
bitants; and on this account Jacob was ſolicitous l:| 
fome combination ſhould be formed againſt his ſons, 
and ſent Joſeph in order that he might be made 
acquainted with their condition, Joſeph did not find 
them at Shechem as he expeCted ; and being informed 
by a perſon whom he met, that they had removed tg 
a place called Dothan, he direQed his courſe thither, 
His brethren, who only waited a favorable opportu- 
nity to ſhow their hatred, when they ſaw him ap- 
proaching, took the horrid and unnatural reſolution, 
firſt to ſlay him, and then pretend that he had been 
devoured by a wild beaſt. The execution was pre- 
vented by Reuben, the eldeſt brother, who perſuaded 
| them not to imbrue their hands in his blood, but to 
throw him into a pit, which was near ; his deſign 
being, when he had an opportunity, to take him up, 
end convey him privately back to his father. Accord- 
ingly, when Joſeph came up, they took and ſtript him 
of his coat of many colours, threw him into this pit or 
well, which had no water in it, and then fat down to 


eat and refreſh themſelves, 


In the mean time, they efpied a company of Iſh- 


maelites and others, merchant-men, who were carrying 
ſpicery from Mount Gilead into Egypt. Upon tis 
Judah propoſed to the reſt of his brethren, that they 
ſhould ſell Joſeph ; and particularly urged as an argu 


| out 


| tot 


ſold 


| and 
| pref 
? turn 


| find1 


tiey 


| leaſt, 
lign 


A 
wick 


this 


 whic| 


their 


come 


red, 


Cevou 
red ag 
with t 


by ſer 
tolled 


"HARACTER OF JOSEPH. 13 


tent, that if they ſlew him, no profit would ariſe; 
efides, that the ation was barbarous and unnatural, 
"0 this propoſal they agreed, and having drawn Joſeph 
ut of the pit, they ſold him for twenty pieces of filver 
o the Iſhmaelites, who carried him into Egypt, and 


old him again unto Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, 


ad captain of the guard, Reuben it ſeems was not 


reſent at this laſt tranſaction of his brethren ; for re- 
urning to the pit, he was greatly affeQed at not 
irding Joſeph, and probably concluded at firſt, that 


hey had executed their purpoſe of murder ; or at 


eaſt, he was grieved at being diſappointed in his de= 


ign of ſending Joſeph back to his father, 


ALL they now thought of was how to conceal their 
wickedneſs, by inventing ſome plauſible ſtory. For 
11s purpoſe they killed a kid, dipped Joſeph's coat 
which they had retained, in the blood, and ſent it to 
their father ; leaving him to conjeQure, what had be- 
come of his ſon. He readily and naturally conjectu- 
red, as they intended, that a ravenous wild bcaſt had 
cevoured him, Cruel men ! Who while they confpi- 
red againſt the life of a brother, ſeemed determined 
with the ſame blow, to break their aged father's heart, 
by ſending him, inſtead of his beloved child, the coat 
vlled in blood ! 
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In this part of the hiſtory, we may remark the ] 
wonderful providence of God, We cannot doubt that MW of - 
the dreams which Joſeph had, were ient for a wiſe gen 
end, and encouraged him in all his adverſity ; and vet W He 
the relation of them at firſt ſtirred the envy and malice IM can 
of his brethren. Infſtead of keeping his thoughts to WM bis 
himſelf, it was ſo ordered that he revealed them. By ough 
this, indeed, he might have indicated a degree of iſ bout 
youthful indiſcretion and vanity, but it ſhows him, at WW man 
the ſame time, to have been of an unſufpicious I {ene 
temper. Innocent himſelf, he did not cafily harbour Jami 
diſtruitful thoughts of others. by a 
contr 

Revsex's charater was not good ; and yet vw! The 

| ſee that in this caſe, he acted the moſt upright and need 
tender part, Providence uſed him as an inſtrument to rian i 
ſave Joſeph's life. And to remark no more at preſent, well. 
how providential was it, that his brethren ſhould have time, 
removed to Dothan ; that he ſhould have wandered inthe bt 
the field ſo as to arrive at the junQture, when the mer} lweet 
chant-men paſſed this way; and that they ſhould caryſbreaft 
him into Egypt, the ſcene of all his future greatnclsbeaut? 
and glory? We ſhall ſee, ſaid his brethren, wvhat *vition t 
become of his dreams. While they meant to dctcalthy o1 
them all, they prepared the way for their accompliſnſtie no 
ment, While they fought againſt God, they promo”-/u/ed 
| 5a 


ted his purpoſes, Let us follow Joſeph into Egypt- 


< — 
— Re 
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From the time that he entered into the fervice 


f Potiphar, he bchaved with ſuch wiſdom, pru- 


znce and fidelity, as to gain his entire confidence, 
ſe was ſoon made ſteward, or overſeer. No words 
an more ſtrongly expreſs the unlimited truſt which 


is maſter repoſed in him, than theſe: He knerv not 


ught he had, ſave ihe bread which he did eat.* That 


ouſho!d 1s favored, in which is ſuch a ſervant. Hu- 
an life, however, 1s ſeldom uniform; 1t 1s a mixed 
ene of proſperity and adverſity. "The peace of the 
amily was broken, and Joſeph's happineſs interrupted 
y a ſingular adventure, but which, hke all the reft, 
ontributed in the end to his fil] greater advancement. 
*he ſtory of his miſtreſs is ſo well Known, that it 
ed not be particularly related. The ſacred hiſto- 
an informs us, that Joſeph was a goodly perſon, and 
vell-favoured, THe 1s ſuppoſed to have been at this 
me, about twenty-ſeven years old, His youth and 


ie beauty of his perſon, added to manners peculiarly 


weet and engaging, kindled a criminal flame in the 


reaſt of this unhappy woman. How often does 
eauty prove a ſnare to the poſſeſſor, and a tempta- 
on to others! His anſwer to her ſolicitation, is wor- 
hy our particular notice, as containing the chaſteſt, 
1e nobleft and the moſt diſintereſted ſentiments. Ze 
fuſed, and ſaid unto his gfe" s wife, behold, my maſter 


* Gen, XXXIX, 6, 
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votteth not euhat is with me in the houſe, and he |, 


committed all that he hath to my hand. There is nn __ 


_ greater in this houſe than 1, neither hath he kept back any fdel 


thing from me, but thee, becauſe thou art his wife ; hoy 


then can I do this great wickedneſs and fin againſt God?* i Bs 
Notwithſtanding this juſt and pious remonſtrance, ſhe FR 
indulged the irregular paſtion, until at length throwing WM "=Y 
aſide the delicacy of ber ſex, on a certain occaſion, he bes 
| had no other way to eſcape, than by tearing himſclf himſf 


from her, leaving his garment or cloak behind. She, 
highly enraged for her deſpiſed love, and perhaps, 
fearing that Joſeph would accuſe her, immelatcly 
determined to effeCt, if poſſible, his deſtruction. He 
love was turned into fury, and vented it{clf in bitter 
accuſations and reproaches. Suffice it to ſay, that by 
the time her huſband came home, ſhe had planned he 
ſtory, and to make it the more plauſible, produced 
Joſeph's garment, as an evidence of violence intended 
againſt her. Potiphar, wrought up to jealouſy aud 
rage by this ſtrange tale of his wife, ordered joſeph 


inſtantly into priſon.—Such 1s the account given of 


this woman z guilty in cheriſhing an improper paſſion, 


and {till more fo, by her malicious defamation ; al 


example, we believe rarely to be found, "Vhoſe who 
are diſpoſed to caſt indiſcriminate cenſare, only betray 


the baſeneſs of their own hearts, and maniſeſt that 


# Gen. xxxix. 8, 9, 
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they have converſed with the moſt worthleſs of the 
ex; for in general they are patterns of conjugal 
;delity and affeftion. . 


In the whole of this tranſa&ion, how amiable does 
he charaCter of Joſeph appear! He was aQuated by 
ſincere regard to the honor of his maſter, and to the 
zw of his God. His conduQ was truly heroic. He 
btained the greateſt of all vitories, a vigory over 
imfelf, | 


Wren he was in priſon, his upright, wiſe, and 
bliging behaviour, gained him the ſame confidence 
ith the keeper, that he had before obtained with 
otiphar. During his confinement, Pharaoh, the king 
f Egypt, put two of his officers, the chief butler 
nd the chief baker into the ſame place. Each of theſe 
| the ſame night dreamed a dream, which gave them 
eat uneaſineſs. Joſeph obſerving them in the morning 
) book ſadly, enquired into the occaſion, and requeſting 
em to relate their dreams, informed them that he was 
duced with divine wiſdom to interpret them. The one 
: interpreted to ſignify a reſtoration to the favor of the 
ng, and the other an ignominious death ; all which 
as firitly fulfilled. Joſeph requeſted of the butler, 
at when reſtored, he would remember him, mention 


5 ſituation to the King, and endeavour to procure his 
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enlargement ; for that he had been ſtolen from li; of 
tive land, and now ſuffered unjuſtly. But, as it kin 
too often happens, the butler, - when in proſperity, pres 
forgot the ſufferings of him, who had been his felloy. i '* " 
priſoner, and the obligations he owed. | poſl 

| belo: 


Concerning dreams, it may be remarked, that MW 749) 
though moſt of them are wholly the illuſions of fancy, tion 
yet God formerly did, and may {till reveal by them, {W-knox 
future events ; and though there has been in every age Whhere 
a great deal of ſuperſtitious regard paid to dreams, and WW of F. 
pretended interpretations, yet this does not hinde WWſ:me 
their genuineneſs in many. caſes. Revelations of tii: Wh mo! 

| Kind mult always have in view ſome objec of import- We th 
ance, and worthy of God. The deſign muſt Iikewile ef fan 
be attended with a degree of certainty, otherwiſe the; {Wation 
| can be of nouſe, The dreams of theſe officers ſeem to hich 
have been ordered on purpoſe to introduce Joſerh 9 perſy, 
the notice of the king, who, two years after, had 2 
very remarkable one, and which was intended in p0- 


vidence for a great and benevolent purpoſe. 


Now of the magicians and wiſe men could give a} 
ſatisfattory interpretation. 'The butler now becam: 
ſenſible of his ingratitude to Joſeph, recolle&ed the 


circumſtances which happened when in priſon, and 
told them to the king. Joſeph, as ſoon as he could 
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- put into a proper condition, was by order of the 
ng, brought into his preſence, He related his 
cam. Joſeph diſclaimed all the arts then practiſed 
interpret dreams, and declared that whatever gift he 
fſſeſſed in this way, was from God, and that to him 
longed the glory. 1 is not in me ; God ſhall give Pha- 
0h an anſever of peace.* Not to be particular in men- 
oning the circumſtances cf the dream, which are well 
nown, 1t was interpreted by Joſeph, as foretelling that 
ere ſhould be ſeven years of great plenty in the land 
f Egypt, followed by ſeven years of famine, The 
me ſpirit which interpreted the dream, gave Pharaoh 
moſt ſalutary advice, to gather and lay up the food 
f the good years, in ſtore, againſt the ſeven years 
{famine. Pharaoh, highly pleaſed with the interpre- 
ation, and with the uncommon wiſdom and prudence 
ach appeared in Joſeph, judged him the only proper 
erſon to ſuperintend this buſineſs, and accordingly 
e conſtituted him his vice-roy or deputy over the land 
[{E7ypt. The power with which Joſeph was intruſted 
well expreſſed in theſe words of Pharaoh to him ; 
nly in the throne, <vill I be greater than thou. He 
langed his name to Zaphnath-paaneah, which figni- 
prime miner, or revealer of ſecrets, as it is moſt 


merally interpreted z and to attach him the more 
F Gen, xli, £6, t Gen, xli, 40; 


| him for his future proſperity. His head would ha 


_ now he had learned the vanity of earthly things, an 


moſt men end theirs, and was wiſer at thirty, ts 
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cloſely to the intereſts of the kingdom, he for 


a conneQtion for him in marriage with a noble famil, 


Joszen was now thirty years old; an age, whe 
perhaps, the ſtrength of body and the powers of mir] 
are in greateſt perfe&ion z when the impetuoſity 
youth 1s reitrained by experience, and its vivacity 
tempered with wiſdom. 'The noble qualities wit 
which he was endowed, were now diſplayed to rien, 
Like the ſun after being covered with clouds, h: 
ſcemed to ſhine the more bright. 


Who can help remarking the ſingular provider 
of God in all theſe events! Potiphar when he calt hin 
ito priſon, might have put him to death, had not hs 
heart been ſoftened, or his hand reſtrained. Though 
the butler forgot him, yet it was wiſely ſo ordercdd, 
He thought of him at the very moment, when he 
could perform an eſſential ſervice for him. Beſides, ti 


diſappointments and ſufferings of Joſeph, prepa 


grown giddy, had he ſooner rode in a chariot ; þul 


humility was added to all his other graces. He beg? 


his career with more diſcretion and ſobriety tat 


others at ſixty. 
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THE famine which followed the years of plenty, was 
t not only in Egypt, but in other countries. It is 
d to have been over all the face of the earth.* As 
»n as it was known that proviſions had been ſtored 
Egypt, they came from all countries to buy, and 
10ng others came the ten ſons of Jacob, and the 
»thren of Joſeph. The dream of the ſheaves making 
eiſance, was now fulfilled, for his brethren bowed 
wn themſelves before him, wvith their faces 1o the earth, 


- knew them, but they knew not him. 


OmiTF1ING a particular account of his conduGt to- 
rds them ; his putting tiem into priſon for a time z 
binding Simeon and detaining him, when he ſent 
: others away; his inſiſting that they ſhould bring 
1jamin down ; his reſtoring their money; kis put- 
x his cup, on a certain occaſion, into Benjamin's 
k; all which ſeemed rough treatment to them, and 
his aged father; it need only be remarked, in gene- 
, that Joſeph aQed not from cruelty or revenge, but 
igned to bring his brethren to a ſenſe of their crime, 
' their diſpoſition, and prepare them for a diſcovery 
himſelf, Whyte he thus treated them, he was oblt- 
] often to withdraw, and wecp. While his counte- 
ice was ſtern, and his words rough, his heart melted 
* Gen. xl. 56, + Gen, xlii 6-—8 
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within him. The circumſtances which attend: 
Joſeph's diſcovery of himſelf to his brethren, you may 
read in the forty-ſifth chapter of Geneſis, from the 
Never was a mrs 


That perſon i; 
void of all true tafte and ſenſibility, whoſe heart is at 


beginning to the fifteenth verſe, 
affefting ſtory, nor one better told; 
touched with this tender ſcene. How amiable Co 
| Joſeph appear, as a ſon, a friend; and a brotha! 
The fult miniſter of Egypt forgets not his father's 
houſe! He feels and acknowledges the tender tics f 
hature! To ſuch a heart, who would not wiſh to h: 


united ! A heart arrived at the ſublime of humanity! 


THz reſt of his hiſtory may be compriſed in a few 
words. Having brought his father and brethren dun 
into Egpyt, he continued to treat them with uninter- 
When he was about 


to die, he foretold that Cod would bring them out of 


mitted tenderneſs and affeQion; 


that land; and took an oath of the children of Ifrac], 
that they ſhould carry up his bones from thence. He 
Cicd, being an hundred and ten years old, and was 
embalmed. When Moſes dclivered the Iſraclites from 
their ſlavery in Egypt, the body of Joſeph was carricd 
away and buried near Shechem, in the field whicl 


Jacob had given lum as his particular inheritance, 
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Taz charafter of Joſeph finiſhes the patriarchal 


ze How far the ſpecimens already exhibited, have 
cen acceptable and edifying, I do not certainly know; 
ut they have coſt me ſome pains to colle& and arrange 
iem;z perhaps more than diſcourſes of another nature. 
ſany charaQters ftill riſe to our view. With ſome of 
eſe, I may hereafter occaſionally preſent you ; not 
onfidering myſelf as under obligation to perform this 
egularly, or in that order which they ſtand 1: ſcrip- 
are; there being no inſeparable connection ; but each 
harater making a perfe& whole. At preſent I ſhall 


onclude with ſome reflections on the one before us. 


FixzsT, We learn how myſterious are the ways of 
ivine Providence! This is ſo principal a thin g on this 
tbje&t, and of ſo great importance, as ſhouid ire- 
uently call our attention, Lt is a pleaſing and profit- 
ble exerciſe to trace the dealings of God with our- 
ves and others, It affords a continual ſource of 
'onder and praiſe, God accompliſhes his purpoſes 
y ways far beyond the comprehenſion, and contrary 
the expeQations of his creatures. "Phe Pſalmilt, in 
lebrating the wonderful works of God, ſays, Thy 
ay is in the ſea, and thy path in the great waters, and 
y footleps are not known.* The ways of God are 
lyſterious, in his works both of nature and of grace ; 


* Pfalm Izxvii. 19. 
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in his government of the world, and in his redempttoy 
of ſinners ; in his dealings with particular nations an 
ſocieties, and with individuals. "There 1s a conneQigr 
and a ſubſerviency of one part to another ; a whe 
evithin a wheel ; all forming one intricate, certain, and 
perfect plan, which none but the infinite mind can 
guide and comprehend. We ſee light often ariſing irom 
apparent darkneſs ; order from confuſion ; and oud 
from evil. On a review of our paſt lives we will find that 
God has led us in ways which we thought not of; and 
what, at the time, we deemed our greateſt affliction, 
wrought in the end for our real benefit. We ſhould 
therefore, carefully mark the diſpenſations of God, as 
diſplaying his infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, calling 


torth cur praiſe, and encouraging our truft in him, 


SECONDLY, The hiſtory of Joſeph, affords an 1n- 
ſtructive leſſon to thoſe who are young, and entering 
upon the world. It teaches them not to deſpair of 
ſucceſs, however low and afflicive their circumſtances 
are. If virtuous, induſtrious and prudent, they may 
hope for the bleſſing of God. Seeft thou a man, di! 
gent in his buſineſs ; he ſhall land before kings ; he ſ\ lt 


not ſtand before mean men,* 


® Prov, XxX 29, 
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Jost?H was hated of his brethren ; ſold as a ſlave 
0 a ſtrange country; there unjuſtly accuſed and caſt 
0 priſon 3 without fortune or friends; and yet by a 
ſe and perſevering conduQ he roſe into great emi- 
nce and uſefulneſs. He was at firſt ſold for twenty 
eces of filver, but when he lay in fetters in Egypt, 
w perhaps would have valued him at one; yet this 
1s the man in whom the ſpirit of God was, and wha 


came a bleſſing to many nations, 


THERE 1s ſomething in examples of this Kind, 
hich highly pleaſes and intereſts us. We are not ſur 
ized to ſee one advanced with every wordly intereſt 
) ſupport him ; but we glory in the man who is raiſed 
y lis merit alone, and whoſe life is a conſtant ſcene 
f uſefulneſs, Tt is true that time and chance happen 
) all men 3 or, that our affairs are all under the direc- 
f Providence ; but in the uſe of lawful endeavours, 
re may and ought to hope for ſucceſs; at leaſt, that 
re ſhall fill ſome ſphere with reputation among men, 
nd the approbation of God. 


THrixDLy, We behold in Joſeph the power of reli- 
ion, He endured adverſity, and what is ſtill greater, 
ie endured proſperity, He was incorrupted amidſt 
hoſe ſceges, which prove ſo ſatal to many, In this 
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_ view heis a noble example for imitation. In Jacob 


we ſay religion ſhining in the cottage and the fd 
in Joſeph we ſee it amidſt all the gay and ſplendil 
ſcenes of a court. It exerts its influence in every ft, 
tion of life, "This was his greateſt ornament. Muck 
to be pitied is the man, who becomes intoxicated with 
the honors and pleaſures of this world ; and to be cor, 
temned 1s he, who for theſe negleQs the duties of reli 
gion. Be aſſured, my brethren, that to fear God and 
keep his commandments, is the higheſt glory of ay 
charaCter, and the only road to happineſs. 


FousTHLY, Allow me to turn your attention to 
Joſeph in one other view; as a type of the Lord Jelui 
Chriſt. Without being particular here, ſuffice it to la 
that as Joſeph was greatly abaſed, ſo was Chritt, er 


unto death ; that as Joſeph was afterwards exalted, { 


-- was Chriſt, at the right hand of God ; that as Joſepl 


preſerved the lives of his brethren, and received and 
treated them kindly, ſo Chriſt ſaves from eternal mi- 
ſery all who believe on him. —To him then, O perit- 
ing fnners, you muſt apply. He will forgive all your 


| paſt offences, and beſtow on you an unſpeakable hap- 


pineſs. Negle&t not the precious ſeaſon of grace; but 
return unto the Lord.—J;et thoſe who have experict- 
ced the mercy and loving-kindneſs of Chriſt, ſhow their 
gratitude, by devoting their lives to his ſervice, He 
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ath already done much for you, He hath. gone 70 
repare a place for you 5 and he will come again and re- 
ive you unto himſelf, that where he is, there ye may be 


fo.* ky 
' John X1V, 2. 3s 
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BIRTH AND EDUCATION OF 
MOSES. 


P reached for the Benefit of the Charity School. 


ExoDus 11. 10. 


{the child grew, and ſhe brought him unto Pharaoh's daughter, and 
e became her fon. And fbe called his name MosEs ; and ſbe ſaid, 
/ECAUSE I DREW HIM OUT OF THE WATER, 


N ſearching for a ſubje& of diſcourſe, none ſeemed 
to promiſe more inſtruction, and to be more ſuit- 
le to my preſent purpoſe, than that I have now 
ad. We are about to contribute to the benevolent 
lign of educating poor children, and perhaps, no in- 
nce found in-the ſacred records can afford us greater 
couragement in this undertaking than the hiſtory of 
lozes, T cannot promiſe you that the execution will 
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G fon, 
be worthy of the ſubje&t, or will anſwer your expe. WW 
tations ; but you may be aſſured that my heart is anx;, ſoug 
ouſly deſirous of ſucceſs, bo by 

; Ry ; rec 
I $HALL firſt, give you the luſtory of the circun. 4 
, way « 
ſtances which attended the birth and education of s 
ver 
Moſes, as related in ſcripture, and particularly in tl WM \ v 
LC 
chapter; and then make fome refle&ions natural; lf 
; = 
ariſing from the Iiſtory, and ſuitable to the preſent a 
| them 
occaſion. | 
OY chill 
| an! 
Mosts was born in Egypt, in the year of the woill 
two thouſand four kundred and thurty three ; 1a tle pry 
period when the children of Iſrael were held in gar = 
Ee was 


vous bondage by Pharaoh, the king of that country, 


His parents were Amram and Jochebed, both of the ls cele] 


extra! 
al affe 


drefery 


tribe of Levi, and related to each other before ma 
riage, Before his birth they had two cluldren  « 


danghter named Miriam, and a fon named Aaron, 
Iteir 0 


wat th 


me, e 


Miriam is ſuppoſed to have been about five or ſix years 
elder than Aaron, and Aaron was three years cidet 
than Moſes.. Previous to the birth of Moſes, Pharaoi 
had iſſued a cruel edit, that every male child born of 
the Iſraclites ſhould be caſt into the river. 'The reaſon 


itoria! 


at the 


, : Itimats 
civen for this was, leſt they ſhould become more aud | 
: » WHe7 
mightier * than the Egyptians ; and in caſe of an 1nd 
| Heb 


® Exod. 1, 9. IO, 
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n, ſhould join with the enemies, overthrow the king- 
m, and recover their liberty. At firſt, the king 
ight by the molt ſevere and unintermitted ſervitude 
break their ſpirits 3 but finding that they {till proſ- 
red, he determined on this laſt and more ſummary 
y of proceeding, by deſtroying all the males, In the 
ry time of the execution of this barbarous decree, 
ofes was born and though parents are generally 
aaſed with their own children, and apt to imagine 
m endowed with amiable qualities, yet in this 
11] there really appeared ſomething more than com- 
only fair and beautiful. He is ſaid to have been a 
idly child. The Apoſtle, in ſpeaking of him, calls 
ma proper,* or comely child ; and St-phen ſays, that 
was exceeding fair. The perſon of Moſes, indeed, 
celebrated both by Jew!ſh and Heathen writers for 
traordinary elegance of form. 'This, as well as nati- 
laffetion would induce the parents to endeavor [1's 
elervation 3 and accordin oly they concealed him 1n 
cir own houſe for three months. It is probable alſo, 
at they had a perſuaſion; that this child would, Ty 
me, effect the deliverance of their nation, Jewiſh 
{torians aſſert, that this was revealed to them ; and 
at they had ſuch a foreknowledge, ſcems, at lealt, 
timated by theſe words of the Apoſtle, By faich Mo- 


ſ yo 
» when he vas born, was hid three manths of his pas 


F Heb, xi. 2. + Ads vii, 20, 
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rents, and they <vere not afraid of the Iing*s communi. 
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ment, * *Fhough the decree was vigilantly and careful Hom: 
executed, yet they believed, that this child would; are, 
preſerved to accompliſh ſome great deſign. rents 

Warn they could no longer hide him without th - 


greatelt hazard and difficulty, they refolved to expo: W- 
him, truſting him wholly to the care of divine pro. Wy 
dence. Whether in this, their faith wavered, or thy the I: 
acted the moſt rational part, it 1s certain, that tl: Wen 
event was favorable beyond any expeRation. 'They Night 
might have reaſoned thus; © Dwelling, as we Kilen 
among the Egyptians, we cannot always elude the Pe 
ſearch and enquiry of the king's officers, and theres}, Co 
no hope of faving our child; but if we put him aw. = 
from us, it cannot be certainly known to whom lit], IN 
belongs, and ſome one may take him up : God vil C "Dp 
not ſuffer him to be loſt, unleſs we be greatly deccivel Jeſt 


in our expectations concermng him.” ls Jon, 


can 
THaxy accordingly made an Arf, or ſmall veſſc a 


_ 


bulruſhes, of which the Egyptians uſed to make gil «o,. 
boats; and having ſecured it well againft the watc! fulpen 
with {lime and pitch, they put the child into it, caMccgy, 


ried it down to the fide of the river Nile, and laid 


roodly 


among the fla-s. Solemn and ſilent, no doubt, the may {c 


* Heb. xi, 23, 
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-ere, as if they had carried their dear boy to his long 
ome. They did not however, then relinquiſh their 
are, The ſiſter Miriam, cither by order of her pa- 


-nts, or moved by her own tenderneſs, withdrew to 


ich a diſtance as to avoid ſuſpicion, and there waited 


)ſce the fate of her little brother. 


Ta1s tranſaction 1s not unlike what is related, after 

xe late conqueſt of Zettin by the Auſtrians, to have 
en done by the Turks. Being -conftrained in their 
ght to abandon a great number of children, they 
{ened round the necks of theſe little unfortunates, 
note, on which was written as follows ; ** May the 
God of mercy inſpire with pity, thoſe into whoſe 
hands this innocent cluld may fall. Praiſe and glory 
to thee, all-merciſul God : Thou haſt formed man 
for life. Wherefore doſt thou ſuffer thy children to 
deltroy each other ? Ah ! miſerable orphan ! aban- 
doned by the authors of thy exiſtence—God alone 
can be thy guide and thy proteCtor,” 


54y, ye yearning mothers, what anxiety, what 
pence, what fears, as to the propriety of her own 
nduct, did Jochebed at this moment feet! Her 
odly child expoſed and helpleſs ! Some cruel hand 


y ſoon calt him into the river, or he may be waſhed 
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away by the flood, or he will periſh with hunger... 
Come hither all, and behold an over-ruling prox; 


dence in the ſurpriſing deliverance which followed, 


Ar this jun&ure, the daughter of Pharaoh, as: 
wiſe and merciful God was pleaſed to order it, cam: 
down with her maidens to bathe ; an exerciſe nec. 


ſary and pleaſant in all warm climates lixe that « 


: T 
Egypt. Paſling along the river's ſide, the daughter Ghe: 

Pharaoh ſpied the ark or cheit among the flags, an WF 
| Punto 

ſent one of her maidens to fetch it. On opening it, ſi: WF 
Fadop 
was ſtruck with the beauty and cries of the infant, ant of 1} 
immediately ſuſpe&ted it to be one of the Hebrews br to 
children. This ſhe would naturally do from the cr: 8 h 
cumſtances in which it was found, as well as from th: WW =p 
fairneſs of the complexion, which ſhewed it not tobr 6 11 
of Egyptian parents. What curioſity, what conj<« WW, oy 

ture, what remarks, may we ſuppoſe this incident gai:W 
riſe to, in the female eircle!—What a fine child !-MF No 
He ſtarves with hunger !-—Poor babe, how he weeps'{larthe: 
The Princeſs herſelf, moved with compaſſion, reſolved, What at 
notwithſtanding the orders of her father, to ſave [um Wine, t 
Miriam who had now approached near, aſked, if ſh:}ther | 
ſhould find one of the Hebrew women for a nurſe, andMzrly t 


having obtained permiſſion, ſhe went and called herJird y 
own and the child's mother. To her he was delivered iis ſp; 


with the promiſe of wages, She once more claſp un 
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e child to her boſom, and had no longer accaſion to 
aceal him. How diſfercnt the feelings of the pa- 
nts now, and when they left the ark at the river ! 
hey return with triumph. They learn to truſt in 
od. If before they believed, that this child was born 
r the nobleſt purpoſes, now their faith is confirmed. 


Taz child grew 5 and at a certain age, probably 
hen he was fit to be weaned, the mother brought him 
uo Pharaoh's daughter, and ſhe ſolemnly and publicly 
lopted him for her own ſon. She gave him the name 
f Moſes, which ſignifies drawn out 5; deſigning there- 
y to perpetuate the memory of the ſituation in which 
te had found him. Whatever name his parents miglit 
ave given him, Moſes ſoon became the moſt famous, 
ad by this name only, is he known in the ſacred 


Tritings, 


No particular account can be given of his education 
ather than we muſt believe, that it was the beſt which 
lat age and country afforded. . In Egypt, at this 
me, the arts and ſciences flouriſhed more than in any 
ther part of the world, While his parents took care 
aly to inform him of his parentage, and imbue his 
nd with the knowledge of the true God, the prin- 
ls ſpared neither pains nor coſt to furniſh him with 


auman learning. As ſoon as his capacity would 
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admit, he went to ſchool; had the inſtrution of t!;- 
moſt approved maſters; and made uncommon profi. 
ciency in his ſtudies. We are aſſured by the highel 
authority, that he was learned in all the wiſdom of th 
Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds,* x 
continued at the court, and was its greateſt ornament, 
till he was full forty years old, when the Lord commen. 
ced, by this his ſervant, a ſcene of wonders, which 


mult aſtoniſh the world to the lateſt ages. 


I covrD here almoſt pronounce an eulogium on 
Pharaoh's daughter, for her kind aſſiſtance to thi 
poor out-caft ; for ſnatching him from a watery grave 
it may be, from the jaws of ſome devouring croccdile; 
and for providing him with the means of education, 
Joſephus tells us, that her name was 'Thermutis ; that 
ſhe was the only child of her father ; and being herlclf 
childleſs, that Moſes was deſigned for a ſucceſſor to 
the throne. She, no doubt, had her reward. Tt mul 
have been no ſmall ſatisfa&ion to ſee her pains ſo wel 
beſtowed ; to be complimented on the beauty and ge- 
nins of her ſon ; and as often as ſhe ſaw him, it mul 
have occurred with rapture to her mind, * I drew tis 
fine boy out of the water.” —This charitable a&10!, 
O Thermutis, gave thee more joy than all the g23) 
pleaſures ofa court ; added more charms to thy pe1.0! 


* Acts vii. 22, 
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han the ſparkling eyes, the curling treſſes, or all the 
ewels which can cluſter in the boſom. Though thou 


hadſt no child of thine own, yet by educating this 


ſingle one, the ſon of a ſlave, thou did(t perform greater 


ſervice to mankind, than thou wouldſt have done, 


hadſt thou been the fruitful mother of a numerous off- 


ſpring. —Detra& not from her merit, by ſaying, that 
ſhe was wholly guided by her feelings; for what is 
human nature deſtitute of theſe, but a cold and ſtony 
maſs? We will cheerfully help you, in aſcribing the 
ſupreme glory to God ; but we will a!ſo firew flowers 
io the way of Pharaoh's daughter, whenever ſhe walks 
with her maidens along the banks of the Nile. She 
was honored of God, in being the preſerver of his 
ſcrveant Moſ ee, Set 


IT is time to turn our attention to ſome refleCtions 
zaturally ariſing from this hiſtory, and ſuitable to the 
preſent occaſion, —Many uſeful reflections ariſe from 
the ſeveral parts of the hiſtory ; and particularly, it 
might be profitable to point out the reſemblance be- 
tween the circumſtances which attended the early years 
of Moſes, and thoſe of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of 
whom he -was a very eminent and remarkable type, 
But omitting theſe, it is to the preſent purpoſe t9 
remark, | 


N 2 
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FitsT, That whenever God in his providence de. C. 
ſigns to effet ſome great revolution, he raiſes up ant Wi: 
qualifies inſtruments for the work. A flight acquain. WWF 
tance with hiſtory is ſufficient to convince us of thiz : 
truth. Inſtances need not be produced, when tle WF 
one before us ſpeaks ſo loud, Jult ſuch a man as Moſes, A 
remarkable for his meekneſs, diſintereſtedneſs and per- | 454 
ſererance, was neceſſary to deliver the children of _ 
Ifracl, and conduct them in their tedious marchez pod 
through the wilderneſs. God uſually works by means, = 
and he does not multiply miracles unneceffarily. Were nh 
former ages indeed filent, the late revolution in our as 
wn country mult witneſs to the truth of the remark; —- 
eſpecially when we have at this day, ſo great and (W** 
living an example. form, 
SECONDLY, Many of thoſe whom God hath raite| Ly 
to the highelt honor and uſefulneſs have been takcn ch 
from the humble yalks of hfe. How great the con- pdmur 
traſt between Moſes in the marſhy weeds, and Moſes poetr) 
leading the people of Iſrael through the red ſea! Wi, 
The Lord choſe David alſo his ſervant, and took hin By, © 
from the ſheep-fulds + From following the eaves great «vil» i Ha 
young, he brought him to feed Facob his people, and i, "y 


1ſrael his inheritance.* Here too it is needleſs to þur- 


den you with examples. Your own obſervation aud 
* Plalm Jzxviii, 70. 7ls 
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cquaintance with human affairs will eaſily ſupply 


hem. 


Taz.divine portion of genius is diffuſed equally 
mon the poor and the rich; and requires only means 
o draw it forth. The diſparity ariſes not from the 
rant of gifts, but from education and other circum- 
l1nces Who has not ſeen, in the untutored ccroud, 
ridences of .real ingenuity ? Who does not believe 
lat the Indian who traverſes the wilds of America, 
nd knows no other joys than the chace and his pipe, 
as as good blood as a Czſar or a Trajan? Man, by 
ature, 1s like a flab of marble juſt taken from the 
arty 3 and *tis education which gives the uſe, the 


orm, and the poliſh. 


Is the celebrated Elegy of Gray, ** written in a 
ountry church-yard,”” theſe lines have been always 
(mired for the juſt ſentiment, and the fine ſtrain of 


octry 4 


* Perhaps in this negleQed ſpot 1s laid 

* dome heart once pregnant with celeſtial fire z 

{ Hands, that the rod of empire might have ſway'd, 
* Or wak'd to ecſtacy the living lyre. 


aL er ooo —— OO — 
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© But knowledge to their eyes her ample page, 
& Rich with the ſpoils of time did ne'er unroll ; 
«© Chill penury repreſs'd their noble rage, 

« And froze the genial current of the ſoul, 


« Full many a gem of pureſt ray ſerene, 
© 'The dark unfathom'd caves of ocean bear ; 
* Full many a flower is born to bluſh unſeen, 


& And waſte its {ſweetneſs on the deſart airs? 


Tt is of the utmoſt importance to cultivate thef 
latent ſparks of genius, and turn them to the bench 
of ſociety, There arc none but who, by diligence and 
perſeverance, under the bleſſing of God, may fill the 
higheſt places of honor and truſt; particularly in tlus 
country, where property 1s ſo equally diſtributed; 
where birth and titles give no pre-eminence ; and 
where merit alone has the ſureſt claim. —This brings 


me to remark, 


Ix the laſt place, That the inſtitution of charity- 
ſchools, is highly and extenſively uſeful. In this way 
inſtruction 1s conveyed to the children of the poor, 
which they would not otherwiſe enjoy. We can ex* 
tend no greater kindneſs to them ; we prevent ther 
2wn miſery and ruin; and we render, at the ſame time, 


an cſſential ſerviac to the community, How much 
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| 


OD encouraging to affiit the young, in preparing 


them for uſefulneſs; affording them the means of 


tclping themſelves hereafter, than to throw our cha» 


ity at thoſe grown old in ignorance and vice !—The 


more true knowledge can be diffuſed among all ranks, 
he more true happineſs, the more ſafe 13 liberty, and 
he more likely will men be to embrace the holy relt- 
ion of our bleſſed Saviour. It 1s the boaſt of America 
hat her citizens are enlightened and free. The only 
ray to keep them ſuch, is by rendering the means of 
ducation general and attainable by all. Learning 1s 
he moſt effeAual balance againſt great wealth and 
owerz and 1t 1s of ſingular advantage, that it per- 
ade the lower claſſes of the people. Leaven this 
ump, and you prevent ambitious and deſigning men 
rom cauſing undue fermentations in church or ftate. 
[yranny and ſuperſtition are ſupported by gloomy ig- 
worance, "Theſe, whenever the divine ray of 'know- 
edge 1lluminates the corners of the earth, will flee, 


ke Satan, © with the ſhades of night.” 


Tais city, famous for its many charitable inſtitu- 
ions, has not been forgetful of that concerning which 
now ſpeak. Who has not read with pleaſure the 
ccounts publiſhed by a ſiſter church, year after year? 
Vho does not wiſh them proſperity and ſucceſs? Who 


rould not emulate their virtuous deeds, and be fellows 
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workers with them? This would be a noble ftrife, ang 
worthy the chriſtian name, 


THe charity-ſchool under the care of this church 
18 indeed, yet in its infancy. We have juft drawn the 
children from the flags ; and we need much the bounty 
of ſome one like Pharaoh's daughter. We have begun 
with thirty ; but their number ſhall be increaſed as ſoon 
as you afford the ability. We are not aſhamed either of 
their appearance, or their proficiency in learning, 
'They have done well for the time. 'There may be, 
even 1n this ſmall number, ſome of the future divine 
and ſtateſmen of America; and, if they ſhould not 
riſe to this eminence, we truſt, they will make uſetul 


citizens and honeſt men, 


More than enough has been now ſaid to ſhow the 
propriety of theſe charities, and the encouragement 
which we have to proceed in the advancement of them, 
It 1s unneceſſary to go about to prove what is ſo plan, 
and what every one's feelings alone muſt diate. Nor 
can it be expected, that by ſome ſecret magic, your 
- money is to be allured from you. No ; I addreſs you 
as' men, as citizens, and as chriftians, I tell you 
plainly, that we have need of what you can eafily 
ſpare, and ought freely to give ; that it ſhall be faith- 
fully applied for one of the moſt laudable purpoſes 1n 
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the world. —If you have the feelings of humanity, 
give, If you are patriots, give. If you are chriitians, 


give, If you ſeek your own fatisfaGtion, give, It 


you would be bleſſed in your baſket and in your ſtore, 


fIve, If you would have the prayers of the poor; if | | | 4 
you would be pitied yourſelves when in diſtreſs 5 and [| | j 
if you would obtain the mercy of God in Chriſt, in a bil 
dying hour, open your hearts and your hands to theſe j a 
little ones. They are brought to your door this cven- | bl 


ng, and will you ſhut it againſt them? They are 


harmleſs ſtrangers, caſt into a difficult and enfnaring 


world, and if you refuſe to aſſiſt them, they may wan- 
der into the paths of miſery and ruin, They aſk not 
to continue pon Four bounty z but that you who are 
experienced in the world, and who have it in your 
power, would be pleaſed for Chrilt's ſake to direct ' 


them, and teach them to live to Goy, to their 
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CtounTRY, and to THEMSELYES> Vi 
WE 

| Anp now, brethren, having pled the cauſe of the © 
, ' | 400 

poor and innocent, hear my beſt wiſh for us all ; it isz | FR 


that God would always give us an inclination to do 


good according td our ability ; that he would gract- 


bully pardon ard accept us for the merits of the bleſſed 
Redeemer : and prepare us for fulneſs of joy; and plea- 


wes for evermore; 


/ \0W 1 


& EM: ON. -1X. 


CHARACTER OF MOSES. 


NUMBERS X11. 2- 


\ow the rran Moges was wery meek, ID ALL the men *vhich 
were upon the face of the earth, 

N a former occaſion, the birth and education of 

Moſes were particularly treated. I proceed now 

oconfider the diſtinguiſhing trait in his charaQter, and 

hat is his mee&neſs, "This properly falls under that 

node of preaching which has, now and then, been 


tempted for your inſtruction, 


However Moſes might be celebrated as learned 
1! wiſe, as an able ſtateſman, a d:ſintereſted patriot, 
id 2 ſucceſsful leader; yet his meckneſs 1s mentioned 

that quality of mind for which he was unrivalled. 


les was very meek, above all the men which <were 


pr the face of the earth. 
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Taovcn he was the writer of this hiſtory, yet ws 
are not to apprehend, that this commendation of him. 
ſelf proceeded from oftentation or vain-glory, He 
wrote by in/þ:ration of God; and this teſtimony is ty 
be conſidered as divine. Tt was no more than what 
was due to his own character when aſperſed ; and we 
ind the creat Apollle of the Gentiles commend{as 
himſelf in hke circumſtances. In oppoſition to the 

calumny of his enemies, he mentions the gracious ma- 
nifeſtations which he had enjoyed from God, luis great 
and conſtant labours in the miniftry, and ſays, / an be. 
rome a fuol in gloryings ye have compelied me «+ for 
ought to have Leen COMMENCES of you ; for in nothing an 
IT behind the wry chisf:l apeſiles, thaugh T be nething,* 
Humility, an4 a proper regard to character, are per- 


ſealy conlitent. 


I'r 1s an evidence of the truth and :mpartial!ty of 


Moles, that he relates his own faults and thoſe of his 


nation. Ta the preſent inftance, he hides not tl: 
f:ults of his own family, whatever diſcredit might aritc 
from them. Periaps a fear of reproach has preveit- 
£4 Joſephus, the Jewiſh hiſtorian, from recording ti: 
quarrel of Mwiam and Aaron with Moſes ;3 which, as 
we learn from the firit verſe of this chapter, occalion 
And DMiricn and 


ed the commendation 1n the text, 


F' a3 Cor, $617, 


lent 
tat 
but } 
wiſh 
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Aaron ſpate againſt Moſes, becauſe of the Ethiopian wwo- 
nan whom he had married : for he had marricd an Ethi- 


epian TVoman. The generality of interpreters ſuppoſe 


that this woman was Zipporab, the daughter of Jethro, . 


whom Moſes had married, long bÞefore this, in the 
land of Midian. 
eriginal, a Cu/bite, Cuſh and Midian, if not uſed as 


She is calied an Zh:5pian, or, im the 


ſynonymous, .bordered on cach other, and Jay eaſtward 
of the Red-ſea in Arabia. The only ditficulty 18, why 
they ſhould, after ſuch a length of time, abuſe lum tor 


lis marriage. 


As Miriam was the chief aggreſſor, ſo it is not ime 


probable that the diterence originated between her and 


Zipporah ; in which Aaron become at laſt engaged. — 
Whatever might have becn the beginning of the quar- 


rc}, refletions were caſt upon Moſes ; and there 1s great 


reaſon to believe, that the marriage was only a pre- 


| 


text, and that envy and jealouſy were at the founda- 


3% 1 
 {j0n, They ſaw the honor which God conferred UPS 


| 
8 


loſes, and his influence with the people; they ſaw 
l:m, by the advice of his father-in-law, and without 
coniulting them, appoint judges to affiſt in the povern- 
nent z and they found their own authority and repu- 
ation leſſened, Theſe things excited their jealouſy ; 


but not daring to make a direQ attack on Moſes, or 


viſing to conceal the true cauſe of their reſentment. 
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they ſpeak againſt him as having diſgraced his family, 
and done what was odious in the fight: of the nation, 
by entering into ſuch an alliance. They might har 

ſuppoſed alſo, that he was too much ſwayed in |! 
conduct by her connections, and treated his own with 
diſregard. 'The ſpring of their conduCt appears plain 
| enough from the ſecond verſe: And they faid, Hi 
the Lord indeed [poten only by Miſes ? Hath he not ſpl 
alſo ly us ? * Are not we prophets as well as he? 
«© What pretenfions then has he to all the power, and 
« to ſet up other rulers independent of us ?? This 
was their language ; and it was the more dangerou 
as coming from ſuch charaQers, and from perſons {o 
nearly related to Moſes, When his own brother and 
ſiſter make oppoſition to him, how likely was it to n- 
fe the ambitious and rebellious ſpirits throughout the 
camp ? Having the appearance of a perſonal quarre!, 
he ſhowed no reſentment ; but God, who knew their 
hearts, ſeverely puniſhed their matinous diſpoſition, 


2nd vindicated the honor of his ſervant. 


Waar is farther intended, is to deſcribe the quality 
of meeknefs, and illuſtrate it in the charaCer of Moſcs. 
This ſubje& will appear very important and uſeful, it 
we conſider that meekneſs is one of the fruits whici 


the holy Spirit works in the hearts of his people ; that 
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tis often recommended in ſcripture z and promotes , | 
ur peace and happineſs in the world, ''q ? 
ns l! 
MczxxEss ſignifies mildneſs, or gentleneſs of tem- \ | 
er, and 1s a frame of ſpirit not diſpoſed to wrath, even | * 
vhen provoked by injuries. It does not imply a want j! j 
either of ſenſibility, or nobleneſs of mind, "Fheiſe may | i 


be united with the greateſt meekneſs; and certainly 
were ſo in the character before us, Nor does it ex- 
clude anger on every occaſion, and 1n every degree. 


We read, in ſeveral places, of Moſes being angry. We 


read of our bleſſed Saviour, who was the pattern of a'l 


perfetion, {coking round about on the Phariſees with 


#nger.* Put, the man who is meek, 18, 


FissT, Not angry except on juſt occaſions. Theſe 


—_ 


OE 


are ſuch as deſerve and call for his reſentment. Ze ye 


.. | 5 ho _- 


ancry, ſays the apoſtle, and fin not ;+ the meaning of 
wich 1s, avoid ſinful anger ; or, ſee that when you 
are angry, the circumſtances will juſtify you. The 
paſſions implanted in our nature, are deſigned for wiſe 
purpoſes 3 but ſince our fall, they are become difor- 
 dered, and apt to be exerted on improper objecs.. 


The evil conlifts not in their exerciſe, but in their ir= 


regular indulgence., 'Thus, for a man to be angry at. 1 4 
. . . * b 
rational creatures, at certain adverſe circumſtances 


* Mark iii, 5, + Epheſ, iv. 26, 
2 
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or diſappointments, which have befallen him, and Wo: 
thoſe perſons who were the innocent cauſe of them, i; | 11 
highly improper. 'Theſe are not objeas which wir. WE: 
rant his reſentment, Cain was very wroth, becauſ: WMh;.1: 
the Lord had reſpec unto his brother's offering and no: Wa; 
to his ; Balaam's anger was kindled, becauſe his a'; WW: 
fell down under him; and Jonah was angry even unia ſi: 5: 
death, becauſe a worm ſmote his gourd that it wither Woo | 
cd. All theſe were guilty of ſinful anger. whic 
| | [tion « 
Wurn we examine the occaſions on which Moſes WR b. 
was angry, we ſind tnem great and important. When WM 
ſome of the children of Ifrael, contrary to expreis di- WH =» 
rection, left of the manna until' the morning, and # "mg 
red worms and flank, we are told that 17oes vas <vriil 
with them, Their conduct juſtified his reſentment ; WM Inf 
becauſe it ſhowed diitruit in the providence of God to Wiing 
make daily proviſion for them. He was wroth becauſe oper 
they diſhonored God and injured themſelves by their hi of 
diſobedicnce. Why did his anger <vax hot when they Weople 
made them a molten cal? and worthipped it, but be- Wins, 
cauſe they robbed the true God of his glory ? "lis Mhm h 
appears from theſe words of his to Aaron ; Il hat did tion 
this people unto thee, that thou haſt brought ſo great a ſn Mit je: 


Incern 
} Ex 


upon them 2* And alſo by his words afterward to the 
people; Mes ſaid unto the people, ye have ſinned a gre 


* Exod. xxxii. 2I, 
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u: and now T will go up unto the Lord; peradventure | 
[lall make an atonement for your fin. And Moſes re- | A 
ned unto the Lord, and ſaid, Oh, this people have fin- Wy 
da great fin, and have made them gods of gold.f Why 


43 he angry wvith Eleazar and Iihamar, the ſons of 


/aron, but becauſe they had not eaten the ſin-offering in 
- holy place, agreeably to the law? It 1s to be remarked 


00 in this inſtance, that when Aaron offered an excuſe 
hich ſeemed reaſonable, or at leaſt was ſome mitiga- 


on of his fault, Moſes was ſatisfied. His anger ſub- 


led when the cauſe was removed. Why was he very } i 
oth with Dathan and Abiram, the ſons of Eliab, but | [1 j 
cauſe they blaſphemed and provoked God, by their [& 


Y 
; 1 
4; 
' 
4 


li 
if 
| 
{d 


fidious and mutinous ſpeeches ? 


Ix ſhort, in every inſtance in which we read of his 


Y 
x 
[} 
4 
. 
| 


ing angry except one, which will be mentioned in its 


oper place, the occaſion was juſt, God was diſhonored 


offended, and his ſervant did well to be angry. The 
ple were puniſhed in the divine diſpleaſure for theſe 
ings, for which Moſes was angry ; and we learn 
om his example, that the great cauſe of our indig- 
tion ought to be fin; that we ought to be ſtirred 
th jealouſy when the ſervice and glory of God are 
Incerned, 


7 Exod, xxxii.. 30. 3Ts 


—————  —  — — ———_———— —— —_ — 


152 CHARACTEROT MO3n;, if 


| SECONDLY, The meek man is moderate even in th; Mei! 
j 


reſentment which is lawful. Tt does not take t\: ]Wco: 


aſcendancy over his reaſon, or riſe to an exceſſive (. Mw: 
gree. It does not vent nfelt in indecent expreſſion poſ 
and extravagant actions. How often are men #:: 

tranſported beyond themſelves, incapable of 6 
reting their words or conduct, and ſcem under th: __ 
influence of a temporary madneſs ! 'This 1s far reno. i 
ved from the ſpirit of meeknefs, which gives a man a 
dominion over himſelf, and ſuffers him to hearken to WO) 


the dictates of wiſdom and prudence. ſons 1 


Wren Moſes caft the tables out of his hands, and brat: Wire: 


them beneath the mount, it would ſeem, at firſt view, a ſuch 


att of raſh anger, or a ſally of paſſion. There 1s {at- 
ficient reafon; however, to think, that greatly as he 
mult have been moved, he did not loſe ſeif-command, 
and that he brake the tablcs by divine impulſe ; party 
to puniſh the people for their idolatry, and partly ty 
ſhow by this ſignificant ſign, that the covenant ve 
tween God and them was broken by their ſin, and 
not to. be renewed without bitter repentance, 1 
kad been informed by the Lord of the tranſaction 0 
the people before he left the mount, and had carncli 
interceded for them ; and therefore, he was not n0\ 
taken unawares. Beſides, it is not to be ſuppoſed, tn; 


ſo ſoon after his converſe with God, and the EXCrcl 
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| 


fholy aifetions, he ſhould fall into rage, and behave 
o:trary to his uſual charaQter. As the circumſtances 
ar:nted his indignation, ſo he maintained the come 


ofure and dignity of his mind, 


Ix the third place, The meck man 1s atuated by 
oper MOtLVES. To this we muſt carefully attend on 
his ſubject, for it diſtinguiſhes true meekneſs from a 
emper naturally eaſy and mild. That ſome by ther 
ery conſtitution are not much inclined to angry paſſt- 
"ns is certain 3 and good nature wherever found is no 
teſpicable quality. Tt renders perſons happy in them- 
lves and agreeable to others. Moſes, no doubt, was 
uch an one, diſtin from the influence of grace ;z and 
othis, his manner of hfe had greatly contributed. 
\ſter he 24d from the court of Pharaoh, he ſpent 


orty years 19 a retired and philoſophic lite. 


To human wiſdom it would appcar, that he would 
ave been fitter 1a earher days for the arduous enter- 
iſe of delivering the children of Iſrael from their 
ery, It ſeems indeed, that he had thought ſo h1:m- 
lf, and had revolved in his wind the mighty work ; 
Ir the ſacred hiltorian informs us, that vhen he <vas full 
ty years old, it came into his heart to viſit his brethren, 
e children of Iſrael. And ſeeing one of them ſuffer w:rong, 
ecefonded him, and avinged him that was ofprefſed, ard 
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ſmote the Fgyptian « For he ſuppoſed his brethren will 
have underſlood, how that God by his hand would delrg 
them ; but they underſtood not.* "The time was not ve 
come ; and God ſaw meet to mature Mofes by an 
and experience. At forty he might have been mars 
a&ive and enterpriſing, but at eighty he was more wik 
and patient. By fo long a continuance in Midiar, 
engazcd in the paſtoral life, he had diſmiſſed all am. 
tious views, and grown fond of retirement and con- 
emplation. This may be a reaſon, beſides his ex 


treme diffidence, why he withed to be excuſcy iron 


the undertaking. 'The cautioa, the timidity, and (l; 
averiion to noity and tumultuous ſcenes naturat to ag 
began to creep upon lym. At this period, rattle 


than at any other,. God ſaw him the fitteſt to accon-W 7, 
pl his Geſigns, * 


Bur, though Moſes, by nature, was mild, and tlc: v 
temper was nouriſhed and ſtrengthened by his age and«: 5 


manner of life, yet it is to be aſcribed to more noll:}'odu 


principles. Divine grace ſubducd the inordinate ale: 


tions of his ſoul, and brought him under the 11:2; 
ence of religious motives.—The meek man acts fron wr 
a regard to the pardoning love of God. He forgive: Cc 
becauſe he has been forgiven. Becauſe God loves hun Un 
he loves his brother, 'The law which enjoins tis, Wl , 
rits 


v Acts Vil, 23==25» 
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law of his God, and which he knows to be holy, 
1 and good. He imitates God, who is /{oxv 79 anger, 
nd plenteous in mercy, who deals not with men after their 
it, nor rewards them according to their iniquities. Take 
wv yore pon yous ſays the compaſſionate Redeemer, and 
urn of me, for 1 am meek and lowly in heart. * The 
Iriſtian is under the power of the truths of the goſpel, 
ad copies the example cf Chrilt. This, as has been 
d, is to be carefully obſerved, otherwiſe we ſhall 
take the workings of nature for the gifts of grace ; 
nd*the ſemblance for the reality. "The principle trom 
lich this meekneſs ſprings, and the motives by which 
{3 guided, are the great things which evidence its 


-nuinencſs and ſincerity. 


 FourTHLY, the meek man is not ſoon angry, He 
patient and forbearing. He 1s not like flax or pow- 
z which kindles at the ſlighteſt touch, but rather 
xe green wood which mult be long blown, before you 
roduce a flame 3 or like a flint which emits no 
arzles unleſs it be often and violently ſtruck, This 
rerified in the charaRer of Moſes. 


Wazn we conſider the multitude of people with 
tom he had to deal, not an army, but a nation; when 
* conſider their untraCtable diſpoſition, and the 
ats to which they were reduced ; their frequent 


* Matt, xi, 29, 
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murmurings and rebellions, and the great length 
time he led them, how admirable does his meekne w 
pear ! How juſt the deſcription which Joſephus hy 
given of him! © He was,” ſays he, ©* ſo great a mi, 
&* ter of his paſſions, that he . lived as though he hat 
© none ; or asif he knew them only by their name 
& or by obſerving them in others.” During the why} 
forty years he led this rebellious and Rtiff-necked Ped 
ple in the wilderneſs, there 1s only one inſtance re 
corded, in which he was not meek, and by whicl: le 
diſpleaſcd God. "This was at Meribah Kadeſh, wher: 
the people murmured for water, and where taking 
his red, he ſaid, Hear now, ye rebels, muſt wwe felch yn 
water out of this rock ? and he ſmote the rock taice.* On 
this occaſion he behaved amiſs, either by impatience, 
or by diſtruſt, or both ; and God teſtified his di 
pleaſure by declaring that Moſes and Aaron ſhoull 
not bring the congregation into the land of Canaan, 
To this the Pſalmiſt refers, when he ſays, They anger- 
ed him alſo at the waters of flrife, ſo that it event ill «vill 
DTofes for their ſakes ; becauſe they provoked his ſpirit, ſ 
that he ſpake unadviſedly with his lips. This inſtance 


ſhows, that though he was meet above all the men which 


were upon the face of the earth, yet he was not blamelels 


No other man in his ſituation, would have exlbitcd 


* Num, xx. 10; £I.-. + Pſalm cvi., 32: 33« 


a. At th. de. ts 
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the ſame patience and forbearance, under ſuch multi- 


plicd provocations ; and even he fell ſhort of perfeCtion, 


As the meek man is not ſoon, ſo neither 1s he long 


angry. He is incapable of harbouring in his breaſt 


the defire and intention of revenge. Anger, ſays Solo- 
mon, refteth in the boſom of ſools.* Meekneſs will diſpoſe 
to remove, as ſoon as poſlible, the cauſe of offence, and 
to effet a reconciliation. Let not the ſun, ſays the 
Apoſtle, go dowon upon your wwrath.+ When the chriſtian 
pays his evening devotion, he ought to [ft vp holy 
hands without wrath. More eſpecially, 1s it the caſe, 
that in all injuries merely perſonal, the meek maa is 


not fo0n or long angry ; and this 18, 


Taz laſt obſervation, I ſhall make in deſcribing the 
character. He is not concerned for his own honor 


and advantage ſeparate from the interelts of religion. 


This is evident from what gave riſe to the words of 


the text. The quarrel of Miriam and Aaron was par- 
teularly with Moſes, and therefore, he took no notice 
of it, He left it with God to vindicate his characer, 


and iruſtrate any evil conſequence, 


Hree is certainly an important diſtin&ion. Pers 
lone] injuries we may bear ; but, when the glory of 
® Fccl, vii. 9, + Eph. iv, 26, 
P 


"0, > Ip 40, OA oe Oe 
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God is in queſtion, we mult not be filent. In the latter 
caſe, we fee Moſes bold as a hon ; but in the former 
meek as a lamb. Indeed the honor of God was 
wounded in the conduct of Miriam and Aaron ; he. 
cauſe they ſpoke againit one who held a public ſtztton; 
21d therefyure we find that God ſuffered them not t9 
£0 uapuniihed. Tins 13 a warning to: ſuch as make 
Frog with public characters, As far as they leſſen them 

js of the peopie, they injure their uſefulneſs, 
Ito at to ſpeak againlt their failings, without 
tailing them in their official character; nor is it lefs 
difficult for official men themſelves to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween what 1s merely perſonal and what is not. "This 
25 certain, that the glory of Ged is the chief end 
which all ought to ſeek, and their own reputation as 
ſubordinate ;z and if theſe are ſteadily purſued, God 
ſpall bring forth their righteouſneſs as the light, and thi 


judgment as the noon-day, 


By way of improvement of this ſubjeR, T remai* 


a5 before, 


FirxsT, That God beftows upon perſons ſuch gift? 
and graces .as qualify them for the work they arc 
called to perform. Who does not ſee that meel:nels 
was neceiary in one employed in ſo tedious and 1:h0- 


fions a bulineſs, as leading the Iſraelites in their 
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marches through the wilderneſs? That on this account, 


this grace was given to Moſes, in an eminent degree ? 


Acain, as Moſes was a remarkable type of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in many other things, fo alſo in 
meekneſs. To point out thoſe things in him which 
were typical of Chriit, would alone furniſh matter 


ſufficient for a diicourſe. Let me rather, at preſcat, 


Urct you, my brethren, to ſcek to obtain this 
ſpirit of meckneſs. Thoſe in younger life ought to cn- 
deavour to bring their paſſions under due government, 
Dy long indulzence they grow ſtubborn and unruly, 
Sudden gults of anger are often excuſed on account of 
their ſhort continuance. It is common to fay, that 
«ſuch a-man 1s haſty, but his anger 1s ſoon over.”? 
This, however, 1s no ſufficient excuſe, and ſuch ſud- 
den and frequent ſtarts make a man miſeravle mn lum- 
[if and dangerous to others. He is lable to ſpeak 
| and do wrong things, wich It 18 impoſſible for him, 
| lowever deſirous, to repair. This 18 the angry many 
| with whom Solomon adviſes ts male n2 friendſhip ; whe 
furious man with whom he fays, thou ſhalt not go.* If in 


'!s paroxiſms he always wound your feci.ngs, what 


avails it though he be afterwards prodigiouſly torry ? 


® Prov, zxii, 24. 
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166 CHARACTER OF MOSES. 


Let a freſh occaſion offer, and as uſual, he cafeth fire. 


brands, arrows and death. 


Even reaſon and conſtant attention will teach you 
ſelf-command ; but let me dire& you to the never fail. 
ing remedy, the grace of God. Apply to the merits of 
the Saviour for the pardon of your ſins, and to his 

Hpirit to ſandify your natures. Without theſe you can- 
not obtain ſalvation. Depend not on any thing you 
find in yourſelves. The beſt natural diſpoſition and the 
beſt works are not meritorious in the ſight of God, 
True meekneſs and every ſaving grace are not the 
fruit of our own endeavours, but of the Spirit of God ; 
and therefore, his agency you mult ſcek, and on this 


rely. 


Meexntss might be recommended to you by its ſe- 
veral advantages in this world ; ſuch as, keeping you 
from the attempts of the injurious ; rendering your 
reproofs ſucceſsful ; giving you ſelf-enjoyment, and 
promoting your temporal intereſt. Bleed are the met, 
for they ſhall inherit the earth ;* by which is not meant 
that they ſhall inherit a large portion of earthly things; 
but that they ſhall have the ſureſt enjoyment of the, 
as far as they are necdful and convenient ; that tliry 
ſhall enjoy them with the leaſt ſtrife and anxiety 3 


* Matt. v. 5. 


CHARACTER OF MOSES. 16: 


and with the trueſt ſatisfattion in their own minds, Tn 
ſhort, meekneſs is that quality which makes us moſt 


kappy i ourſelves, and molt acceptable to others. 


Ler me conclude with exhorting believers to cultivate 
this divine temper. Come to the fulneſs of Chriſt and 
receive grace for grace. Hearken to the words of the 
Apoſtle, who had learned of Chriſt, and in his name 
 rddrefſes you ; Put on,therefore, (as the clef of God, holy 
ond beloved) bowels of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of 
mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering ; forbearing one another, and 
forgiving one another ; if any man have a quarrel againſt 


nry even as Chrif forgave you, fo affs do yo." 


5:CoL tt 12.13: 


_ 
A 6 4 1dr. - — - 
4 : C - bs & —— > ; a: — 
-. - - * = - - . —_ pe 
, —_— . * - o » 
- 
P——_—_ —  — bg OY wa —_ - 199 bo. 6 > WP T - Dn —_— ow _ ” —— 4 ou - 
nazpe ar — — . 2; > - PR of ———- ts * , k. — b — b —_ OO Sp oh 
OY 5 % — - — = - E 
\ —__ nag Mr —g—__ gy ” —_ - «. "x - =>» pA 1. A C 4 - = o_ N 
4X -. . - py - = Io — p 
2 . , RE a GST . adore ESD. = *-- — 2 IY - - x = _— ” > = < 
- S -— N - - - ©; _ __ - 
D - = , =_ _ - TS... WEIS - 0 —_ : N 
ol . - 4 _— _— 
—_— 


==> 
Dn 


- 
— 


Py Ea ti By Gn th wt. ett od, Bs 14mg 4.4 ow x wi ” a” | 
EEE ate os nb 2 ED a DE Os A; ns. 
— "x _ 3. * - - 
- ” Bo . 


A 


-- 


OI 
che 
- ———_—_— 
— oo 
— 


OO ne pom hte tine —AES—<ro 
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Let a freſh occaſion offer, and as uſual, he caſteth fire. 


brands, arrows and death. 


Even reaſon and conſtant attention will teach you 
felf-command ; but let me dire& you to the never fail. 
ing remedy, the grace of God. Apply to the merits of Wi tl 
the Saviour for the pardon of your ſins, and to his Wi "* 
9pirit to ſanCtify your natures, Without theſe you C2N- A 
not obtain ſalvation. Depend not on any thing you d 
find in yourſelves. 'The beſt natural diſpoſition and the ON 
beſt works are not meritorious in the ſight of God, m1 
True meckneſs and every ſaving grace are not the 
fruit of our own endeavours, but of the Spirit of God; 
and therefore, his agency you mult ſcek, and on thus 


rely, 


MeExNtss might be recommended to you by its {e- 
veral advantages in this world ; ſuch as, keeping you 
from the attempts of the injurious ; rendering your 


reproofs ſucceſsful ; giving you ſelf-cnjoyment, and 


promoting your temporal intereſt. Bleed are the mecs, 
for they ſhall inherit the earth ;* by which is not meant 
that they ſhall inherit a large portion of earthly things; 
but that they ſhall have the ſureſt enjoyment of thelc, 
as far as they are necdful and convenient ; that. tliey 


ſhall enjoy them with the leaſt ſtrife and anxiety ; 


* Matt. v. 5. 


CHARACTER OF MOSES. 


IGr 
: and with the trueſt ſatisfa&tion in their own minds. Tn 
' ſhort, meekneſs is that quality which makes us moſt 


| lappy in ourſelves, and moſt acceptable to others. 


| Let me conclude with exhorting believers to cultivate 
this divine temper. Come to the fulneſs of Chriſt and 
| receive grace for grace. Hearken to the words of the 
' Apoſtle, who had learned of Chrift, and in his name 
 iddreſſes you 3 Put on, therefore, (as the cle of God, holy 
ond beloved) bowvels of mercies, tindneſs, humbleneſs of 


| nind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering ; furbearing one another, and 


» 


' forgiving one another ; if any man have a quarrel againſt 


| 


ez « even as Chrift forgave you, fo alſo dove ® 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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In kKMON--£ 


115STORY AND CHARACTER 
OF SAMSON. 


JuDGEsS X111. 24. 25- 


' And the woman bare a ſon, and called his name SAMSON ! and the 
child grew, and the Lord bleſſed him. And the SPIRIT of the 
Lokp began to move him at times in the camp of Dan, between 


Zorah and Eſbtaol. 


FRHOUGH every part of ſcripture 1s not equally 
eſſential, yet none is uſeleſs or unneceſfary-. 


The ſacred hiſtorian ſpends no leſs than four chapters 


n giving the life of Samson ;z and he is enrolled by 
the Apoſtle in his catalogue of ancient worthies. In 


preſenting you then with characters, I may not omit 


is, for it is written as well as the others, for our in- 
iruQtion, The difpenſations of Divine Providence 


towards him were various and remarkable ; no man 


"Ter lived his equal in bodily ſtrength, and of whom 
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ſuch extraordinary achievements are related. He waz; 


himſelf an army. With his fingle arm he 1pread v. 


ſtruction among the enemies of his nation, and put 
hoſts to flight. 


Hz hved at a time when the children of Iſracl were 


{ uader the dominion of the Philiftines, and 'was raiſed 
| 
| | up by God for the expreſs purpoſe of beginning thicir 


1 ; . . 
4 deliverance. He was one of thoſe ſupreme magiitrates, 


called judges, who governed that people after the 
death of Joſhua, until the time of Saul, their firſt king, Mere 


— ee i re id tees 
_ X —_ —_—_— Y 


'Fhis office was not hereditary, and was not always con- Wirin 
tinued or uninterrupted. "Though the authority of the ve 
judges was not much inferior to that of kings, yet they Mkonti 
had no revenues, and lived without pomp or ſplendor, Wikre w 
vRards orequipage. They were commonly aypointed Miorſ 
by God, and were his vice-gerents ; for He alone was hade 
to be conſidered as ſovereign of the nation. Let vs Mhrtic 
firſt attend to a brief hiſtory of Samſon - then, to ſome ſic ru 
queſtions which occur ; and laftly, to ſuch improve 


- raent as the whole will ſuggeſt, 


SamsON was the ſon of Manoah, of the tribe ol pod a 
Dan. His mother whoſe name is not mentioned 41 Mp t! 
ſcripture, having no children, an angel appeared to her Wn tc 
and foretold the birth of a ſon, giving her at the ſame ſto te 
time, particular dire&ions, that ſhe ſhould drink 99 
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nc, nor ſtrong drink, nor eat any unclean thing ; to 
-t n0 razor come upon her ſon's head, for that he 


ould be a Nazarite unto God from the womb, 


' NazarITES were perſons who brought themſelves 
nder a vow of obſerving a more than ordinary degree 
f purity, Beſides the laws already mentioned, they 
| 'rht not come near a dead body, or aflilt at a funeral, 
\ rigidly was this obſerved, that if any happened to 
| ſuddenly 1n their preſence, they began the whole 
remony of ſeparation anew. Samſon according to 
I:ine order was conſecrated by his parents, and while 
crow laſted only a ſhort time with ſome, he was to 
ontinue a Nazarite the whole term of his life ; and yet 
ewould think that, by reaſon of his frequent 1ater- 
arſe with the Philiſtines, and the ſlaughter oiten 


ade among them, he muſt have been exempted by 


ticular diſpenſation, from the obſervance of ſome of 


ie rules. 


Tis mother of Samſon having informed her huf- 
wil of what the angel had told her, he requeſted of 
50d another viſit, which was accordingly granted, 


d the former directions were repeated. Manoah 


len took a kid and offered it in ſacrifice to the Lord, 


ho teſtified his acceptance by the aſcent of the ange! 
the flame of the altar, | 
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As the angel had foretold, the woman bare a ſq, 
whom ſhe named Samſon. Very carly 1 life, the jj. 
rit of the Lord began to move him ; to infuſe into his 
mind heroic thoughts, and enable him to diiplay ut. 
common ſtrength and courage.—Perhaps it 1s not 79. 
ing too far out of the way for a remark to ſay her, 
that ſtrong liquors are by no means neceſlary to thy 
health and firength of the body. The free and con. 
ſtant uſe of them weaken and deſtroy. Sam 
quenched lus thirit with pure water, and where was th 
arm nerved like his? His ftrength indeed, as will be 
afterward ſeen, was miraculous ; but may we not ſup 
poſe, that his mode of life was beit adapted to the pur 
poſe, and infer that plain faod and drink make tle 
body moſt ative and vigorous? It 18 a miltake to 
prevalent, that men cannot-ſuſtain hard labour without 
the aid of diſtilled ſpirits. Experience might teaci 


that thoſe who abſtain, or at leaſt uſe them with greit 


moderation, endure fatigue better, are more free fron 


diſeaſes, and eſcape the danger of contraQing the per 


nicious and deteſtable habit of intoxication. 


Wurzrn Samſon was come to mature age, he was 
very deſirous of obtaining for a wife, the daugiter 0 
a Philitine at a place called Timnath. 'This cl101Ct 
his parents did not approve, but wiſhed him to avoid 


connection with 1dolaters and enemies, and to mu! 
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pong his own people. They knew not that this 
= thing would introduce a quarrel between him 
1 the Philiſtiness It 1s thought that Saraſon had 
KG foreknowledge that this marriage would eventu- 
ll; prove of advantage to his nation, and that this 
pade him ſo anx1ous to accompliſh it. Ge? her for mey 
; id he, for ſhe pleaſeth me qvell.* Though matches 
re generally made through mutual good hing, yet 
pmething more than the gratification of his fancy, 1s 
kpreſed in theſe words, if we conſider what immedt- 
| dy follows 3 Fe ſought an orcafion againſt the Philiſ= 
be ; by this mean he hoped for opportunities of 


hecking their 1nfolence and oppreſſion. But in 
Flat.ver ight we view this, and other parts of his 


tondud, we muſt remark and admire the wiſdom of 


od, in over-ruling every event for the fulfilment of 
| purpoſes, What to man ſeems calamitous, 1s often 

the end happy ; yea; out of the worſt aCtions, he 
ings great good. 


| TxrsE indulgent parents conſented ſo far as to go 
ith their ſon and treat about his intended marriage; 
athe way he gave the fir inſtance that is recorded, 
this amazing agility and ſtrength. Having departed 


little from his company, a lion, young, furious and 


aring, was ready to ſpring upon him. Though he 
* Chap xiv. 3, | 
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: 
: 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 


had no weapon in his hand, yet he received the liy 


and rent him, with as much eaſe as if it had been a ki bci 
| | $21 
Wuex he paſſed this ſame way, at the time oi 
pointed to celebrate his nuptials, his parents bein Ls 
again with him, he turned aſide to view the carcaſc, mi 
the lion, which he found dried up, and a ſwarm of le 1a 
with honey in the ſkeleton. He ate of the honey, an nov 
gave ſome to his father and mother : but, as he hu... 
not before informed them of his exploit in killing tir: 
lion, ſo neither did he now inform them whence he ha the 
taken the honey. Though bees are known to aro | 
difagreeable ſmells and to abſtain from fleſh, yet if va: 
conſider that nothing remained of the lion but GQ 
bones, 1t will not ſeem incredible that they f-ttled ! 
his {cull ; eſpecially as they have been ſometimes ſui C” 
in the ſkulls and tombs of men, 4 
9 
Ox this circumſtance, Samſon formed the rica_h*®, 
which he propoſed to the young men, who bore lt ſe 
company, as was then the cuſtom, at his marriage teat been 
He engaged, if they could explain it, during the tune Cor 
of the feaſt, to give them thirty ſheets, and thirty choncWvier: 
of garments, or ſuits of clothes ; but if they failed, tl! Um 
were to forfeit an equal number to him. 'The v010ll 1 


vi the riddle were, Out of the eater came forth eat, ti 
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rut of the firong, or ſharp, came forth ſweetneſs.* Not 
hcing able to expound this riddle, they applied to 
Qmſon's wife, threatening her grievouſly, if ſhe did 
not obtain the ſecret from him. So early had they 
arned on what ſide he was vulnerable, and how they 


night afſail him to the greatelt advantage. 


powerful of all female weapons, until at length, on the 
ſrenth, or laftt day of the feaſt, he revealed it to her ; 
ke told the young men, who before the expiration of 
the hnited time, anſwered the riddle, by ſaying, What 
is ſeeeter than honey ? and what is flronger than a 


lov %F 


SamsoNn greatly enraged at their unfair condu&, 
went immediately to Aſhkelon, a city of the Phulii- 
tes, and having ſlain thirty men, brought their 
cothes 3 but reſenting the treachery of his wife, he left 
ker, and returned to his father's houſe. In his abſence 
he was married to one of the young men who had 
been his companions at the wedding ; ſo that when 
One time after he took a preſent, and came wit.. = 
ew of being reconciled to her, her father refuſed 


im admittance to her chamber, informing him of 


* Chap. xiv, L4. + Chap. xiv. 18, 


% 


She beſet. 


lim with great importunity, and with tears, the moſt. 
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what had happened, and thought to ſatisfy him hy 


offering a younger and fairer fiſter in her ſtead. 


SAMSON conſtruing this into a deſigned affront to 
him by the Philiſtines, determined on revenge, which 
he executed in a very ſingular manner. Having cdl. 
leRed three hundred foxes, and tying them two and 
two, he put a lighted fire-brand or torch between 
them, and letting them go in their fields, in time of 
harveſt, burnt up their corn, both that which was in 
the ſhocks, and that which was ftill ſtanding, as well 
as the wine and olive yards. When the Philiſtines 
underſtood that Samſon had done this, and the occa- 
fion of his oTence, they burat his wife and father-in- 
1zw, through vexation. Upon which, not contented 
with burning their fields, and to vex them {till more, 
he aſſaulted their perſons, and made a prodigious 


laughter among them. 


Ir has becn objeed as incredible, that Samſon 
ſhould have been able to procure fo great a number of 
foxes. Inſidels in particular, have been pleaſed for 
want of better arguments, to turn this hiſtory into 
ridicule ; for ſo nice is the faith of theſe men, that 
though they believe ſome things much more difficult, 
yet they cannot believe this, becauſe recordec in what 


1s called a divine revelation, 
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Some have ſolved the difficulty by giving another 
tranſlation of the words, and ſome by calling in the 


aid of a miracle. But without having recourſe to 


either of theſe, there is nothing unaccountable in the 


tranſation as here related. We know both from fa» 


cred and profane hiſtory, that foxes abounded in this 


country, and that ſome places had their names from 
this very circumſtance. We read of the Iand of Shual, 
or the fox, of Hazar Shual, or the fox's habitation, 
and of Shual-abbim in the very tribe to which Samſon 
belonged. It is not ſaid in what ſpace of time he col- 
leted theſe foxes. It is not ſaid they were taken by 
hunting, and by a ſingle hand. He might have been 
colleting them for ſome time; they might have 
bezn taken in nets, and by many hands, We know 
further that foxes are very miſchievous animals, and 
the deſign 1n taking thera raight have been, as well for 


their deſtrution as for injury to the Philiſtines.—Tt 


6aſerted in hiſtory that Lucius Sy!la, when he was 


pretor, ordered to be ſhown on the amphitheatre, an 
lundred lions 3 that Julius Czſar, when he was dic- 
tator, four hundred ; and that the Emperor Probus, 
at one ſpeQacle, ' exhibited a thouſand oftriches, a 


thouſand ſtags, a hundred Lybian, and a hundred | 


dyrian Leopards, and a vaſt number of other ſtrange 
creatures, Did theſe colle& and bring from afar ſuch 


a multitude of creatures, rare and difficult to take, 
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112. HISTORY AND 


and ſhall it be thought romantic, or incredible, tl; 
Samſon, a judge of Iſrael, ſhould colle& three hundre 
creatures, cafily managed, and which abounded in his 
neighhourhood ? Is it not a ſtrange faith that ſwalloy 


the one, and ſtrains at the other ? 


Nos let ſuperficial thinkers imagine, that this fira 
tagem of Samſon was ill-choſen. Nothing could have 
anſwered his purpoſe hetter. To have employed hands 
was not ſo hkely to have ſpread the fire, 'and would 
have brought upon them the vengeance of the Philiſ. 
tines ; but the foxes turned out in different parts, tyed 
in pairs, running ſwiftly, and now and then drawing 
contrariwite, were likely to ſpread the fire over the 


vhole country, as the event fully proved. 


IT :s not the deſign at preſent to vindicate Samſon 
13. this proceeding, but to ſhow that what he is related 
to liave done, was neither impraQicable nor fooliſh. 
 Whatche did, and his rightcouſneſs in doing it, are 
two different things. This very ſtory of the foxes 
3s 1n ſome meaſure confirmed by heathen teſtimony. 
It was commemorated at Rome, on every return of 
their harveſt, by the ceremony of tying foxcs, and 
Jetting them go. It 1s. true, that one of their poets 


has given another reaſon for this cuſtomy but it us 
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highly probable, that the true origin was this ſtrata- 


gem of Samſon. Let us return to his hiſtory. 


ArTrs the great ſlaughter of the Philiitines, which 
125 been mentioned, he retired to the rock Etam, a 
| place of ſecurity in the tribe of Judah. The Philiſ- 
tines having ſuffered ſo many injuries, came in armed 
force to demand that he ſhould be delivered up, The 
| n:ople of Judah fearing their wrath, ſent three thou- 
 fand men, who expoſtulated with Samion, on the dan- 
 gerous confequences of his conduct ; and told him, 
' that they were come to bind and dcliver lum up 
mto the hands of the Philifines To this he 
ſubmitted, on their ſolemn promiſe, that they them- 
{elves would not join with the enemy againſt him. They 
bound him with two new cords, brought him to tie 
camp of the Philiſtines, who ſhouted with joy, to ſee 
| their deſtroyer as they thought, under their power. 
| damſon, filled with the ſpirit of heroiſm, and endowed 
with amazing ſtrength, brake the cords from him 
2 a thread touched by the flame, and finding the new 
jw-bone of an aſs, he flew with it a thouſaud men. 
They only eſcaped, who came not withia his reach. 
Upon this the warrior triumphantly ſang, With the 


jaww-bone of an a;T, heaps upon heaps, ith the jaww-bene 


i an aſs, have 1 ſlain a thouſand men, Jn commemo» 
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ration of this aſtoniſhing victory, he called the place, 
Ramath-Lehi, the lifting up of the jaw-bone.* 


THis is the higheſt inſtance of perſonal ftrengt}, 
and proweſs any where recorded, and can be accounted 
for only by ſupernatural aid, and that wonderful 
firength which God, at times, diffuſed through all 
his ſinews, joints and bones. It is to be conſidered 
that in this age, fire-arms were unknown, and bodily 
{ſtrength always gave the ſuperiority in battle, and was 
highly prized in a warrior. We can eafily conceive 
too that certain circumitances might have favored this 


The Philiſtines, ſecing Samſon 


bound, might have run out to meet him 1n a diforderly 


terrible ſlaughter. 


manner, leaving what arms they had behind ; when 
at once, his burſting his cords, coming forward with 
the utmoſt fury, and ſpreading havoc all around, might 
have thrown them into total deje&ion, confuſion and 
ſtraggling flight, Important vicories often depend 
on ſmall circumſtances, which are under the direction 
of God, and which men can neither foreſce nor 


prevent. 


SAMSON greatly fatigued, and finding no water in 
the place, was ready to periſh with thirſt, He made 
[ his ſupplication to God, who cauſed a fountain t9 
®* Chap, xv. 16, 17. 
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ſpring UP» of which Samſon drank and revived. In ou? 


tranſlation it 18, God clave an hollow place that was in 
the jav, and there came water thereout 5* but ſome ſup- 
poſe, that it ſhould be, Ze clave a Dotlow place in Lehi. 
The miracle 1s the ſam2 in both caſes, for it was as 
eaſy to bring water from the bone, as from .a rock, 
only the latter interpretation ſeems to agree with what 
is afterward ſaid of its being in Leh: unto this day ; 
where we can more ealily conceive a ſpring, than the 


w-bone to have remained. 


How forcibly are we taught here the frailty of man, 
nd his entire dependance upon God. Samſon, invin- 
able by hoſts, faints with thirſt! After a moſt remark- 
able conqueſt, he is in danger of falling into the hands 


of his enemies! His arm is unſtrung, his countenance 
pale, and his tongue parched ! Surely no man has 
fon to boaſt of what he is, or what he does ; but all 
be glory is to be aſcribed to God. We are alfo 
aght that God is near to help his people in time of 


ted, Samſon called upon him in diſtreſs, and found 
wieſ, 


'S& 
AFTER this, Samſon, encouraged by his ſucceſs, 


ſent boldly and lodged in Gaza, one of the Philiſtian 


ties, where underſtandin g that they laid wait for him 
* Chap. xv, 19, | 


s ITT ROSETTE UT MAGS 


<T< 


ad 


— 

RY —_ —_ 

——_ -—2&- 
+ % Arc 


tos Goa - « . - 
rang - : 


2 = : 
ono "OT Aon rtBe n 


— 
* 9. 


_ fr wu _—_—_ em __— 
—— _— 


$= 
au... WEIS EE OT, an ny bp - 
bY > © uot er Rr ot ep ants re = 


— 
os pi 
_ > p "= 


ar Boa, 
ob —v T4. 
hn i 10" 


Can = 
_ 


” 1, ee oe. Es 


— 
_—_— og b 


2MISIIGE. £+ 0 Ya.” 


Be OD SY 


-— —_ 
Wo en — - - 


_ 


—— 


9 = G 
—  — — — — — —  _— —  — — — — 
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till the morning, he roſe in the night, plucked up the 
cates of the city with the two poſts and the bar, and 
laying them upon his ſhoulders, carried them as far 1; 
the top of a hill, in ſight of Hebron. At length, x 
moſt fatz] adventure befel him. 7? came to paſs, tha 
he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whoſe name 1a; 
Delilah.* Whether this was a woman of Iſrael, or 
one of the daughters of the Philiſtines ; whether ſix 
was his wite, or only a harlot, is not ſaid in ſcripture, 
vome have been of opinion that Samſon was married 
to her; but others, becauſe there 1s no mention made 


of any marriage rites, and becauſe the Philiſtines 


bribed her to betray ham, have been of a dillerent 


opinion. Certain it 1s, that ſhe was of a mercenary . 
diſpoſition, and whatever charms and allurements 6 11 
perſon ſhe poſſeſſed, had a very baſe and treacherous f; 
heart, She undertook for a fam of money promiſed E- 
her by the Lords of the Philiſtines, to obtain from A 
Samſon, and diſcover to them, the ſource of his uns V} 


common {trength. She beſet him with all her arts and 


wiles ; he evaded, but in vain 3 ſhe redoubled her dil 


gence ; ſhe teazed, wept and upbraided. S7: au 
unto him, how canſt thou ſay, I love thee, when thin 
heart is not with me ? Thou haſt mocked me the/? tare 
times, and haſt not told me wherein thy great firong! 
lieth.F Samſon feared not his encmies in the field 


* Chap. xvi. 4« + Chap. xvi, IS. 
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though an hoſt encamped againſt him ; but here was 
in enemy he could not withſtand. At the name of 
Philiftine, every nerve was ſtretched and every muſcle 
{relied ; but before Delilah he was tame, ſubmiſſive, 
ard cringing. © Blandiſked parhes, ferninine aſſaults 


:4 tongue-batteries,” 


were more dangerous to him 
1zn would have been all the ſons of Anak. The re- 
nowned ſoldier, ſoftened with pleaſure, and vexed to 
th, lard the pledge of his ſtrength in her lap, ſuf- 
ſered his locks to be ſhaven, broke his vow, and the 
Lord departed from him. The Phili/lines be upon thee 
lan/on, Ariſe, ſoldier, ariſe ! Weak now as other 
en, the Philiſtines came upon him, put out his eyes, 
zred him to Gaza, bound him with ſetters of braſs, 
nd made him grind at a mill, Iike an abje& ſlave, 
lt now, where 1s Samſon, the Judge of Iſrael, the 


error of his enemies, and the bulwark of his nation ? 


betrayed, captived, blind, inſulted, a deſpicable 
uige Beſides the many uſcful reflegions which 
cur here, who does not ſee the awful conſequence 
: lining againſt God? This reduced Samſon into ail 
s miſery and diſtreſs. Ye unwary youth, learn from 
is example to ſhun the faſcination of unlawful plea- 
re, See how it debaſes the ſoul, and at once blaſts 
ey uſeful and honorable purſuit in life. Hearken 
the ſalutary inſtruction of Solomon ; Let not thine 


art decline to her ways, go not aflray in her paths. For 
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fhe hath caft down many wounded ; yea many firony nn 
have been ſlain by her. Her houſe is the away to hell, Yoing 
down to the chambers of death.* But it is time to haſta 
to the concluding ſcene. 


SAMSON continued 1n this deplorable fituation, uni 
his hair began to grow, and God, on his repentance, 
-nd renewal of his vow, was pleaſed to reſtore his 
ſtrength. About this time, the Lords of the Phill 
tines came together to rejoice, and offer ſacrifice to 
their god Dagon, for having delivered their work 
enemy into their hands; and when they had grow 
merry, they ſent for Samſon, that they might divat 
themſelves with him. "The building where the ſeal 
was cclebrated, and which held a vaſt number of ſpec: 
tators, 1s generally ſuppoſed to have been of wood, 
and erc&ed after the form of the theatres among the 
Romans. It is alſo ſuppoſed, that about the middk 
of the building were two large beams upon which the 
weight of the whole ſtruQture reſted, and that thele 
beams were ſupported by two main pillars contiguous 
to each other. There are accounts in ancient hiltory 
of more capacious buildings of this ſort, than what1 


| here mentioned. 


ArTer Samſon had made ſport for them, he aſke 
the perſon who led him, to ſuffer him to lean upol 


* Prov. Vit. 25—27, 
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e pillars. Having laid hold on them, one with his 
cht hand, and the other with his left, and ſupplica- 
17 God for ſtrength, he ſhook the houſe, ſo that it 
ll, and cruſhed no leſs than three thouſand perſons 
death, and himſelf in the midſt of them. 


Tavs died this extraordinary man, of whom, what 
fabled of He&Qor, Achilles, or Hercules, was true, 
nd more. Indeed it 1s probable that the heathen 


Trcules was the Samſon uf ſacred writ. — Time will 


me queſtions which ariſe from this hiſtory, 


1. Was Samſon of vaſt bulk, or gigantic ſize of 
dy ?!—Had this been the cafe, the Philiſtines would 
we been at no loſs to diſcover wherein his great 
rength lay 3 but ſeeing ſuch aſtoniſhing feats per- 
med by a body not uncommon, it might well excite 
ar wonder. His ſtrength was evidently miraculous; 
crhaps not always inherent, but beſtowed as the occa- 
0n required. Thus we find it ſaid, when he performed 
s exploits, that the Spirit of the Lord moved him ; 
me upon him ;* and came mightily upon him. By theſe 


wpreſſions we are not to underſtand the ſanaifying 


luences of the Spirit, but the communication of 


itraordinary bodily ſtrength ; for we muſt diſtinguiſh 
ktween the gifts and the graces of the Spirit, 


acely admit, to introduce even in the bricſe{t manner, 
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2. Was his hair the natural cauſe of his ſtrength 
This is not to be ſuppoſed. His ſtrength depend 
upon the covenant between God and him, the figy gf 
which was his hair. When therefore he ſuffered this 
to be cnt off, he broke this covenant, and forfeited hi 


right to the bleſſing, 


3. A mors important queſtion than either of theſ, 
reſpects the manner of his death. Ought he to hav 
died in that manner ? Was he not chargeable with 
the ſpirit of revenge and ſelf-murder?—He is acquit 
ted by caſuiſts on theſe principles ; that le was moved 
thereto by the great Arbiter of life and death: 
that as the judge and defender of TIfracl, he 9: 
voted his life to the public good that he did not in 
tend his own death; any fartherthan as it was the in- 
evitable conſequence of deſtroying ſo many of the 
enemies of his nation. In this view he died like 
conqueror in the field of battle. By the ſacrifice 0 
his life, he wrought deliverance ; and in this view eſpt- 
cially is he reckoned a type of our Lord aad Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt ; who by death overcame the enemies 0! 
his people, and obtained a complete ſalvation for 
thems 


IT is worthy of remark in conſidering this and othe! 
charaQers, that to conſtitute a proper type, 1t by 
no means neceſſary that the perſon be perfect ; 
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that every particular incident of his life be-taken into 
the account. Tt 18 ſufficient that the reſemblance hold 
in great and leading circumſtances. Though it would 
he impious to apply every article in the hiſtory of 
Samſon to Chriſt, yet in ſome reſpets he was remark- 


ably typical. 


Do we admire the man who nobly ventures his life 
for his country ? Surely infinitely more ought we to 
admire him, my brethren, who endured for us the 
arenging wrath of ar offended God. What are any 
privileges that can be enjoyed in this world, compared 
with freedom from ſin and Satan, and reſtoration to the 


faror and enjoyment of God ? 


IxsTEAD then of calling your attention any farther 
to the charaer of Samſon, and pointing out the par- 
ticular leiſons hits hiſtory teaches, let me ſpend the few 
moments that remain, in recommending to you the glo- 
nous and almighty Saviour, When there was no eye 
to pity and no hand to fave, he voluntarily nndertook 
the redemption of ſinners. Tt is impoſlible that he 
ſhould fail in the execution of his deſign. 'Though 
ſcſlus died, vet he roſe again, Samſon could not riſe 
from the ruins in which he was buried ; but Jeſus burkt 
tie bands of death, and lives for evermore ; and to 
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him can his people look as a powerful King ia heayen, 
managing and direQing all their affairs, It is tomake yg 
wiſe unto ſalvation, that theſe ſacred pages are writs 
ten; to teach us to fear and truſt in God, that the 
ways of his providence in former ages are recorded; 
to in{til the leſſons of virtue, that charaQers are ex« 
hibited with their virtues and their vices.—Let us re. 
member, that faith in Jeſus Chriſt is the foundation 
of all true religion, and the principle of all obedience 
acceptable to God: 'This only can fave our ſouls, and 
this we ought to ſeek more than remarkable gifts or 
diſtin&tions among men. Where now are all the high- 
ſounding names of old ? Death has laid them low, 
and they live but in the breath of others. Even the 
mighty flame of Samſon was ſoon extin&t; and his bo- 
dy moulders i the duſt between Zorah and E/htao, 
His name ſtands recorded only to ſhow the power of 
God, the vanity of human glory, and how much weak 
neſs 13 often united to the orcateſt ſtrength. Thui 
faith the Lord, lt not the wwiſ? man glory in his wiſdom) 
neither let the mighty man glory in his might ; let not the 
rich man glory in his riches: but Iet him that glorieth, glory 
#11 this, that he underſeandeth and Enoweth me, that 1 ani 
the Lerd which exerciſe loving kindneſs, judgment and 
righteomeſs m the earth : for in theſe things TI delight, ſails 


the Lord. * To the free mercy of God through a > 
*: Jerem; it. 23, 24; 
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Whoever 1s united to the Son of God, ſhall 
be made to triumph over death, and be admitted to 
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viour, was Samſon, and muſt all be indebted for ſal- 


vation. 
lire and re 
be no longer, 
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} SAMUEL X. 24. 


find Samuel ſaid to the people, See ye him ohom the Lord hath 
ciſen, that there is none like him ameng all the people ? And all 
the prople ſbeuted, and ſaid, GOD $AVE TUE KING, 


HIHESE words refer to a tranſa&tion of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael at the ele&ion of SAvuL their firſt 

ing. Having been governed a long time by judges, 
arevolution now took place —When the prophet Sa- 
nuel had become old, he committed the aQtve part 
i the adminiſtration to his two ſons, who greatly 
buſed their truſt, and cauſed general diſſatisfaQtion 
mong the people. This corrupt condud of their offi- 

rs, the frequent and diſtreſſing wars in which they 


re engaged with the Philiſtines, together with a na- 


onal pride, excited an earneſt defire for a change in 
leir form of government. Accordingly the clders of 
R 2 
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Ifrael aſſembled, made known their grievances to $. 


mue], and requeſted that a king ſhould be appointed, 


as in other nations. This requeſt was diſpleaſing to 


Samuel. He conſulted the Lord on the occaſion, why 


dire&ted him to comply, at the ſame time declaring 
that their conduct was not ſo much an affront to Sz 
muel, as rebellion againſt himſelf. They have net re 
neaed thee, but they have rejefed me, that I fhuuld wt 


reign over them * 


THeg guilt of that people appears, when we conſider 
that their government was a theocracy. God was thei 
king, in a more peculiar manner, than he was of zoy 
other nation ; and therefore, in the deſire of change, 


they evidently caſt an indignity on his government, 


It is not agreed how long the theocracy laſted; ſome I 
thinking that it ceaſed on the commencement of regal WW. 
power, founding their opinion on theſe words, The «i 
have rejefed me ; and others, that it continued unti bo 
the coming of our bleſſed Saviour ; founding their _ 
opinion on theſe words, T he ſceptre ſhall not depart fron aon 
Fudah, nor a law-giver from between his feet until Shilib ther 
come.F It 18 certain that the nation of the Jews was _ 
under the peculiar care of God, until the days of the E 
ca 


Meftiab, and except that their kings imitatcd the 
; we 1 


* Ohap. viii, 5, + Gen, xlix, I9, *( 
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ſplendor of the ealtern monarchs, the government 
(id not differ much from that under the judges. 


TuovcH Samuel faithfully told them of the many 
inconveniencies which would attend kingly power, yet 
they abje&tly were contented to ſubmit, and peremp- 
torily inſiſted on their requeſt. Nay, but wwe will have a 


ling over us ; that we alſo may be like all the nations, 


ard that our ting may judge us, and go out before us, and 


fabt our battles.* They ſinned not only in deſiring a 
Ling, but in aſking one 1n fo improper and abſolute a 
manner, —When people grow diſcontented and uneaſy 
under the government of God, he ſometimes puniſhes 


them by fulfilling their wiſhes. 


Taz perſon whom the Lord ordered Samuel to 
anoint, was Saul the ſon of Kiſh, of the tribe of Ben- 
janin, After he had anointed him, informed him of 
the deſign, and given him ſeveral ſigns in confirmation, 


Saul returned to a private life. 'The prophet thought 


it neceſſary to have the conſent of the people, and 
therefore called an aſſembly at Mizpeh, where they- 


proceeded to an election by lot. 'The lot being caft 
tor every tribe ſeparately, it fell upon Benjamin ; being 
calt next for all the familes of this tribe, it fell upon 


ue family of Matri ; and laſtly being caſt for all the 
* Chap, viii, 19. 20s 
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perſons of this family, it fell upon Saul. He cy. 
to be abſent during the ele&ion, but when afterwar, 
found and uſhered among the people, he appearcd j 
tall and well proportioned, his countenance fo cond attend 
theen 0 
Edier, a 
Fcels de 
This | 


portar 


and dignified, and he moved with ſuch majeſty any 
grace, as to be received with high acclamations, 5, 
ye him, ſaid Samuel, whom the Lord hath choſen, i) 
there is none like him among all the people? And all t 
people ſhoutedand ſaid, God ſave the King. 


| not ſo 
To the charafter of Saul your attention, my bre. i cariof 
Iconne! 
the Li 
Was Pl 


| his ſta 


Rot On. 


thren, will be now called ; a character in which ye 
will find ſomething to praiſe, and much to blame; 1 
_ character unſtable, and which appears different at the 
beginning, from what it does at the end of his reign; 
but from which, we may derive many uſeful leſfonsfor 
our guidance 1n life. lequſe 4 
eeth ; 


Tax ſacred hiſtorian mentions more than once, the 03 


uncommon ſtature and comelineſs of Saul, as no ſmall 
Ht: 
goodly , and there was not among the children of 1ſrac!,« {WSaul. 

goodlier perſen than he « from his ſhoulders and upwards ſherite, 
he was higher than any of the people.* "This was a quali- Mifthe fat 


tories | 


recommendation. He was a choice young man, and 4 


fication of more importance, than at firſt view ve 
bras x: 


may imagine. 'They deſired a king like all the natias; 
| |* Cha; 


Y Chap. IX, J+ 
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] the Eaftern people had always regard to the exter- 


| appearance of their monarch. An advantageous 
ture was greatly eſteemed ; and if this had not been 
ended toy the wiſhes of the children of Iſrael had not 


zn gratified. "This is, at this day, deſirable in a ſol- 


r, and was ſtill more ſo in early times, when ſuc# 
5 depended chiefly on bodily activity and ftrength. 
tis however 1s certainly far from being the moſt im- 
rtant requiſite in a prince ; and we value a cabinet 
t ſo much for its outward decorations, as for the 
riolities within, Great and excellent minds are often 
need with ſmall and even deformed bodies. When 
e Lord ſent Samuel to anoint David, and Eliab 
s preſented before him, whom he concluded from 
ſtature was the perſon deſigned, the Lord ſaid, Look 
* on his countenance, or on the height of his flature ; ber 
iſe I have refuſed him ; for the Lord ſeeth not as man 
th ; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the 
rd looketh on the heart.* 


His perſon was not the only recommendation of 
ul. He was the ſon of a mighty man of power, and in- 
rited, in a large meaſure, the martial qualities of 
e father. The many battles he fought, and the vic- 


es he won, ſhow that he poſſeſſed great bravery and 


8 ſkilled in the art of war, Theſe were his chief ex- 
Chap, xvi, 7, 
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cellencies. As the neceſſities of the kingdom requires i « 
theſe, ſo they were the ouly things to ſupport his who © 
power and increaſe his fame. He was conſtantly atten, loainec 
tive to the improvement of his military ſorce, and t ere | 
the means of annoying his enemy, When be ſa ay pf the 
frong man, or any valiant man, he took him into the ſer: 3 t 
vice.* For theſe things he 1s entitled to praiſe ; or = 
ther it is due to God, who qualifies men for the par ds 
they have to at. From him proceed the gifts of uz mo 
ture as well as of grace, Goul by 
| them t 
Soon after his appointment to the throne, an vcca bo any 
ſon offered on which he diſtinguiſhed himfelf, andeliz ©n the 
bliſhed his authority among the people. Nahaſh the hion 0! 
Ammonite laid ſiege to the city .of Jabeſh-gilead, and WW" mai 
inſiſted on the moſt cruel terms of ſarrender, even that Ways { 
they ſhould conſent that he ſhould thruſt out all their 
right eyes, and he. allowed them, at their requeſt, ſc Try 
ven days to conſider of this condition. 'The tidings daul, - 
were carried to Saul, who was moved with extreme ("26 
indignation. He promiſed aſſiſtance to the beſieged, ver 5: 
inftantly diſpatched meſſengers throughout Iſracl, col an, f 
leed a large army, and before the expiration of thc ried, 
ſcren days, diſpoſed his troops and attacked the ene-iﬀf © * 
my with ſuch prudence and courage, that, of thoit Inc. 
** Chap. xiv. 544 | DAU 
Wute 


* Ct 


4 
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o eſcaped, t2v0 qvere not left togither.* 'This ation 
ned him great popularity. At his eleQion, there 
re ſome male-contents, who deſpiſed him on account 


the ſmallneſs of the tribe to which he belonged, 


| the obſcurity of his family, but now they were 


r-awed. The people were for putting to death thoſe 
0 had ſpoken diſreſpeAfully of him, Saul, on this 


afion, diſcovered a greatneſs and generoſity of 


1 by preventing their deſign. He would not ſuffer 


m to ſully the glories of the day, or cauſe mourning 
any, when the Lord had called them all to rejoice 
the ſalvation he had wrought for them.—The op1- 


"n of the populace 1s very fluctuating and uncertain. 


man to be famous, mult be proſperous. Merit 1s al» 


ys ſuppoſed, where there is the glare of ſucceſs, 


Ting would fail to rehearſe all the achievements of 
ul, It is ſufficient to adduce, on this part of the 
arater, the words of David, when he lamented 


er Saul, and Jonathan his ſon. From the blood of the 


un, from the fat of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan 


rned not back, and the ſword of Saul returned not empty. 
hey were ſwifter that eagles, they were ftronger than 


m7. Þ 


>4UL. had not only thoſe qualifications which con- 
liute the ſoldier and the leader, but at his firſt accel« 
* Chap, xi, 1,17, + 2 Sam, i, 22, 23 
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ſion to power, he appears to have been modeſt, hun), 
and prudent. When Samuel diſcloſed to him 
proſpect of the kingdom, he anſwered, Am ny I, 
Benjamite, of the ſmalleſt of the tribes of 1jrael? And 
family the leaſt of all the families of the tribe of Benjanin? 
Wherefore then ſpeakeſt thou ſo to me ? When the peogl 
were aſſembled to make a choice, he hid himſelf fon 
the public'view ; and when ſome ſpoke contempt 
ouſly, and refuſed to bring him the uſual preſents, he 
took no notice of their conduQt, but quietly retired 
At this time, he gave no evidence of ambitious viery 
and there was nothing aſſuming or haughty in his & 
meanor. Some may aſcribe this to policy ; but why 
not rather believe, that he was, as Samuel afterwarl 
told him, /ittle in his own fight; that he felt not i 
preſent, the working of thoſe principles which noe 


and ſucceſs, in proceſs of time, called forth. 


Mex differ greatly from themſelves, according t 
the circumſtances in which they are placed. Not onl 
does a high ſtation render their virtues and their vic 
more conſpicuous, but, on too many, has a bane 
influence. It affords the means of ſenſual gratification 
and it begets in the heart defires ſtill more corrupt 
No one can certainly ſay, if unreſtrained by gra 
of what he will not be guilty. He not only decent 


»thers, but 1s often decerved himſcif One deviatidl 
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-om the law of God may lead to another, until he 
ecome hardened through the deceitfulneſs of ſin, and 
t length ruſh into the commiſſion of crimes, the very 
hought of which at firſt made him tremble. In one ſitu- 
tionof life, he may obſervethe precepts of religion, and 
1 another, totally diſregard them. {s thy ſervant a dog, 
aid Hazael, that he ſhould do this great thing ? And yet, 
x afterwards did it. The man that hath done this thing, 
aid David, ſhall ſurely die ; not knowing that he pro- 
ounced his own ſentence ; that what he ſo ſeverely 
ondemned in another, he himſelf had committed. 
Ve need not therefore, be ſurpriſed to ſee an incon- 
ſtency of charaQter in men, when placed in different 
ircumſtances, and when opportumties ſerve to excite 
heir various paſſions, Had Saul remained in private 
fe, he wonld not have been guilty of fo many crimes, 


Je would have been more virtuous and more happy. 


PerHars, indeed, his exceſſes are, in ſome degree 
mputable to the moſt dreadful diſorder incident to hu- 
tan nature, and with which he was often afllited. 
his was a deep melancholy approaching to down« 


Ight frenzy or madneſs. Some have ſuppoſed from 


beſe words of ſcripture, ar evil ſpirit from the Lord 

roubled him, that he was really poſſeſſed with a devil ; 

ut if we conſider that the word /þirit, in the ſacred 
8) 
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language, denotes the diſpoſition of the body, as w! 


as of the mind, and that it was common among the ad 

Jews to impute every afflition, when ignorant of it; tin 

cauſe, immediately to the hand of God; and if, WF [iy 

beſides, we conſider the frequent returns of this ma. WF /7+ 

lady in Saul, the ſymptoms, and the remedy uſed, MF ir 

wewlll rather believe, that 1t was melancholy; which, and 

| though not without the direction of Providence, may WF It 
| yet be aſcribed to a natural cauſe. The mind and the | Jef 
body ſtrangely and mutually affect one another. A dil- the 

| ordered body produces evil paſons, and evil paſſions pro 
| diforder the body. We have an account of this dil. WF {il 


temper coming upon Saul, after his diſobedience to 
God, in the caſe of the Amalekites, and for which rm 
lin, Samuel plainly told him, that the Lord had ry W co: 
ted him from being king. He had been formerly threat- Wh wot 
ened for preſuming to offer ſacrifice at Gilgal, before WW ing, 
the arrival of Samuel, and by this laſt a& of neglect to W fery 
obey a poſitive and divine command, he Ioft the favor ploy 
and proteftion of God. The kingdom was taken W wor! 
from him, and another appointed in his room. This mg 
and the remorſe of his own conſcience, probably W of {; 
brought him into a melancholy ſtate, which was nous 
riſhed by his jealouſy of — and his continual ap* 


prehenſions, 
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IT was not, however, without intervals, He was 
adviſed to try the power of muſic, and by this, at 
times, his temper was ſweetencd, and his paſſions al- 
layed. At the melody of David's harp, he vas re- 
freſied, and was well, and the evil ſpirit departed from 
lin.* Examples might be produced both from ſacred 
and profane hiſtory of the happy influence of muhic. 
Tubal, one of the 
deſcendants of Cain, vas the father of all ſuch as handle 
the harþ and organ.} At this time, David was a great 


It was an art of early invention. 


proficient, and truck his harp with ſuch wonderful 
kill, as to compoſe and delight the king ; who con- 
ceived, on this account, a love for him, made lum his 
armour-bearer, and retained him. for ſome time at 
court, Muſic ought to be cultivated by all, who 
would render the worſhip of God pleafing and edify- 
ing. The ſinging of praiſe is a principal part of divine 


ſervice on earth, and is repreſented to vs as the em- 


poyment and happineſs of heaven. When public 


worſhip 1s introduced with a pſaln well ſung, all join- 
mg and bearing their parts, it induces a happy frame 


of ſpirit, and prepares for the exerciſes which follow. 


Hap David poſſeſſed no other talent, he would 
ill have remained in favor ; but unhappily for Saul, 


David was, in every view, the greateſt character of 


” Chap, xvi. 2g, 


t Gen, Iv. 2TIs 
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that age, and ſoon excited in him the higheſt envy any 
jealouſy. This jealouſy broke out in the moſt outra. 
geous manner, knew neither bounds nor decency, any 
ſettled into an implacable hatred. From this time he 
was no longer the ſame man, /ovely and pleaſant, i 
David celebrates him. His temper became ſour, te. 
ſerved, and ſubjcc to frequent ſtarts of paſſion. From 
this time, we date his moſt cruel and wicked ads, 
Several times he attempted to kill David with his own 
hand. He openly affronted him, by marrying his 
cldeſt daughter, contrary to his promiſe, to another, 
and then gave him his ſecond, with an evil intention, 
He ſpoke to his officers to kill him ; and once, in hi; 
rage, aimed a blow at the life of his own ſon, becaute 
he pleaded in David's behalf. David having fled from 
his preſence, and ſought ſecurity where he could find 
it, Saul purſued him from place to place, and hunted 
him like a partridge in the mountains. Caſting of all rel- 
pe& to Samuel, and diſregarding the ſervice of God, 
he came againſt David when under protection of the 
prophets.* He flew Ahimelech and the priefts of the 
Lord, in all eighty-five perſons, becauſe Ahimelech 
had atlorded ſome relief to David in diſtreſs. And 


he was guilty of all this bitter perſecution againſt a 


man who did him no injury, who fought his battles, 
and who ſpared his life more than once, when in lus 


* Chap. xix, 18, + Chap. xxii. 9g. 
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zower 3 only becauſe he had the happineſs to be en- 
lowed with extraordinary talents, had the love of the 


xcople, and was appointed by .God to ſucceed to the 


hrone. 


Tars perſecution - however, had ſome intermiſſion. 
The heart of Saul ſometimes relented, and this affords 


till more inſight into his character. 


SAUL going alone into a cave, where David and his 
nen had concealed themſelves, his men urged him to 
mbrace that opportunity of Killing his ezemy ; but 
ic reje&ed their propoſal with abhorrence, and ap= 
roaching him privily, cut .of the ſkirt of his robe. 
When Saul had left the cave, David called to him at a 
lifance, ſhowed him the ſkirt .of his, robe, and ſo 
tenderly expoſtulated with him on his conduc, that he 
wept aloud, confeſſed David's innocence, and his ewn 
-wilt, and after making David ſwear, that when he 
came to the throne, he would not injure his family, 


he returned home.* 


Ox another occaſion, when'Saul came out with three 
thouſand choſen men, David went with Abifhai inte 


their encampment by night, and finding them buried 


* Chap. xxiv. 
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in ſleep, though Abiſhai aſked leave to kill Saul, ye; 
David peremptorily forbade him, telling him of th; 
evil of it, but he brought off the ſpear and the cru{: 
of water, which lay at SauPs bolſter. When David 
had retired to a convenient diſtance, he uphbraided 
Abner, the captain of Saul's hoſt, for his negligence, 
and again expoſtulated with Saul on his conduR, who 


ſhewed the ſame compun&ton as before, and promiſcd 


David to make no more attempts on his life.* Dani, 


however, knowing the inſtability of his temper, and 


how little dependance was to be put in his declars 


tions, thought it ſafeſt to flee out of his dominions, 


In how pitiable a condition does Saul appear! The 
wretched ſlave of baſe paſſions! O ſinner, ſee in him 
thine own picture ! 'Thy conſcience reproves thee at 
times, for thy tranſgreſſions, and fills thee with ſhame 
and ſorrow ; thy judgment approves what 1s right, 
and thou formeſt reſolutions to amend ; but, at the 
onſet of temptation, they are all broken, and thou art 
hurried away as with a torrent, 'Thus thou wilt go 
on finning and repenting, unleſs grace ſeize thy heart, 


until thou leſt down 1a endleſs horror and deſpair. 


Ws find no amendment in Saul as he approached 


nearer to the end of ife, The cloud grew ſtill thicker 
* Chap. xxvi, 
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id darker. About this time, the Philiſtines invaded 
ic land of Iſrael, with a very formidable army. They 


camped at Shunem, and Saul with his army en- - 


\mped on Mount Gilboa. The Philiſtines being 
ore numerous, and better prepared for war, Saul was 


xceedingly afraid as to the iſſue of a battle. What 


creaſed his Fear and perplexity was, that Samael was 


ow dead, and God would not be confulted by him, 


r give him any inſtruQions, In this exigence, though 
e had before baniſhed all the wizards, and thoſe that 
alt with familiar ſpirits out of the land, yet he had 
ccourſe for conſultation, contrary to the expreſs law 
f God, to a woman of this character, at Endor.,—It 
as exerciſed both ancient and modern writers to deter- 
nine, whether Saul ſaw a real apparition, or whether 
ie was deceived by the woman ; whether it was the 
hoiſt of Samuel, or ſome evil ſpirit which was conju- 
ed up. Suffice it to ſay, that from the circumſtances 
{the relation in ſcripture, the opinion that it was a 
eal apparition, and that this was the ghoſt of Samuel, 
wich God permitted to appear, is moſt probable, and 
5 beſt defended. * But whatever we may think of 
this, the conduct of Saul was weak, inconſiſtent, and 
lighly difpleaſing to God. We are informed that 
daul died for his tranſereſſion awhich he committed againſt 


ihe Lord, even againſt the wvord of the Lord, which he 
4 - Chap, XXV1i1, 7. 
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kept not, and alſo for aſking counſel of one tat bat k t cel 
-miliar ſþirit, to enquire of it ; and enquired not of j|, he t1 

ſhows 


Lord.* 


the « 


Manx1xD have in all ages diſcovered a diſpoſition {ſdcrves 


to pry into futurity, and there have been ſome, arti! Wſk:ro. 


enough to take advantage of this diſpoſition ; win 
IF, 


pretended to reveal what ſhall happen to men. Wer: WM 
& mor 


1t poſſible to obtain this knowledge, we are certainly | 
better without it, as it would unfit us for the dutics of CP" 
Wadee 


life, and entirely deſtroy our happineſs. When Saul 


bd . ; ears 

heard his doom he fainted away ; yet he afterward | * 
101 1 . pf | 
Joined his army, and probably the very next morning ; al 

þ//3 a; 

-/ 


engaged in battle. In this he difplayed uncommon WW 
12ty, 
ſits vic 
le Ls 


Was t 


reſolution. He believed that he muſt die, and yet he 
led on his-troops and acted as bravely as man could do. 
His army ſoon gave way, and were purſued with 


laughter, as far as Mount Gilboa., His three ſons WF 
were among the ſlain, and he himſelf was ſorely wound- 1%. 
ed, A, was diſmay and confuſion, beyond remedy, x , 
18 ht 


dr fall 


[1 TW 


Saul finding that he was unable to eſcape, requeſted 
his armour-bearer.to kill him, which:being refuſed, hs 
fell upon his own ſword, and thus died. Here he 
failed of true magnanimity, and ated more like the 9. 
lebaſs 
ould 


| ag di 


coward than the hero, He had courage enough to dis 


'but not enough tolive. He had courage enough t9 
-* x7 Chron, x, 13. 14» | 
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ce his enemies in the field, but not enough to bear 
: triumph and inſults of a victorious enemy. This 
ows that his courage was rather conſtitutional, than 
e effe&t of innate greatneſs of mind ; that he de- 
rves rather the name of a deſperate man, than of a 


0s 


Taz manner of his death is alſo to be confidered in 
more ſerious light, as an aft of atrocious guilt, and 
mriving him of the tzme and means for repentance. 
deed the charaCer of Saul, in a religious view, ap- 
ar, through his whole life, unfavorable, and moſt 
all in the concluding ſcene. 'The proverb, /s Saul 
/3 among the prophets ? is no evidence of his early 
ity, He is ſe'dom found to acknowledge God in 
victories. We are told that he buil? an altar unto 
e Lord, and the hiſtorian 1s careful to remark, that it 
'as the firſt, which implies an inattention to ſacred 
ungs, What allowance is to be made, by reaſon of 
smclancholy, is known only to Him, who ſearcheth 
ie hearts and tricth the reins .of men ; and he ſtands 
r falls, by his ſentence, a/l 2vho/e works are truth, and 


s ways judgment. 


SUCH, my brethren, was Saul ; high in ſtation, but 
baſed by his crimes. He commanded armies, but. 
ould not command himſelf. In the poſſeſſion of a 


agdom, a ſucceſsful warrior, and ſurrounded with 
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courtiers, his envy and jealouſy gave him contin] $5v 
torment, Alas! poor, wretched human nature ! $y -nef 
we all are, without reſtoring and ſanCtifying grace, Wilſecm: 
The ſame principles are within us, and need only the Wiſe:tion 
ſame circumſtances to bring them into exerciſe, Ny. bs de 
thing can ſave us but the free mercy of God ; nothing Miſpoint 1 
preſerve us from evil, but his protecting hand. br thi 
| | | ' uth 6 

In ſome charaQters, you are called to imitate thuri 7K 
virtues, and in others to ſhun their vices. Some coi _ 
before to lead you in the way of happineſs ; au WM 
others, by taking the road of miſery, call aloud to be. apr 
ware. If we mark the beginning of Saul's downfal, bay 
we find that it was in negleing God, in diſobeyiz ep f 
his commands. If we mark the progreſs of ls crime oy 
and attendant miſeries, we find that they followed ar-ſu 
the loſs of the favor and proteC&tion of God. Oui  . 
not we, therefore, to be deterred by this examplc tron. .1 . 
all the ways of known fin, and fear left, by repeat, 
provocation, God withdraw from us his gracious iſe ma 
fluence ? And that then we ſhall go on to fill up tht Me 
meaſure ' of our iniquities? Let ſinners take wal + 6 


oy 


ing in time. Let them comply with theſe words 0 
the Apoſtle, Exhort one another daily, while it is called 
T o-day ; lefl any of you be hardened through the deceitfil 
gl of fn 


* Heb, 1ii, I3. 
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0 ;rFER me to dire& the attention of all, to the 
neſs of grace, treaſured in our bleſſed Lord and Re- 
mer Jeſus Chriſt. Religion is begun by an appli- 
ion to him, and it 1s carried on by ſtrength continu- 
; derived from him, In all our addreſſes, we muſt 
nt you to him as your only hope for this world, and 
that which is to come. He 1s the way, and the 
t and the life. He is made of God unto all who will 
eive him, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanfification and re« 
»ption. It would be in vain to call you to ſubdue 
ur luſts, and to obey the law of God, unleſs grace 
s promiſed in the Saviour. Reaſon and philoſophy 
ay do much, but the malady of our nature 1s too 
ep for them to cure.» We mult he renewed by the 
oly Ghoſt. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peaces 
w-ſuſering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, tempes 
mee, * May the Lord, in his abundant mercy, grant 
all this ſpirit, to quicken, to guide, to comfort, and 
work every good work within us, that ſo, at laſt, 
emay be prepared to dwell with him ina manſions of 


zrnal holineſs and peace, 
a Gal, V, 22, 
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SERMON XI 


FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN JONATHAN 
AND DAVID, 


” — 


2 SAriVEL I. 26. 


= 


am diſtreſſed for thee, my brother JONATHAN ! weiy pleaſant haſt 
 theu been unto me : thy love to me was WONDERFUL, Paſſing the 
love of women. F 


HE holy ſcriptures not only make us wiſe unto 
ſalvation, but they exceed all other writings in 

the variety and excellence of the compoſition. In 
nem we find all ſorts of ſtyle ; the hiſtorical, the poet- 
cal, and the didactic ; the fimple, the pathetic, and 
ie ſublime. Diſtin& from their main defign, they 


re calculated to improve the underſtanding and. refine 
tle taſte, » 


Tar words now read are part of the fineſt elegy any 


here to be found 3 an clegy written by David on the 
| T 
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mournful occaſion of the death of Saul, and Jonathan 
his ſon. Surely we may ſay, that by theſe lines he 6 
has erected a monument more durable than marhle, A 
than braſs ; nay, which will only fade with time it{clf, H 
IT is worthy of remark, that while he laments th - 
death of Saul as a public loſs, and mentions with ten- Wi ft 
derneſs what was amiable in both father and ſon ; ye if To 
the loſs of Jonathan moſt deeply wrings his heart, Wi bat, 
After celebrating him as the prince and the warrior, bo 
he pours forth his whole foul, when he ſpeaks of him fe 
as the friend. Here no words could equal the ſubje&; 
nor would the fulneſs of his heart permit him, indeed, E 
to ſcek for fine figures ; but he exclaims in the artlels four 
language of grief, / am diſtrefſed for thee, my brother WM *iie 
| Jonathan, This was the moſt melancholly part df only 
the theme. When he ſtruck this flow, ſolemn, and wit] 
plaintive note, it ſhivering went through all his frame, cha 
We ſcarce know whether to admire moſt the deceaſcd, i Þ»t 
or the ſurviving friend ; the one who was worthy to tend 
be thus lamented, or the other who poured his grief in WW” * 
ſuch ſtrains as theſe, The friendſhip which had ſub- belo 
ſited between them is not equalled by any other exan-®" © 
ple in ſacred or profanc hiſtory, and is hardly exceeded ner 
dy. romance itſelf, have 
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Waar I have in view 1s to make ſome general obſer- 
rations on friendſhip ; to mention the qualities necel- 
fary in a friend ; illuſtrating theſe things by the exam- 
ple before us; and then to make a natural and very 


ſerious concluſion, 


Tas is a ſubjet which has been treated by ſome 
of the beſt pens, and is often the topic of converſation. 


To do full juſtice to it at preſent, 1s not pretended ; 


but, it is hoped, that ſomething may be ſuggeſted 
tending to dire our conduc, and promote our happi- 


neſs in life. 


F&I1ENDSHIP is an union between two perſons, 
founded on mutual eſteem, and cemented by mutual 
affe&tion and kind offices. Some mean by friendſhip, 


only that benevolence which unites virtuous minds, 
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without confining it to individuals. Thus, chriſtian 


charity has been called © friendſhip to all the world.” 


Ar 
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ent fag ent WY» 
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But, what is properly called friendſhip is not ſo ex- 


PM NEST 


tended, "The heart does not admit all equally. One, 
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or at leaſt a few are ſingularly choſen and ſingularly 
beloved. At the ſame time, a general benevolence is 


an excellent preparative, and the beſt foundation for 
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lendſhip. Tt likewiſe differs from the pleaſure we 


tare in an entertaining companion, from the affetion 


ve bear to a relative, and from the gratitude we feel to 


-* 
- 
I r__ F 0 ah Py a as 4 ot 
: 4 = : - 4 
_ of Sno of PECY AoC ot froge;43\ th; 
__ DU SS CR ERP IEAPTX 
£62-we 
—— — —_— rnatrenen 
- Des A IE my x Ea —_ 
-ymgp —_—_ —_— - ——_ ”— 4 


208 FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN 


one who has laid us under obligation. In neither 
theſe caſes, may the eſteem and confivence be ſuch x; 
to conſtitute a perfeQ ſriendſhip. We may obſerye, 
on this ſubjeC, 


FirsT, That friendſhip, as now ſtated, is not en. 
Joined aza duty. It is a matter of choice, and muſ 
ever depend upon the circumſtances in which we are 
placed. Had it been commanded, then it woul! 


have been indiſpenſable, and by the negle&t we would 


| become criminal. For want of attending to thus dil- 


tinction, a certain writer has caſt an unjuit cenſure 


- upon the goſpel of Chriſt, as if it were extremely del. 


cient © in having no where enjoined and required tl 
exerciſe of friendſhip ; a virtue,” ſays he, * the mo! 
amiable and excellent.” Now, though it be allowed 
that friendſhip 1s amiable and excellent, and the ſource 
of our greateſt pleaſure and advantage, yet it couid 
not properly be commanded in any ſyſtem of religion 
or morals ; becauſe we may be in ſuch circumſtances, 
as never to meet with a friend. Such a thing mult 
ever be rare in the world. David found only one Jona- 
than. 'The peculiar temper, and other accidents com: 
bined to form this friendſhip, which, probably, never 
happened in his life again. Tt is obſerved of the Em- 
peror Auguſtus, when lamenting the death of his 
iriends, « That though he could inſtantly repair the 
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ieftruction of whole fleets and armies ; and bid Rome, 
ter a general conflagration, rife out of her aſhes even 
vith more luſtre than before ; he was yet unable, du- 
ring a whole life, to fill up thoſe laſting vacancies in 


lis friendſhip.” 


Bur, though friendſhip be not enjoined 11 our holy 
rcligion, yet It 1s recommended by the example before 
us, and by the example of our bleſſed Lord himſelf. 
He had a diſciple whom he loved. * He alſo diltin- 
euiſhed Lazarus whom he raiſed from the dead with 
a peculiar love ; and was more than commonly attached 
to that whole family ; for we are expreisly toid, that 
be loved Martha, and her fiſter, and Lazarus ; + by 
which we are to underitand, that though he loved all 


mankind, yet theſe perſons ſhared greatly in his aitec- 


tion and attention, Beſides, he hath, by precept, 


enjoined love to all in the molt plain and forcible terms; 


and this, as has been ſaid, 1s the only ſure and laſting 


foundation for particular friendſhips. 'This leads me 


to obſerve, 


- 


Acain, That particular friendſhip, or an attach- 


ment to one above another, does not Ieiten, but rather 


promotes univerſal benevolence. "The heart moſt ſal 
+ John x1, 5, 
TT. 


* John xiii. 22, 
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ceptible of friendſhip will ever be the moſt charitable 
to mankind in general. We do not find that the afſce. 
tion we bear to family and kindred hinders a regar 
for others. The ſocial affe&ions increaſe by exerciſe, 
The heart expands ; and by attending to thoſe with 
whom we are more particularly connected, we learn to 
pity and relieve thoſe who are ſtrangers to us. While, 
therefore, friendſhip is to be diſtinguiſhed from a gen- 
cral good will, it is by no means incompatible with it; 
but, on the contrary, that heart capable of thoſe finer 
feelings which are exerciſed in friendſhip, will be mol 
apt to embrace human kind. Surely the bleſſed Sa 
viour loved all, and was conſtantly employed in doing 
good offices ; and yet we ſee that ſome received mol 


of his attention and care, 


A TH1RD obſervation is, that friendſhip 1s moſt apt 
to be contracted in younger life ; and is moſt firm and 
laſting between thoſe of the ſame age and engaged in 
the ſame purſuits. In youth the affections are warm, 
| andthe heart is unſuſpicious ; and therefore, at this 


ſeaſon a conne&ion of this kind is moſt apt to begin, 


Then, indeed, through want of judgment, very impro- 


per ones may be formed, which more experience will 
corre ; and which, perhaps, different purſuits 1 
life may wholly deſtroy, 
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Taz firſt account we have of the attachment be- 
ween Jonathan and David was, when David appeared 
fore Saul with the head of Goliah in his hand. They 
rere both young, and probably, there was but little 
ifparity in their age, Beſides their amiable qualities, 
hey were both remarkable for their valour, which, from 
he continual wars in which the nation was engaged, 
was highly prized. The courage which David had 
ſhown in accepting the challenge of the giant, and 
his noble condu& on this occaſion, no doubt, drew 
the attention of ſo brave a prince as Jonathan ; and 
inding many other accompliſhments united, he imme- 
lately conceived the higheſt affetion for him. This 
was returned on the part of David. "The language of 
ſcripture is very ſtrong and expreſſive 3 The ſoul of Fo- 
nathan was Fnit with the ſoul of David, and Fonathan 
leved him as his own ſoul, We are alfo informed that 
they made a covenant, * "They profeſſedly entered into 
an alliance of friendſhip, and, probably, confirmed it 
by a mutual oath, as we expreſsly read of their doing 
afterwards, We may well apply to them, the lines 
plied to two heroes in later days : 

«* Great ſouls by inſtin& to each other turn, 
 * Demand alliance, and in friegdſhip burn.” 
lt was on this occaſion that Jonathan preſented David 


vith his robe, his ſword, his bow, and his girdle. 'Thefe 
us I Sam, XV1ul, I—3, 
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had graced the fide of the princely Jonathan, and they 
no leſs graced the fide of his elegant and fprighily 
friend, This example ſhows that lively friendſhip is 
generally conceived between the young, and thoſe 
having the ſame proſpects and purſuits in life. In ad. 
vanced age the affections cool and diſappointment 
ſour the temper. 'The knowledge and the diftrull of 
mankind too often go together. —lt is neceſſary like. 


wiſe, in order to be firm and laſting, that friendſtip be 


between equals, and thoſe agreed in great and leading 
ſentiments. Though it may ſubſiſt where there is no 
ſtriking ſimilarity of temmper and accompliſhments 
yet if perſons be of different parties in religion or pol 


tics, this will produce debate and animoſity, which 


mult ſoon cool, if not extinguiſh the ſparks of affc&ion, 


OxLy another obſervationneed be added, and that 


1s an important one ; that all true friendſhip mult be 
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founded on virtue. The unions which have not this for 


their foundation, and are not deſigned to promote each 
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others real happineſs, (and this can. be found only i 


| 


the paths of religion and virtue,) deſerve rather tit 


F4 


; 
| 


| 
; 
a 


- name of conſpiracies or confederacies. Such are t0 
be found among men, and preſerved. too with grei 


| fidelity ; and if in a good or juſt cauſe, would delerit 


__ \f doanchidhs 


| commendation. We admire the principle, but det© 
1 ; ; ; 
| the end. A virtuous friendſhip has not only tempor 
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ut ſpiritual advantage in view. It looks forward to 
eternity. It is not diſſolved even by death ; but ſhall 
low with more ardent flame in the pure realms of 


wverlaſting bliſs and peace. 


\ Taz firſt quality therefore in a friend 18, that he be 


irtuous 3 or, in other words, that he love God, and 
F: 


pay the ſtricteſt regard to his laws. Among chriſtians, 
hat he be a profeſſor of the religion of Chriſt ; and, 
cording to what has been already ſaid, that therg 
ean apreement in great and leading ſentiments. Not 
hat friendſhip cannot and does not ſubfiſt in other 
ircumſtances, but that it 18 leſs frequent, or at leaſt, 


: not without danger. But however tlus be, virtue, 


s religion is abſolutely neceſſary to render it uſeful 
nd laſting. 

| Acain, It is required in a friend that he be diſinter- 
ted. Though advantage and pleaſure reſult from 
rendſhip, yet theſe are not the main obje&s in the 


ion, Mutual attentions and kind offices nouriſh 


nd ſtrengthen it ; but it is formed diſtin& from any | 


uſideration of this kind, and is diſintereſted in its aCts. 


Is the example before us, the greateſt diſintereſted- 
els appears, particularly on the fide of Jonathan. His 


any acts of kindneſs were not performed becauſe 
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| he hoped to derive any profit, but becauſe he love 
David ; nay, they were performed at the eviden; 
riſque of his father's diſpleaſure, his own popularity, 
and the loſs at laſt of the kingdom. David continy. 
ally grew in favor with the army, nor was it unknown 
to Jonathan, that he was appointed by God to ſuc. 
eced to the throne, "There were more reaſons why 
David ſhould be attached to Jonathan, and yet he ap« 


pears to have been alfo diſintereſted. Why elfe di ya 


he ſo unfeignedly mourn for his death ? Why after. *Y 


ward ſo amply provide for his helpleſs fon? It was not Le 


becauſe Jonathan was neceſſary to him in a time of dif. I 
orro 


treſs, that he profeſſed friendſhip ; nor did he ſecretly 


aire 
rejoice at his death, while he ſhed a few hypocritical "= 
tears ; but he loved the man as himſelf, and had Jona- 


than lived he would have ſhared the kingdom with 


n ut 
cene 
le& 


on 4 


him. The advancement of one was the advancement 
of the other. They had no ſeparate intereſts, and i 


may be ſaid, that one ſoul aQtuated both bodies. I 
ar 


We 
Ind q 


he w 


Acain, It is required in a friend that he be zealous 
and aQtive ; and that he be, at the ſame time, prudent 
and diſcreet. Zeal without prudence may do 1njury 
when a benefit is intended. For this reaſon ſome hare latha 
preferred a prudent to a zealous friend. It is certain 
that much noiſe and oſtentation are not commendable 


qualities. 
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7raLl and prudence were remarkably united in Jo« 
than, He was unwearied in. his endeavours to ſerve 
vid. He repeatedly pleaded his cauſe in the moſt 
-fionate manner with Saul, and never failed to 
re notice of his ſucceſs. Let me produce only one 
tance. At the feaſt of the new-moon, David, know- 
g Saul's hatred againſt him, was afraid to take his 
at. Jonathan undertook to find out the temper of 


is father, and give David notice, while he lay con- 


zaled in a field, by certain ſigns agreed upon between 


lem. Faithful to his truſt, having diſcovered to his 
row the implacable reſentment of his father, he re- 
nired to the field, gave the ſign appointed, and having 
liſmiſſed a young man lie took with him, and who was 


utter ſtranger to the buſineſs, there commenced a 


cene between the two friends the moſt intereſting and 


ſe&ing. The ſacred hiſtorian informs us, that as 
in as the lad was gore, David aroſe out of a place to« 
ards the fouth, and fell on his face to the ground, and 
owed himſelf three times + and they lied one another; 
Ind wept one wvith another, until | David exceeded. *—In 
he words of the text, David mentions the love of Jo- 
than to hini as being wonderful, paſſing the love of Was 
zen, It exceeded the love of ev en theſe, who uſually 
re with more ardency and anxious concern than men, 


noſe with whom they are conneted. No greater Cette 
" I Sam, xx, 4l; 
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comium could be beſtowed on his love, than by con, 
paring it with that ſenſibility, warmth, and delicacy 
which are peculiarly charaQteriitic of, and which: beay. 


tify the other ſex. 


Nor was the love of David leſs tender and rehe. 
ment. It is ſaid, in the paſſage juſt quoted, that in 
tenderneſs he exceeded. Tt was not indeed in his Power 
to be ſo ſerviceable to his friend; as his friend was to 
lim. The cruel jealouſy of Saul prevented his pre- 
David was 


the only man likely to have retrieved the © honor: 


ſence at the action on Mount Gilboa. 


of the day. But alas, when his friend ſunk under 
ſuperior numbers, he was conſined to his tent at 
Ziklag. Had David been there, Jonathan had not 
fallen, or they had fallen together. Diſtant from the 
bloody ſeene, unable to ſupport his friend, or rally 
the diſpirited troops, and avenge his death, he raiſe 
loud, but unavailing lamentation. He makes Gilboz, 
however, famous to the lateſt ages. At the moment 
he blaſts it in poetic vengeance, and renders it a &ﬆj 
and barren ſpot, by his verſe, he entwines an immor- 
tal wreathe for his friend, or cauſes - ever-greens to 


ſhoot up all around and ſhade the duſky hill. | 


 _ Bvr, to mention farther the qualifications of 4 


friend, it 1s neceſſary that he have a frankneſs or op*% 
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1ofs of temper, He ought to be free from reſerve, 
afpicion, or jealouſy ; for where thefe ſubilt they 
{troy confidence. 'That maxim which ſome adopt, 
{that a man ought ſo to converſe with his friend, as 
fhe was one day to become his enemy,” 1s the bane 
f real friendſhip. When this is the caſe, there can- 
ict be freedom, confidence, and an unreſerved commu- 
nication of ſentiments. As a friend will not betray, 
ſo neither muſt he harbor the ſuſpicion of being be- 
trayed, He is another ſelf who may be freely truſted. 


To this quality ought to be added faithfulneſs in men- | 


tioning the faults of his friend, and patience in hear- 
ng his own, This 1s a difficult part in friendſhip, 
nd requires to be managed with prudence, mildneſs, 


nd tenderneſs. 


AvoTHEr important quality 1s cvctineſs and con- 
ancy of behaviour. An unequal temper, and eſpe- 
cally one ſubjeR to larts of paſſion, is oppoſed to a 
Inendly union 3 and an inconſtant temper which is 
ever ſubje& to change from caprice, to hearken to the 
wſpers of Nlander, and to be allured by new objects, 


m1 not. encourage dependance. 


Pertiaps theſe are the moſt {riking features in a 
riend, with which the others will be found always 
U 
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united, Theſe qualities are fo rare, and there are { 


many chances, if we may ſo ſpeak, that the perſon who * 
has them, may not meet with another, that it is cafy tg wa 
ſce that real friendſhip can ſeldom be found. It is {iq " 
of Socrates, that when © building himſelf a houſ: xt Ip 
Athens, being aſked by one, that obſerved the little. nay 
neſs of the delign, why a man fo eminent would not 
have an abode more ſuitable to his dignity ;” he rc. / 
plicd, * That he ſhould think himſelf ſufficiently ac. that 
commodated, if he could fee that narrow habitation WI judi 
filled with real friends.” Such was his opinion of the BW wor 
ſmallneſs of their number. $0 many difappointments Wi cor: 
_ expericnced 1n this matter ; ſo much inſincerity and Our « 
ſelliſhneſs appear in the world ; fo many arc found to i vs t 
profeſs friendſhip in a day of proſperity, and hide Wi the 
themſelves in a day of adverſity ; that ſome in mortifi- Wi l:dg 
cation and chagrin adopt the words of the poct ; to 01 
« And what is friendſhip, but a name, tum 
« A charm that lulls to fleep ; foun 
« A ſhade that follows wealth or ſame, the 1 
« But leavcs the wretch to weep :?? Perl 
| Fea well 
War an ineſtimable bleſſing have they found who oy 


- : j! 
have a friend ! What pleaſure and advantage reſult 
ſrom an union ſuch as has been deſcribed ! O on 

c, 
than, we envy thee not that thou walt the ſon vi a 


kin; a ſucceſsful warrior 5 and that thou wes 
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-t the friend of diſtreſſed innocence ; the friend of 
nznkind. Envy thee, did we ſay ? Rather we deſire 
o clecm and emulate thy virtues, that like thee, we 


nay live beloved, and die lamented. 


Art any of us, my bretaren, diſpoſed to complain, 


that men appear ſo much guided by intereſt and pre- 


judice, to ſay nothing of baſer paſſions, as to be un- 
worthy of our love and confidence ?—To know the 
corruption of the human heart, and eſpecially to feel 
our own, 18 doubtleſs important and uſeful, as it teaches 
vs the dreadful efrects of our apoſtacy from God and 


the neceſſity of regenerating grace ; but this know- 


_ 


ldge is converted to a bad uſe, and proves injurious 
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to our happineſs, when it leads us to hate and deſpiſe 
tuman nature in general. Bad as it 1s, there are ſtill 


tound, particularly under the culture of education and 


the influence of religion, ſome amiable diſpoſitions. 


Perhaps in every man there is ſomewhat to praiſe, as 


well as ſomewhat to blame. We would be better em- 


- bo on 


ployed, if inſtead of complaining of others, we would 


_ 


more ſtudy to watch over and corre& our own fail. 
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ins; for often our miſtake and our miſery ariſe from 


this quarter ; not that others, but that we ourſelves 
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ities which attract the eſteem of the virtuous and the 
good. 'This will retain our friends, if we have them, 


and if we hare not, it will render us worthy of them, 


A man that hath friends, m»ft_ ſhew himſelf friendly,* 


I rrRoOMISED to conduct you on this ſubjeG to a 


natural and very ſerious concluſion, 


Ts it not natural in conſidering the 1imperfeCtion of 
men Here below, to turn our attention to a future ſtate 
of exiſtence; to reflect on the glorious proſpects which 
the goſpel aſfords? It reveals a heaven of complete 


holineſs and happineſs, where all the redeemed ſhall be 


united 3 where thoſe things which now prevent friend- 


ſhip, or interrupt it when formed, ſhall no more be 


found ; but harmony and peace ſhall forever reign. 
There all will be fincere ; no competitions and jealou- 
fies can ariſe between them ; but they will love as 
children of the ſame father ; united in heart as in voice 
in aſcribing praiſe unto him that loved them, and waſhed 


them from their ſins in his own blood. 


No is it, my brethren, a foreign conſideration on 
this ſubje&, that friends, who in this world took ſweet 
counſel together, ſhall meet again. Death makes only 
a temporary ſeparation. In this view, the goſpel of 
Chriſt exalts and perfeQts friendſhip. It is not an union 


* Prov, xvill. 24. 
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r a few days, but the beginning of an eternal one in 
aven. We ought not therefore to ſorrow at their 
ath, as thoſe who have no hope, but conſider them as 
ving gone a ſhort time before us ; and it may be, that 
ey will be employed ſoon to welcome us to the ſame 
ace, We know ſo little of the world of ſpirits, of 
cir ſociety, condition, and employments, that we 
icht to ſpeak with caution ; and yet ſo much of 
r happineſs here depends on ſociety, and particularly 
| the company and converſation of friends, that we 
nnot help extending the 1dea beyond the grave. At 
at this is certain, that all who die in the Lord are 
rever happy. Were our friends amiable here ? It is 
r unſpeakable conſolation, that they are now freed 
om all fin and ſorrow ; that they have joined a purer 
ciety, with which, if we are partakers of the ſame 


ith, we ſhall be united before long. 


SUFFER me now to introduce to yourviewſomething 


ore ſerious ſtill ; to carry you from Mount Gilboa to 


avary z to turn your attention from Jonathan to 

ce Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Have you admired a mortal 

re? What think you then of the love of the Son of 

0d? Have you admired the qualities of an earthly 

iend? What think you of Him who 1s altogether 

vely? Have you lamented the rich blood ſhed on 
U 2 


ED ET 


: 
= . 
- _ A oy — ” 
"EE 7 m—_ "IT" M44 = 
_ : z : 
= ths pgs 
—— nincibgg nog 
Gott ud 
ad ky : =. - 
- > * tht . 


_— 


- 4 * hw 
- \ 2 ho ”-- 
on” + EEE 
HRED - $-—— | "Do _ 


ww 


_ 
-- b 
- —__ 
> 
" 


1 or ene mtoacamractfhw. we ano Alc. ins wr% ul; cou oa; 
Me FRO ”__ " " a ” _ —_ 
—— -v ante 4." ade . "ek 
. 
- j - w wal a _ _ 


a —_ = = 


, I 
T \ 
+ bo 
4; | 
5 : 
i | | ' 
n Li , 
"KS Ps : 
x 7 ' 
3: Þ 
| 7 
R ' T 
[| 1 
"Y 
& , 
[3 
; 
7 


ESE» ae 
IPA; <qpoo____. ; 


"Y 


- —_"_ 4,4 _-- - 
Hg Ex _—_ 2 
As de & 


Wa. AS ACSI. 


$ i 
' 14't 
| Va 
+8 
i 
[ai 
4 


— be , aw 1 =þ « TX p : ay —_- 4 
- _ : - 
- - £ 2 * > _- ” Pr. y 
0" RS . me > _ ” _ p "*" = MY wo "wh 4 OOTY Vs _— TT > <4 —_ "©S "_ - C —— - - 
nes Reine RS In 3a BLONDE x —— = Sz > = 
ho - : " - 5 _- o be RK - F \ A y 
a ; PULY _ ETA * =. : 23v ” - a 4 : »” ” 
. E — "vo ». VCER 
= 2 — = 


. n= —s andre 
| = 
__—_——, 


Gazrrmg TT 
® 


222 FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN 


Gilboa ? What think you of the blood divine which 
ſtreamed on Calvary ? And for whom did he dic ? Þ\y 
finners of our race ; not for his friends, but his ce. 
mies, For this he left the glories of heaven, and 
veiled himſelf with fleſh ; for this he ſuffered the re. 
proach and contempt of men and devils ; and for thi 
he underwent the moſt cruel death. See him ſtretched, 
not on the bed of carthly honor, but bound as a crimi. 
nal and delivered up a vi&tim to divine juſtice ! Here 


was love. Here is a friend; a friend you all need; 


and without whom you mult be forever miſerable, : 
One able and willing to ſave you. One, whoſe favor who 
not only alleviates the evils of life, but whoſe gory ot by 
makes heaven itſelf ; whoſe dominion extends to all ad 
worlds. He hath the eys of hell and of death. He may 
roſe from the dead by his own power, and 1s now ex- mw 
altcd as a Prince and a Saviour. He is a friend "ey 
heaven to manage the concerns of his people ; he tet- wite 
derly ſympathizes with them ; and will bring then unde 
through all their tribulations to eternal reſt and peace. Ger t 
O ſinners, make the Lord Jeſus your friend. Dying wm 
men, lay hold on the Saviour. Are you poor al P * 
defenceleſs ? Behold one ready to help you ; one wh = 
will never forſake you, in ſickneſs or health, in proſpc E 
rom 


rity or adverſity; one who will guide you with his 


counſcl, and afterwards receive you to glory. In thu 
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late of affliction you need ſomething to cheer and 
ſupport you. Where can you find this, except in the 
ors of religion ? Did all the world court and applaud 
ron, you would be {till friendleſs without the favor of 
God. Afﬀter a few ſhort and unſatis[ying pleaſures, 
you mult lie down in endleſs ſorrow. Only a God 
reconcil d in Chriſt will ſweeten friendſhip and every 
earthly blefſing ; and bring you at laſt to fulneſs of 


joy and pleaſures for evermore, 


Haryy beyond expreſſion are you, my brethren, 
who have choſen Jeſus as your friend ; who are {aying 
o:him, This is my beloved, and this is my friend 5 my 
lelyned is mine, and 1 am his, From other friends you 
may be ſeparated ; but he 1s always with you ; they 
may be unfaithful, but of him you are never aſhamed ; 
they may not be able to help you, but he 1s infinitely 
wiſe and powerful. The eternal God is thy refuge, and 
underncath are the everlaſling arms. Did you dwell un- 
der the burning line, he would be there to refreſh you 3 
or, were you buried in ſnows and darkneſs under the 
pole of the earth, his preſence would afford yon hight 
The Lord God is a ſun and ſhield : the Lord 
will give grace and glory : no good thing will he withbold 


and heat. 


from them that walk uprightly.* 


* Plalm Ixxxiv. 17, 
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 E R M © N. XIIL 


ISTORY OF THE WIDOW OF 
ZAREPHATH. 


Preached for the benefit of the Charity School, 


1 KinGs xvV1l. 12. 


id ſte ſaid, As the L,orD thy Gob liveth, T have not a cake, but 
1 NANDFUL of meal in @ barrel, and a LITTLE oil in a orufe : 
ind behold, T am gathering two ſlicks, that 1 may go in, and dreſs 
t for me and my ſon, that we may eat it and die, 


T is difficult to ſay any thing new on ſo common 


and beaten a ſubje&t as charity, 'The moſt that 


1 be expected at this late hour is, cither novelty of | 


nner, or warmth of addreſs, 


Tar texts which offer themſelves on occaſions of 
8 kind are, indeed, many and important. To a 


ople ſo well inſtructed as you are, they mult be very 
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*yso . - £ w# 
familiar z and from your readineſs to perſorn 1. il 


duty in this reſpe&, there needs little raore than :; i" 
remind you of it, or afford you the opportunity gf anſy 
doing it. The 
| pear. 
Tar words now choſen as the foundation of a ci. WM :mi; 
courſe will not appear unſuitable, if properly treated, 
They are the anſwer of the Widow oF Zarepaary I 
to the prophet Elijah, and deſcriptive of the extrene Lave 
Uuiſtreſs to which ſhe and her ſon were reduced. No” 
perſon of ſenſibility can hear them without bein; m Ws 
tereſted and affected. wy 
| | tuncs 
IT will be neceilary, firſt, to relate the hiſto; wil cord: 
winch they are connected ; and then to make ſuck re- by th 
flections as this may ſuggeſt, and as may tend to call who! 
our benevolence into teal exerciſe. unhy 
drink 
Dvurixs the wicked reign of Ahab king of Ira, lily 
when a general corruption of manners prevailed among 
the people, the Lord was pleaſed, in order to avakany. 
them to a ſenſe of their idolatry, and bring them 1088 , | 
repentance, to withhold rain for the ſnace vi three =Y 


years and ſix months. Of this judgment Elijah he 
Tiſhbite forewarned Ahab. @Zealous for the 9 
worſhip, he prayed earneſtly, that God would ſuov 


this evident token of his diſpleaſure, as a mcan of vin 


C 
the oo 


Un, 


l'm V 
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icating his own honor, and reclaiming the people 
rom their wickedneſs. The prayer of Elijah was 
nſwered, and the windows of Heaven were Popped. 
ſhe ſprings of water ſoon failed ; verdure diſap- 
xared from the face of the earth 3 and a diſtreſſing 


amine pervaded the whole land. 


Ix this general calamity the prophet himſelf would 
\avc been involved, had not the Lord, in a miraculous 
ray, made proviſion for him. He ſtood expoſed too, 
0 the cruel reſentment of Ahab, who fought to pu- 
ihl:m as though he had been the author of misfor- 
unes to the kingdom. "The prophet, therefore, ac- 
ording to the command of God, concealed himſelf 
y the brook Cherith near Jordan. Here he dwelt a 
rhole year, ſecure from the rage of his enemies, and 
hurt by the famine. The brook ſupplied him with 
r:0k, and ravens, by divine direction, brought him his 
atly food. Theſe creatures, naturally voracious and 
ntender to their young, the Lord made to adminitter 
0 the neceſſities of his ſervant. Thus, under the fha- 
w of the Almighty, he cheerfully and ſafely abode, 
nd, perhaps, expected {till to continue ; but, through 
we exceſs of the drought, the brook at length dried 
Pp. And though God could as caſfily have furniſhed 


'm with drink as with food, yet, m order to cxerciſc 
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| may well be compared to the brook of which the pro. 
| phet drank, and which dried up. While we are look. 


228 H:1-S8'T-O:R-Y-UF-THE 
his faith, and fulfil the deſigns of providence, he y, 


ordercd to repair to another place: 


W:kE it proper to make reflections here, we might 


obſerve, how uncertain all earthly comforts are ! They 


ing forward to many days of ſatisfa&tion and pleaſure 
we meet with ſudden and grievous diſappointment, [: 
is thus wiſely ordered, that ſo we may not reſt here, 


but betake ourſelves to a living fountain, and, 27h jy 


draw water out of the wells of ſalvation. 


 Ertjan was now dircited to go to Zarephath, and 


informed, that he would find there a widow woman 


: who ſhould ſuſtain him. He obeyed ; and when he 


came to the gate of the city, behold, he met this wo- 
man gathering a little ſuel to dreſs her laſt morlcl, 
Though this city, called, by the Evangeliſt Luke, 5 
repta, lay without the confines of Ifrael, between 'Tyrc 
and Sidon, yet the effe&s of the famine had reached 
there. If we even ſuppoſe that rain had not beet 
withheld ſrom them, yet the failure of corn in the land 
of Iſrael, from which they were wont to be ſupplied 
would produce a ſcarcity. It is probable, that this 
woman was not, at any tine, in afluent circumſtances, 


and having no warning of the famine, ſhe had take" 


and | 
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,o precaution againZ it. Beſides, being deprived of 
er only ſupport ; in a ſolitary and helpleſs condition ; 


nable to travel abroad, or not knowing where to 


pply for rehef, ſhe was reduced to the verge of deſ- 
Nir, and apprehended but a ſtep between her and 


eath, 


Oxs leſs acquainted with the ways of providence, 
ad having leſs truſt in the wiſdom and power of God, 
han Elijah, would have concluded that he had come 
'The perſon he found, itood 
qually in need of aſſiſtance with himſelf. He thus 


0 an improper place. 


dreſſes her, Fetch me, 1 pray thee, a little water in a 
veſel, that I may drink. 
!, he called to her and ſeid, bring me T pray thee, a mor= 
& of bread in thine hand.* To his firlt requeſt for 


mater, ſhe was about inſtantly to comply ; but to his 


ind as ſhe was going to fetch 


cond for bread, ſhe returns this anſwer in the words of 
ie text; As the Lord thy God liveth, { have not a cake, but 
on handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruſe : and 
hold, I am gathering two flicks, that I may go in,and dreſs 
Her 


words do not contain a refuſal, but are a declaration of 


it for me and my ſon, that <ve may eat it and die. 


ler diſtreſs, and the 1mpoſſibility in her preſent circum- 
kances to afford the deſired relief, They . manifeſt a 
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heart ſenſibly touched with her own miſeries, and a. Ml tit 
poſed to ſympathize with others. Of the little fi: WM out 
had, ſhe was willing to impart, as appears when Eliay WW idol 
repeated his requelt, and promiſed her that ſhe ſoul! BN :ffe 
not want, And Ejah ſaid unto her, fear not : 99 cnl WM con 
do as thou hoſt ſaid : but make me thereof a little cale jir!, i tho 


and bring it unto me, and after mak? ſer thee and fur ily ug 


fon. For thus ſaith the T.crd God of Iſracl, the lar WM She 


of meal ſha!l not waſte, neither ſhall the cruſe of wil fail cor 
until the day that the Lord ſendeth rain upon the cari'. Wi bar 
And fhe went and did according 19 the ſayivg of £54." frie 


| obj 

| SURELY, if ever a caſe admitted of good excuſc % 

for a refuſal, this was one, She mizht have argue, W 
& Shall T give that away which is abſolutely azceflar Lo 
for my own ſupport ? Will I not then fin againlt th 7) 
moſt powerful law of nature ? Will I not be acceſſu WE 
to my ow: and my child's death ? If thiz man b "on 
able to give me the aſſiſtance he has promiſed, can lf T1 
not as ealily reheve himſelf Y Such releQions as thel _ 
might have naturally ariſen in her mind ; al he ſhe 
would have preponderated in a hard and (1ath car: WW wif 
but, ſhe was guided by nobler feelings. Pity reſ: in 12ﬀ tha 

breaſt, and was more than a balance to every 0: 

conſideration, It does not aypear that ſhe was wil 1, 


enced by the promuſe of an immediate recover” 


Volt 13.14.15, 
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but by a principle of pure Lumanity, Living with- 
aut the bounds of Iſrael, and probably, brought up in 
idolatry, ſhe would not therefore, readily beheve the 
afertion of the prophet. To the mere workings of 
eompaſſion, we are rather to aſcribe her conduct ; and 


though this is not the nobleſt motive from which we 


ught to give, yet it 18 far ſuperior to a ſelfiſh one. | 


She ſaw preſented before her a ftranger, who had 
cone a long journey through a ſultry climate, and a 
barren country ; and who mult periſh, unleſs fome 
fnendly hand afforded him fuſtenance, 'To ſuch an 
object her nature was too gentle to deny what was in 
her power. She belonged to that ſex in whom ſym- 
pathy and tenderneſs are moſt remarkable ; and her 
lzart had been mellowed and ſoftened by aflicion. 
Tae deſcription of the virtuons woman, given by So- 
lmon, ſuited her 3 She Nretcheth out her hand to the 
pror ; yea ſhe reacheth forth her hands to the needy.* 
Though her kindneſs was difintercſed, yet it received 
an immediate reward. By ſaving the life of Elijah, 
ſhe ſaved her own. He abode in her houſe, and pro- 
viſon was miraculouſly ſupplied ; for we are inſormed, 
that the barrel of meal <vaſled not, neither did the cruſe 
of oil fail, according to the word of the T.ord which hz 
ſpake by Elyah + Fi 


* Prov. xxxi. 20. + Verſe 16, 
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SEVERAL reflections occur here which might be pro. 
fitably purſued, —One 1s, the care of God in providing 
for the wants of his people. Blefſed are all they that 
put their truſt in him. If one door of hope be ſhut, 
another is opened. If one ſpring be dried up, other 


| fireams are made to flow in this parched wilderneſs, 


When the brook Cherith failed, Elijah was hoſpitably 


entertained in the houſe of the widow of Sarepta. 


Acai, relief often comes in the very hour of dif- 
treſs, and in a way unexpeted. With a heavy heart 
this woman went about to dreſs her laſt morſel ; when 
lo, ſhe is eaſed of her burden. One from a ſtrange 


country, altogether unknown to her, and whoſe firlt 


ſalutation 1s to aſl an alms for himſelf, is the appoint- } 


cd mean of her preſervation. How wnſearchable are 
the judgments of the Lord, and his ways paſt finding 


out /! 


We learn, moreover, that the favor of God is free 
and diſtingniſhing. Our bleſſed Lord teaches us this 
by the very example before us. T tell you of a truth, 
ſaith he, many widows were in {ſracl in the days of 
Elias, when the heaven was ſhut up three years and ſix 


months, when great famine was throughout all the land : 


But unto none of them was Elias ſent ſave unto Sar? 


bu 
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4 city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow.* 
This perſon was ſingled out from others, and to her 


clone was relief ſent, 


Waar follows in the hiſtory 1s no leſs affeQing and 
iaſtruſtive. Some time after Elijah had been taken 
into her houſe, her ſon fell fick and died. TIn the firſt 
fantic emotions of her grief, ſhe bitterly accuſed 
the prophet, as though this evil had befallen her, 


on his account, He, on the other hand, was 


truly concerned for the honor of that God whole ſer- 
rant he was, leſt it might be faid, that ſhe had met 


only with grievous aflliction 1n return for all her kind- Wil 
neſs. He took the child from her boſom, carried him | | 
to his own apartment, and addreſſed God in the moſt Þ 
earneſt manner, for the reſtoration of his life.” His ih0 {| 
efeaual fervent prayer availed. The child revived. | i : 
He brought him, and delivered him unto his mother, i : iq 
laying, See, thy ſon liveth.+ What holy pleaſure may ; ; a 
we ſuppoſe, beamed in the face of the prophet ! And j m | 
how ſudden the tranſition in the mother, fron/the Wt 
moſt exceſſive grief to the higheſt tranſport of joy 1 Tt j "il 
was a ſcene which none but thoſe who have, been tried | WH 
with ſuch afligions, can properly realize ; or none y Val 
but thoſe who have benevolent hearts can feel It j! bel 
was like ſaying to the raging Waves, Peace, be itil g j I 
Ir like pouring oil into the deep and recent wound, i 
* Luke iv. 25. 26, + Verſe 23, i ti 


pag ge . _ 
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How improperly do we often judge of the dealings 


of Providence towards us! We imagine evil when 
God intends good. What we account affliions proye 
bleſſings in the iſſue. —By this diſpenſation, this wo. 
man had a freſh proof of the power and goodneſs of 
God, and was encouraged to believe and truſt in him, 
If, by the firſt extraordinary interpoſition in her favor, 
| The had been brought to believe in the true God, yet 
on the death of her ſon, her faith might have been 
ſhaken ; but now ſhe was fully perſuaded and con- 
ſirmed, Her words to Elijah, on the occaſion, were, 
Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and 
that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth.** Her 
unfavorable opinion of Elijah was turned into the 
higheſt eſteem ; her reproaches into bleſſings ; and 
ſhe learned to truſt in that God who had miraculouſly 
preſerved her from famine; and who was able and 


willing to kelp in every time of need, 


Svc, my brethren, is the hiſtory with which we are 
preſented. Some refleQions which forced theraſcives 
on the mind, as we paſſed along, have been already 
| made; and you will allow me farther to direct your 
attention to ſome ariſing from the whole ; or which 
more immediately refer to the important buſinels 


defore us. 
* Verſe 24: 
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| FixsT, There are many in adverſe circumſtances, 
yez, reduced to poverty and diſtreſs, not by vices or 
follies of their own, but purely by the courſe of Pro- 
ridence. Though it be true, in general, that the hand 
ef the diligent maketh rich, yet there are inſtances where 
the greateſt forebght, prudence, and care are unſuc- 
ceſsful, We ſee in the hiſtory now conſidered, virtn- 
ous and worthy perſons ready to periſh by reaſon of 
famine, But, without admitting ſuch an extraord!- 
nary caſe, how many ways are there by which perſons 
may be prevented from obtaining a tolerable ſubſilt- 
nce, or deprived of what they had obtained ! So 
changeable is the ſlate of things in this world, that 
overty may ſoon ſucceed affiuvence ; and thoſe who 
ave aſſiſted others live to ſtand in need themſelves, — 
overty 18 not diſgraceful unleſs it be the conſequence 
f vicious purſuits ; and even then it onght to be 
itied and relieved. Fhe virtuous poor are the moſt 
eſerving objeAs of charity ; but we may not ge 
urſelves from our own fleſh. To every human crea- 
ure we are allied, and may not ſnow contempt or 
elet,—Such being the ſituation of many in the 
orld, and which, for any thing we know, may be our 


wn, we are called, 


Ix the ſecond place, 'To encourage the emotions 


[ pity in our learts, and to extend our beneficence to 
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all within our power. We ought to accuſtom our. Wicrou 
ſelves to think of the miſeries of human life ; of th, WSoon 
ſolitary cottage, the dying parent, and the weeping Wiſheart: 
orphan. 'The condition of the widow of Sarepta i Mijour 
not uncommon, It is no fanciful picture. May we Woo « 
not find in this city perſons in almoſt as deplorable a iepea! 
ſituation ? Not with one child, but many ? No ſuf. Wh" 
cient ſhelter or clothes in this ſtormy ſeaſon ? Hover. Wiſs | 
ing over two ſticks ; and it is well, if they have, at all WW” » 
times, an handſul of meal and a cruſe of oil? Before Ty 
the winter 13 paſt, and the ſnows are over and gore, 

the barrel may walte and the cruſe fail: 'Phey ſuall F 5 
not fail! exciaims the benevolent heart—Blcſied be - 
God, there is this difference between us and the city E: 
of Zarephath, that we are full and abound. Inſtead A 
of famine we have had a moſt fruitful ſeaſon, and TY 
there need be no complaining in our ſtreets - 1f we have "7 
only the goodneſs to pay God.zyith his own, "=p 


LeT me recommend it, particularly to young per- lead, 
ſons to habituate their hearts to melt at ſcenes of di-WW-*® 


treſs, Check not the riſing ſigh and the falling tear, nels 


; he 
Compaſſion is congenial to your nature. Seek not toil © © 
eradicate, but to confirm it. It will render you amia- to th 
flier 


ble and lovely ; and with this principle other virtue 
axe moſt likely to be united. A. hard and felffh heart W® © 


| 3nyouth is very unpromiſing. It is a ſtony piece of 
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round that will not repay the huſbandman his toil. 
00n enough, my dear and unſuſpicious youth, whoſe 
earts now expand, and would ſhare with a friend 
our laſt morſel, ſoon enough will theſe contract ; 
200 enough will your fine feelings be blunted, by the 
peated diſappointments and mortifications you will 
cet with 3 by the pride, inſincerity and cenſoriouſ- 
fs of the world. Cheriſh them, therefore, while 


ou may. Be virtuous and be gencrous. 


TaixDLY, We learn that afts of beneficence do not 


0 unrewarded. Ze that hath mercy on the poor, haf py 


be. He that hath a bountiful eye ſtall be bleſed « fer 
2 riveth of his bread to © the poor. IWhoſo floppeth his 
rs at the cry of the poor, he alſo ſhall cry himſelf, but 
all not be heard, - He that giveth unto the poor ſhall not 
> : but he that bideth his eyes ſhall have many a curſe, 
ſe that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unio the Lord ; and 
at «which he hath given, «vill he pay him again.* In- 
cad, however, of producing the many and plain de- 
arations of ſcripture, let the example before us wit- 
if, Were not two miracles wrought in behalf of 
er of Shrepta ? Was ſhe not a gaincr by her kindneſs 
0 the prophet ? To ſay nothing of another world, or 
ie recompence at the reſurrection of the juſt, God 
an eaſily, and doth often repay with temporal good 


* Proverbs, 
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things. Is not tlus found in your own experience? 
Do you ſuffer by your weekly contributions to the 
poor ? Or have you failed ſince you contributed lat 
year, to the ſupport of our ſchool ? Nay, have you nat 
proſpered as individuals? Have we not proſpered as a 
church ? Is it not fince the eſtabliſhment of the ſchool 
that the Middle Church has been repaired and beauti. 
fied ? Never till then did God give us heart and abil 
ity to accompliſh that great work. Never till tlien, 
was it fully pronounced, Peace be within thy <valls, and 
proſperity within thy palaces.* 'To the ſupport of our 
ſchool we are again called. To afford the children of 
the poor the means of inſtruction, is the moſt excel- 
Ient and the moſt ſucceſsful of all charities. Tt ena- 
Lles them to provide a ſubſiſtence for themſelves. It 
re{cues them from ignorance and vice. It ſheds a 
benign influence on church and ſtate. Tt lays tlie 
foundation of their preſent and future happineſs. It 
is as much ſuperior to common charity as the ſoul is to 
the body ; or rather, it is the compendium of all 
charity. By iaſtrucing the child of an indigent pt 
rent, we may fay, in the trueſt and nobleft ſenſe of the 
words, See, thy ſon liveth, By this he 1s prepared to 
ive to God, to his country, and to himſelf, 


* Pfalm cxxii. 7, 'This was the text of a ſermon, preached 
on the firſt Sabbath of Auguſt, 1990; after this church had 
been repaired and dedicated anew to God, 
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Moc might be ſaid on the advantages of iallitu- 
ons of this kind ; but much to you would be need- 
fs, With the flate-of our owa ſchool you are already 
equainted 3 and with what is expected from you the 
nſuing year. It is the earnelt delire of the Conſil- 
ory to increaſe the number of ſcholars; and I appear 
ow a3 their alvocate for that purpoſe. We will ao. 
lubt of ſucceſs. Our aſſembly indeed is compara- 
uvcly ſmall, on account of the intenſe cold ; but the 
fewer perſons the greater ſhare of honor, —Were argus- 
ments neceſſary, they might be arranged in powerful 
form. You micht be told the importance of the duty 
ia itſelf ; the pleaſure arifing from 1t ; and the reward 
waich attends it in this life, and the life to come, 
You might be urged even by the charaQter which you 
have to ſupport ; and you might be provoked to jea- 
louſy by the conduct of other churches around you z 
bat the brave man, and the generous, needs no words, 
the one, to make him. fizht, and the other to TiVCe 
The noble ſteed requires a curb, but diſdains the ſpur. 
Could we ſuppoſe that there are any here whoſe hearts 
are locked, I boait of no charm to opea them. No- 
thing 1s painted, but a ſcene which nature preſents, 
_ and dreſſed in the colours which ſhe gives. As this 
F* ſufficient, ſo it is ever the. moſt agreeablz to the 
humane and bencvolent heart 3 and to ſuch ouly I 
apneal, 
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Many of us have Iatcly contributed, and we a Wi if 

ready to do it again, We will thus enjoy a dou)!; gle 

pleaſure. Our feelings will thus be wound to (WM i 

higheſt pitch, and produce the fineſt of all harmony, N 

It was a common faying of one, © that no muſic wy 

ſo charming in his ears as the requeſts of his friend, 


and the ſupplications of thoſe 1n want of his aſſiſtance,” Wi pro 
meaning that the opportunity of obliging and reliey. fro: 
ing them excited more agreeable ſenſations than the WM ;11 
foft and thrilag ſtrains of the moſt enchanting me. 
lody.—Ye lovers of mufic, do you wiſh your hearts to W. 
vibrate with extatic joy? Stretch forth your han 
this day to the indigent. This will exceed the voice 


of man, mixed and ſoftened by the ſweeter female note; 


_ Fea, it will exceed both theſe, even when joined with 


an inſtrument, like David's harp, of ſweet and ſolemn| 
ſound.* 


Bring forward then, my brethren, your offerings. Wl «© 
On a late occafion, we gathered the fir{t-fruits. To- WM {-, 
day we gather the ſecond crop. Or, will you allow Wi . . 
me to compare myſelf to one who glears and gathers i 
the harveſt field, after the reapers ? Will you ſuffer me, « 


as the generous Boaz did Ruth, to glean even amy : 
| &I1 

the ſheaves ? Will you let fall, as his reapers did, /' WM 
thte 

* There is an allvfion here to the taſte, which Jate!y twe 
prevails in the congregation, for ſacred muſic; and the it 


trodugion into the Middle Church of a handſome organ, 
order to lead and fit the voice in praiſing God. 
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of the handfuls of purpoſe, and leave them that I may 
glean and rebuke me not *® Every thing is hoped from 
your gencrolity z not a gleaning only, but a harveſt 


iſelf.T 


Bur laſt year you took theſe little ones under your 
protection 3 when Pharaoh's daughter drew Moſes 
from the lags on the bank of the river Nite. t They 
O ſpare 


tiem the pain of telling what they farther want. 


now thank you for your care and attention. 


Wound not the feckngs of poverty by infifting on their 
mournful tale. Let your own imaginations paint 1t 
all; and heaven-born compaſſion plead aloud im your 
brcaits, Of the little ſome of you may have, you can 
ſareapart. Bencfits well-placed are a treaſure that 
is laid up; and you will enjoy what remains with more 
tl undant fatisfation. It was the ſaying of one, 
that he could not reliſh a happineſs which nobody 
lhared in but limſelt.” 


their mites, God, who 1s the friend of the diſtreſſed, 


Let the poor then caſt in 


* Ruth 11. 16, 

7 This was the laſt ſermon preached for the ſchool this year ; 
and though in a different church, yet the aflumbly was chicity 
compolced of the ſame people. The collections made :1 tle 
thee churches were ſo liberal as to enable the Confitory to ad 
twenty ſcholars. 

f $ce Sermon viii, 
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accepts and rewards the willing mind. The barre! j 
meal ſhall not waſle, neither ſhall the cruſe of oil fail, 


O ye rich, if you feel any gratitude to God who 
hath made your cup to run over ; if you have any ſyn. 
pathy for the ſons and daughters of afflition ; if you 
would wipe the tear that in ſecret wets the widow, 
and the orphan's eye ; if yon would render an emincat 
ſervice to the church and to the ſtate ; if you would 
eat your own bread with gladneſs and finglenef; of 
heart ; and if you are influenced by the grace »f the 
Lord Jeſus, who for your ſakes became poor ; yea, who 
ſo loved you; that he became obedient unto death, even th; 
death of the croſs 3 who hath enjoined love in his word, 
and powerfully enforced it by his own love in thus 
dying for ſinners ; if under the power of any, or of all 
theſe conſiderations, let your hearts expand, and your 
hands be liberal. Let humanity triumph. —Charity ! 
Charity ! Divine Charity ! Haſten from the ſultry 
land of Tyre and Sidon ; and in theſe frozen regions 


ſuſtain our fainting widows, and raiſe their children to 


life! 


Go, worthy Deacons, and receive from Charity's 


Toft and open hand, good meaſure preſſed down and rt 


img over. 
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2 Kings 1. 23. 24+ : 


And he went up from thence unto Beth-el : and as he <vas going up 
by the way, there came forth little children out of the city, and 
mocked him, and ſaid unto him, Go UP, THOU BALD-HEAD, 
Go uvP, THOU BALD-HEAD, And he turned bach, and looked 
on them, ard curſed them in the name of the LORD ; and there 
came forth two ſbe-bears out of ihe awed ; aid tare forty ard 
two children of them, 


HAVE not choſen theſe words merely from 2n 


affetation of ſingularity, which 1s often the token 


of a vain or a weak mind ; but from an apprehenſion 


that they will ſuggeſt ſome truths uſeful and important. 
Though it is, Eoubtleſs, the buſineſs of a preacher to 
well more efpecially on the great and leading doc- 


trines of the goſpel, yet hz: ought to take notice alſo 
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ot what 18 more remotcly conneRted ; and nothing 


bclonging to godlineſs is uaworthy of his attention, 


THz holy ſcriptures convey inflruction in varion; 
ways; ſometimes by precept ; ſometimes by parabls; 
and ſometimes by the deſcription of real characters, or 
thierclation of certain occurrences in human life, 
the latter ſort'are the words now read. "They do nc: 
paint what might be expeRed to happen in particular 
circumſtances ; but inform us of what did really hzy- 
pen 3 and which is recorded for the reproof and adino- 
nition ofall ages. We have here related & memoralle 


pailage in the life of the prophet Eris a, the Gitcijle, 


and lucceflor of Elijah. 


The prophets were extraordinary perſons wiom 
God, in thoſe days, inſpired and commiſſioned to 
make known his will to his people Ifracl, About ti 
time of Samuel there were ſchools creed, wire 
young perſons were inſtructed 1n religion and picts, 
the better to prepare them for receiving the prophetic 
ſpirit. Over theſe, called fons of the prophets, fore 
venerable prophet preſided ; at -whoſe feet they fat ; 
and at whoſe mouth they received prophecies. This 
ſuperintendence, on the removal of Elijah, devolved on 
Eliſha. 'The principal ſchools were at Beth-cl, J- 


cho, and Gilgal. When a prophet firit entered up9 


F 1118 Of 
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'« office, he was cloathed with the prophetic mantle, 
hich was an upper garment made of Jamb-lkin, and 
own over the thoulderss When Eljah was taken 


pinto Heaven, Elifaa received his mantle as a tok-<n 


fſucceſhon, and that he ſhould be endued with a 


ouble portion of his ſpirit. Of this he ſoon gave evi- 
ence ; for, ſtanding by the bank of Jordan, he ſmote 
he waters with the mantle, caling upon the Lord 
zod of Elijah, and they parted luther and thither, 
Vien the ſons of the prophets of Jericho ſaw this, 
liey aid, The ſpirit of Elijah doth reft on Eliſha ; and 
ley came to meet him, and bowed themfcfoes to the ground 


efore him.* 


ArrTzx this, we read of his healing the unwhole- 


vme waters of Jericho, at the rcquett of the inhabt- 
ants, and aſcriving the miraculous power to God. 
:om thence ke went up to Buthecl, where was anort. ev 
cool of the prophets, though the place was, at tlus 
imac, greatly addicted to iuolatry, Here, Jeroboam 
ad {ct up a golden calf; and inſtead of Pctli-cl, the 
2ame which Jacob Cave it, after his remarkable vitong 
ang which ignifics the houſe of Ged, it was afterwards 
calcd by Hoſea, Beth-aven, the houſe of vanity, or 
4555,F On his way up to this place happened that 
Muc2 comes now under our particuia 
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"THERE came forth little children out of the city, and 
mocked him. It is remarked that the word tranſlateq 
little children ſignifies youths, or thoſe come to conſider. 
ze maturity. Though they might have been excited 
to this inſolent behaviour by their parents, yet, it is 
probable, that they were old enough to diſcern between 
ood and evil; and that many of them might have 
engaged in it, of their own accord, Their reproach 
ſhows them not to have been deſtitute of ſome infor. 
roation, and that they were aQuated by a malicious 
ſpirit. Their crime was baſe and aggravated, in that 
they mocked one whoſe age ought to have commanded 
reverence, This circumſtance alone might have been 
expected to enſure better treatment. A certain 
reſpeCt is ever due from the young to the aged ; and 
where it is not paid, it manifeſts a froward and Lad 


leart. 


Bur when we conſider the ſacred charaQer of Eli- 
ſha, the conduct of theſe youths appears extremely 
wicked. Tt was his office more than his perſon which 
they deſpiſed. By inſulting him, they diſhonored 
- God, whoſe prophet he was, and on whoſe errands he 
was employed. This ſeems to have been the caſe, 


from the words which they uttered : Go up, thou bald: 


head, Go uþ thou bald-head. Interpreters alledge, that 


by this, they meant to mock that glorious work 0! 
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>d, the aſſumption of Elijah into Heaven, As 


ough they had faid, & Go up into Heaven, whither 
ou pretendeſt that Elijah is gone. Why didfſt thou 
t accompany thy friend and maſter thither ? O, that 


ou alſo wert taken away, that ſo we might be trou- 


-d no more.” Tt is true, that they meanly refleted 
his perſon, but it was the execution of his office, 
ich they hated and dreaded. 'The profane will ſel- 
m dare to vent their malice immediately againſt ſa- 
ed things. They firſt charge thoſe who officiate in 
em with crimes, or repreſent them in a ridiculous 


lit, that ſo they may have ſome colour or pretext. 


ViewinG then the conduct before us in its proper 
ht, it was not only very indecent, but highly pro- 
ie; not only an inſult on human nature, but a mock- 


7 of God himſelf, 


W# can ſcarcely help painting in our imagination 
e venerable Eliſha wrapt in his prophetic mantle ; 
5 locks thinned by time, and thoſe which remained, 
ary ; travelling along on his way up to Beth-el,— 
hat mind that knows thy buſineſs and thy worth 


uld not welcome thce ! What pious chiidren, who. 


ſerve thy approach, would. not cry, © Here comes 


iſha the prophet of the Lord !”” and run to touch 


$ mantle and aſk lis Llcfſing ! Such a reception has 
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perſon and his chara&er demanded ; but behold lim 
ſurrounded by profane boys, who came out of | 
;idolatrous city, and who mock him, faying, Go vp thi; 
bald-head, Go up thou bald-head! To have ſeen an vid 
man thus treated mult have excited indignation jy 
every generous brez{t ; but to have ſeen a prophet and 
the glorious works of the Moit High God turned intv 
ridicule, muſt have chilled the blood 3 and every nous 


mind would anticipate fome awful judgment. 


LztrT vs now view the conduct of the prophet. He 
] 
turned back, ond looked on them, and curſed them in th 
name of ihe Lord, This was not the effect of human 
paſſion, or revenge. Inſtances are recorded wc 
prove hin to ave been of a moſt merciful and benevo- 
lent temper. Witneſs his increaſing the widow's oil; 
P 5 
his gratitude for the Kindneſs ſhown him by the >:14- 


namite z and his rettoring her dead ſon to life, ii: 
he felt an indignation againſt profanity, and a rei 
concern for the glory of God, 1s not to be Coubtcs, 
He carcd not fo much for any indignity caft upon !. 
perſon. Perhaps the expreſſion, he Ioked on 71" 
teaches us that he firlt ſought to abafſh, or mate tim 
aſhamed. He reproved them by turning his counts: 


nance full upon them ; or he looked with piiy 3 


concern that they ſhould thus provoke the divine 07 + 
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hey till perſiſting, he then curſed them in the name of 
p Lord. 


Tas paſſage, with others of the ſame I:ind, has not 
:aped the animadverſions and ſncers of infide;s, 
The prophet,” ſays one, © was more zealous in Ii; 
cn cauſe than he was in God's, otherwiſe he would 
t have curſed ſo many little children.” $o fay we, 
it be aſcribed to paſſion, or revenge. But this and 
e like things in ſcripture are to be underſtood as pre- 
cons of the judgments which will come upon the 
emies of the Lord. Ze curſed them in the name of the 
ord ; that 18, by the motion of the Spirit of God, 
denounced the puniſhment which was to come 
on them. That 1t was ſo, 1s evident from the con- 
rrence of Providence. Had it been the cbullition cf 
man vengeance, God would not have countenanced 
; and the children would have eſcaped unhurt. Tae 
arrel was between God and them ; between the holy 


ne of Ifracl and dumb 1dols. 


TH1s accounts ſor the tuſlice and ſeverity of the 
miſhment ; which let us now conſider, 
th two ſhe-bears out of ihe wood « and tare forty and 
Theſe bears had probably been 


reaved of their whelps, and were thereforc the more 


0 children of them. 


ice and outrageous. 


There came 
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HE, again, the write: already referred to, hints, 
that it is very wonderſul that two ſhe-bears ſhould { 
immediately come out of the foreſt, and deſtroy { 
great a number, —Without having recourſe, however, 
to a miracle, there 1s nothing incredible in this. 1 
was a farprizing event, but one which, on rations 
principles, may be readily believed. The ſtrength and 
ferocity of two ſuch animals falling on boys croude 
together, having no way of eſcape, or whoſe fears 
might render them motionleſs, can be eaſily conccired 


capable of committing this dreadful havoc. 


IT may be objefed again, that the puniſhment was 
too ſevere for the offence. But it is anſwered, that 
conſidering every circumſtance, it was worthy of a licly 
and wiſe God. 
againſt theſe idolaters. 


the loſs of their cliildren. 


By this he afferted his own honor 
The parents were puniſhed mn 

It was a ſolemn warmng to 
all offenders ; and a ſanQion was likewiſe given to the 
miſſion of the prophet. Beſides, thoſe guilty of 1dol- 
atry were condemned to death by the law, and the fen- 
tence was now no more than executed. 'To this lome 
add, that if many cf theſe children finned through 
i-norance, their death might have been in great mercy 
to them. 'They were taken away from an idolatrous 
education, which expoſcd them both to temporal and 


eternal deſtruction. Tt is enough for us to know, that 
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25 the hand of God, who hatlr a right to diſpoſe of 


creatures, when and in what manner he pleaſeth ; 


| who ever executeth righteous judgment, 


How eafily and ſuddenly doth he often vanquiſh his 
mics! A few minutes ago and we ſaw the man of 
x1 beſet with an inſulting croud, {riving who ſhould 
: him moſt, and drive him, if poſſible, from their 
rderss Mow we behold the inſtruments of ven- 
ance ſpreading terrer, confuſion, blood, and carnage 
around, Like ſilly ſheep, they are devoured by 


c ravenous jaws of bears, Parents who connived at 


eir children's wickedneſs, now loudly wail, when 
ey gather the fragments of the mangled bodies, 
urely we may ſay unto God, How terrible art thou in 
y works ! through the. greatneſs of thy power, ſhall thine 


remics ſubmit themſelves unto thee, * 


We: are now prepared for ſome refle&ions on this 


iece of ſacred hiſtory. 


Ox: refle&ion which will readily fttike us is, the 
liference between the Moſaic and the Chriſtian dif 
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penſation. Uiider the former, crimes were {uddenly 
and remarkably puniſhed ; but under the latter, God 
rerciſes greater patience and forbearance, Under 
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vie former, which was comparatively dark, this wag 
* Plalm 1xvi. 3. 
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neceſſary to keep alive on the minds of men a rex. 


ence for God and divine things ; but under the latter, 
though God will as certainly puniſh fin, yet he d-la 
it, Becauſe he hath appointed a day, in the ohich he «i! 


judge the world in righteouſneſs, by that man whom he ! | 


ordained ; ewuhereof he hath given aſſurance un!9 all jm, 9 
in that he. hath raiſed him from the dead. * When tid: 
diſciples James and John requeſted Chrift to comm! | dcfed 
fire to come down from heaven, and conſume cert wa 
Samaritans for their inhoſpitality, as Elias 1d don ourle 
on another occaſion, he rebuked them, and Cid, 7; anotl 
know not what manner of ſpirit ye are of 5 for the $1, [2nd 
man is not come to deflroy men”s lives, but to fave t!cn, This 
We know that a greater than Elitha, even our Lo and 1 
Jeſus Chrift was moit ſhamefully and cruclly treatz. Ing 1s 
and no preſent vengeance overtook his perſccutors wW 
yea, we find him praying for thoſe who with wick P 
hands crucified and ſlew him. The apoftles and prim: ; | ” 
tive chnitians underwent all Kinds of ſulferings withou ED 
any immediate and viſible judgments from Go I - 
thoſe who deſtroyed them. s ; 
| | will th 

WITHOUT endeavouring to account for this, it WW" th 
certain, that ſentence againſt an evil work 1s not 10 lneſt, 
Thou 


executed ſpeedily. At the ſame time, it 15 te be! 
membered, that God is as holy and juit as cver 


» AQs RV41c3ke x Luke iXo $6, 55, 
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#28 3 and that he will for every thing bring us into 
1dgment. 'Though it come ſlowly, yet it comes 
urely ; and the longer the patience of God is abuſed, 


\e more ſevere will condemnation be at laſt. 


SECONDLY, Let us learn from thus ſubje& not to 
piſe, or reproach others, on account of any natural 
cſcQs or infirmities. Nothing 1s real cauſe of ſhame 
ut what 1s ſinful ; or what we have brought upon 
urſelves by our own folly and wickedneſs. To mock 
nother for ſome infirmity of body is not only indecent 
id cruel, but is to 1efle&t on the glorious Maker. 
his is a fin which is ſometimes puniſhed in this life ; 
ad hence the very old and vulgar proverb, & Mock- 


g 1s catching,”? 


Who can help deſpiſing the childiſh taunt to Eliſha 
ſpeAing his bald-head. He might have had few 
airs, but they were all numbered ; and they were 
uched at dreadful peri. —Let youth beware ;z and 
e that they riſe up before the hoary head. Time 
ll thin eveti the locks of an Abſalom ; draw furrows 
1 the ſmootheſt brow ; and blaſt the roſes on the 
teſt cheek. We muit all ere long ſay to corruption, 


hou art our father ; to the worm, Thou art our mother 
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and our fiſter.* They are truly beautiful, whoſe ming; 
are adorned with the graces of the Spirit, and whoſe 
bodies ſhall hereafter be faſhioned after the glorious 
body of Chriſt, 


Tus laſt refleQion I ſhall make, and indeed the 


principal one which offers itſelf on this ſubject 1s, the an 
ſin and danger of mocking at holy things. To thi ” 
let me call, eſpecially, the attention of my younger * 
hearerss Though none of you may be guilty in tlis WF 5 
reſpect, yet you need to be warned. You will mix wW 
little with the world, if you do not ſee and hear ſacted 
things turned into ridicule, The 1nfetion 13 danger- - 
ous. Go notin the way of it. Never uſe your wit cr. 
ia proſane jelts, or in ridiculing any thing deemed ja y 
cred. 'Treat not with contempt the reiigions ric; I 
und ceremonies 05 any denomination, In whatever , 
I;ght they appear to you, to others they are 1importait, h. 
and chriitian charity ſhould lead you to mecknels ans 
forbearance. 
Tuxx not into mockery the perſons or expreiuons F 
of the profeTors of religion ; nor take delight in th! 1 
company of thoſe who do ſo. The greateft and bel C 
have their weakueſſes and infirmities ; and there 1s n0 - 
man but may be placed in an unfavorable light. Tx 8 


# Job xvii. 74. | f 
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tranſition is ſhort from jeſting on their foibles, to deſ- 
. piling their perſons, and even to diſregarding that reli» 
gion which they profeſs, 


WiTH reſpeQ to thoſe who are officers in the 
church, and att worthy of their character, any thing 
which would lefſen them in the eſteem of others 18 of 
the worlt conſequence ; as it renJers their adminiſtra» 
tions ineffectual, Let it be remembered too, that 
Chriſt reſents ſuch condu® as though done to himſelF, 
We may flatter ourſelves that we mean no harm ; but 
under the cloak of mirth there 13 often concealed en- 
mity to God. The inſtance conſidered at this time is 
ſuſficient to conviace us of the awful danger of this 


ſin, Other ſhocking inſlances of profanity might be 


produced ; and it would be found that the perſons 


engaged in them have been as deſpicable, as ther end 


has been ſometimes miſerable. 


You will allow me to remark here, that many Kage 
plays are ſo filled with profane and obſcene jets ; and 
with improper alluſions to ſacred things, as to render 
them unſafe, either to be read, or heard. —This other 
remark 1s perhaps well-founded, that a clergyman 2s 
never perſonified on the ſtage but to his diſadvantage, 
He is exhibited as a laughable, or at leaft as an inftgnt- 


licant, rather than as a ſcrious and reſpeRable cha» 
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rater. Is not this mockery ? Has it not a dire& 
tendency to bring the office into contempt ? Is there 
not danger of aſſociating the idea of the perſon who 
has been ludicrouſly exhibited with the office, and thus 
of holding both in deriſion ? 


_ Ler me warn you then, my hearers, again every 
at which would leſſen your reverence for divine 
things. Bleſſed is the man that walketh not in the counſel 
of the ungodly, nor flandeth in the way of. ſinners, nor ſit- 
eth in the ſeat of the ſcornfſul.** Advances 1n fin are 
gradual, From occaſional intercourſe with finners, 
you may come to take pleaſure in their company, 


until at length, they are choſen as your only aſſociates, 


PiT14BLz is the condition, and dreadful will be the 
puniſhment of profeſſed mockers. "They have arrived 
at the higheſt pitch of wickedneſs ; and are prepanng, 
by ſwift degrees, for that place where is perpetual cur- 
ſing and blaſphemy. Though God command no 
bears from the foreſt to rend them, while in this world, 
yet, if they continue impenitent, they ſhall not eſcape 
his rigtiteous judgment, Terrible is the threatening 
of God by the prophet Hoſea ; [ will meet them as a 
bear that is bereaved of her whelfs, and will rend tit 


* Plalm 1, I, 
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caul of their heart, and there will I devour the like a 


lhon.* 


To conclude, Let us all be perſuaded to ſeck the 
favor of God through Chriit ; to reverence his word, 
his miniſters, and his ordinances, that ſo it may be 


well with us here, and in that future tate to which we 


are all faſt baſtening, | 
. Hol. XU, A 
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JAVID's CHARGE TO SOLOMON. 


1 CHRONICLES XXVIII. 9. 


And thou, SOLOMON my ſon, I297 thou the Gor «of thy father, 


and ſerve him with a perfect heart, and with a w1iii:.tg mind ; for 


be LorD /earcheth all hearts, and under ſigndeih all the imaginatie 
 onsof the thoughts : Tf thou ſeek him, he wil! be found of thee ; but 
if thou fei/ake him, he Twill caſt the: off forevers 


HIS was the ſolemn and affſetionate charge of 
king David, delivercd alittle before lus death, 

io his ſon Solomon. Perhaps in no inftance did Da- 
vidappear in a more amiable light, or give greater Cvi« 
Cence of his piety, When about to finiſh lus courſe 
upon earth and to ſleep with his fathers, he afſembles 
tie chief men of Tſracl, and after informing them of 
certain affairs reſpeRing the Kingdom, he impretics 


ou their minds the duty and advantage vf keeping 
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all the commandments of the Lord their God. Het wor 

tenderly concerned that he who was to be the ſucceſſor: Ml to le 
to the throne ſhould ſo condu& himſelf as to promote Wl {clve 
his own happineſs, the proſperity of the nation, and 
the glory of the eternal God. 


Many were the brilliant a&ions of David's life; 


but none was brighter than the concluding ſcene. We 


admire him in thoſe days, when impelled by heroiſn, W here 
he flew his ten thouſands 3 we admire him when filling Wi the x 


and dignifying a throne. See him now juſt ready to 


reſign the earth forever, and ſay, if he be leſs the hero, I. 
Before we pronounce on his character, ſee him die, father 
Behold in the decline of an aQtive and troublous lik, url 
the warm affeQion of the parent, and the ſublime prin- M P | 
eiples of the ſaint, T'o Solomon he left a great ail pigi 
| powerful kingdom, but his laſt counſel was. more then —- 
all ; and, could he have enſured it, was the rich Ep 
legacy, A: 
Tx1s dying charge expreſſes the wiſh of every pious |"/c# 
parent for his child ; and it is choſen at preſent as the loubt, 
foundation of a diſcourſe to the young people of this]iſ"p 0! 
congregation, Soon, my yourg friends, will you i Iog fix 
forſaken of your earthly parents, of thoſe who hare|ſÞiews, 
toiled and provided for you ; whoſe fondeſt defire wi® © co 


to ſee you at your part uſefully and honorably in loWttenti 
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'orld ; and who, whatever temporal things they hare 
) leave you, are zealouſly concerned, if they them- 
ves be pious, that you ſhould poſſeſs the riches of 
ivine grace. If ever you ſtand around their death- 
ed, they will addreſs you in words of the ſame import 
ith theſe in the text. 


I SHALL firit, ſhow you what is implied in the duty 
ere enjoined ;z and ſecondly, conſider the motives to 


ie performance, 


I, Tng duty enjoined. Anow thou the Ged of thy 
ther, and ſerve him with a perfet heart, and with a 
illing mind. Theſe words include the profeſſion, and 
ie punCtual obſervance of all the precepts of true 
ligion. By &nowing God we may underſtand an 
knowledgment of him as ovr God, and paying him 
at homage which 1s due; or ſuch a knowledge of 
s being, perfeions, and laws, as will influence our 
aftice, Accordingly David adds, ſerve him with a 
rfef heart, and with a willing mind. Solomon, no 
ubt, had been inftructed in the knowledge and wor- 
ip of the true God ; but as he might notwithſtand-= 
g fwerve, or make a profeſſion merely from temporal 
ews, we are to underſtand the charge as extending 
aconftant acknowledgment of God, and ſuch an 


tention to his ſervice as would manifeſt ſincerity of 


. 
= _— 


. : . 
J . 
I —— = ARR... 
& 


—-— 


— 


ry - 
LE IR ts. mv ” 
v4 


2 <6 SSSA i__—_ 


= ROT "IDE 
” — * "0 _ "of 
C : arm 
© - Ros _ 
—_—_ —— 


os , — 
—_ —_ nes == 
> — 9” —_— 2 yr” _— | = 
= PI 4 


© th 
: 
< o 


AP Tr > 
-4 . wx 
nd + "nth + Sx. 
ne "ls _—_—- 


Low —_ a <d 
_— . > bY 
wor ke » © ” 4 v4 o 


: ; | © © ISDA 
oy, > SELLS ADT 95; ww - _ 


- —- S—_—— | —_ —_— 
© <> _ IJ = 


wr a5 7: - 
- S 


OOO Ae I © 


p ww Te  _ 
—My 7 4 IGG enonrwn” 
—  —  —— . 
+ 


$4 Ag” TF 
—- 


LO Ter, 


a: Sr Tr pie ee O02 i UE "ome 
% - . wt; doth 


LEED, 


OY. ns. +4 - 
x wy - 
—_— 


id. 4a 


Xo nd ate SALE, 


_ 
- OI 
a > ar nr > 


DAVIDs CHARCE 


262 


heart. The Lord, ſays he, ſearcheth all hearts, ani 
underſlandeth all the imaginations of the though, 
« Though you may put on a garb of ſan&ity to anſyer 
political purpoſes, yet you cannot deceive God, He 
ſees through every diſguiſe, and nothing ſhort of un. 


feigned love and obedience will receive his approba. 


tion.” —It will be proper that what has been noy' 


mentioned generally, be more particularly treated, 
Let me aſk your attention, my young friends, to the 
following things, as being implied in the duty ker 
enjoined, 

FiszsT, That you diligently apply your minds to 
obtain the knowledge of divine truths. There can be 
' no rational and acceptable ſervice of God without a 
knowledge of his nature, perfe&tions and will; of 
what he is in himſelf, and what he requires of us, It is 
of the utmoſt importance that you be inſtructed 1n the 
great principles of natural and revealed religion, in tlic 
earlier part of your lives. While theſe will prevent 
the reeeption of falſe and dangerous principles, they 
will have a happy tendency in regulating your behav: 
our. It will be found that moſt of thoſe who run 1nto 
vicious courſes, are greatly defeQive as to a religious 
education. Whatever promptneſs of parts ſome of 
them may diſcover and high conceit of their own ac* 


compliſhments, they are generally deſtitute of the ver) 
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«iments of divine truths. Had theſe been the ſub- 


As of their ſerious and attentive. conſideration, they 


-01u1d have been more reſtrained from the ways of fin. 


\ 
t is true that ſome are exceedingly vile, after the beft | 
ducation 3 but this, inſtead of weakening, corrobo- bp 
ates the remark, that its influence 1s powerful, Why P 
re they reckenced fo vile, and why do they come un- 
ler ſuch particular obſervation ? Only becauſe they ['- 
in againlt light, and break through barriers deemed ; 
ffectual, They mult firſt have ſevere ſtruggles, and "s 
raſte conſcience by repeated as of iniquity, before i | 
they can enjoy quiet. On the contrary, ignorance , | 
rives ſecurity in wickedneſs. - Zvery one that doth evil ; WA 
bateth the light, neither cometh to the light, leſt his deeds f -j ; 
ſuould be reproved.* | ve { Rp 
es” "BY 
Azz not many of you deſirous of acquiring human. i 
learning? Alas, of what real ſervice will this be, if Y 
Ignorant of God and yourſelves? Unleſs taught of God i 
you cannot be called truly wiſe; the endowments of 4 | 
mind, either natural or acquired, which you poſſeſs, id 
are not likely to be well dire&ed ; they will not ſecure | 
toyou the favor of God and promote your eternal | t 
lappineſs in another world. Remember then, that Fl | 
whule you covet earneſtly the beſt gifts, there is a more iÞ 1 
excellent way, by growing in the: knowledge of our 's ; 


* John ui, 26, j: 


264 DAVIDs CHARGE 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. To this divine wiſdom 


Solomon refers when he ſays, Wiſdom is the principal & 
thing, therefore get wiſdom 3 and with all thy getling g ii 
under/landing.* In order to obtain the knowledge of WM . 

religious truths, ſearch the holy ſcriptures, Trequent C 
the places of inſtruction, converſe with the wiſe and Þ 


Plous, and give yourſelves to ſerious meditation and 


earne{t prayer. Under all the excellent means which 


you enjoyz you will not improve without your own 


attention and care, 


SECONDLY, To your knowledge join practice, 
otherwiſe it will be unavailing ; yea it will bring upon 
you at laſt a more terrible condemnation. | If ge know 
theſe things, happy are ye if ye do them, That ſereau 
which knew his lord's vill, and prepared not himſelf, 
neither did according to his will, ſhall be beaten with many 

firipes—To know God aright implies love and obedi- 
ence. They are conne&ed in this charge of David to 
his ſon, Endeavour then to contemplate the perfeti- 


mgu 


ons of God, in order that you may adore them ; toWy,, 


learn his commandments, in order that you may obey ſh, /; 


them. Be not found in the commiſſion of any known Wy. 

ſin, or in the omiſſion of any known duty. Let the 
| grace of God teach you to deny wngodlineſs and worldly 
lufls, and to live ſoberly, rightcouſly and godly in this 


* P:ov. iv. 7. 


nt ? 
of 
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b 
ſent world, If any of you ſhould imagine, that it is 
ough to know the truths of religion, to be able to 
ſcourſe well upon them, while they have no effec in 
reting your life and converſation, you would be fa- 
ly miſtaken. "The end of all the means of inſtruftion 
, to bring us to act well in our ſeveral lations and re- 
tion, kere, to conform us to the moral image of God, 
id to train us up for the employments and enjoyments 


"another and better ſtate hereafter, 


Tx1sDLY, Beware left your religion be merely fur- 
al and cuſtomary. Serve God with a perfed heart, 
1d with a willing mind; with ſincerity and with cheer- 
neſs, Though 1n our preſent circumilances, modes 
nd forms are neceſſary, yet theſe are ouly the ſhadow 
r1mage of religion, If the ſpirit be wanting, they 
re unacceptable to God. Zring no more vain oblations ; 
cenſe is an abomination unto me; the new-moons and 
ilaths, the calling of afſemblies I cannot away with ; it 
muity, even the ſolemn meeting. Tour new-moons, 
kd your appointed feaſts my ſoul hateth : I am weary to 

r them, * Why doth God declare that he is diſplea- 
with thoſe things which were of his own appoint- 


ent? Was it not becauſe his profeing people mide 


nere form and parade of them, .not attending to 
* Iiah i, x3. 14. 


A a 


> % Kd hes bt ne 


wy” 3 SEES 
-_ _— - Tc * _ 
- 5 GETTIN EET Tan pf 
LI = 
» —_— j a 
PP. 


— OD —— 


a Want 2 ont 
- be 


——— 


| 
; 
/ 
| 
: 
| 


266 DAVIDs CHARGE 


their meaning and intention? Becauſe they hoped thy; 
to recommend themſclves to his favor, though they 
were guilty of heinous immoralities ?—Learn they, my 
young friends, to diltinguiſh between the form aid 
the power of religion. Be afraid of contenting your. 
ſelves with the former, while you negle& the latter, 
Let nothing ſatisfy you ſhort of a real change of heart 
and faith in the merits of the bleſſed Redeemer, 7. 
cept a man be barn again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of 
God. Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſha! 
Le ſaved. Te that believeth not, is condemned already, 
Though it be your duty to attend upon all the means 


of grace, and to uſe endeavours of your own, yet the 


aſliltance of the holy Spirit 1s neceſſary to render theſe 
ſucceſsful. He mult work in you both to will and ty 
#2, if ever you be faved, 


TH1s isa matter of ſuch infinite importance, that 
I wiſh your attention to be fixed upon it, and mult 
again warn you to beware of a mere outward ſhow 1n 
religion. Enjoying the initrution and prayers 0f 
pi ous parents, and living under the privileges of the 
church, there 1s danger of taking up an opinion 


that we are religious, and of performing duties from 


habit or cuſtom only. See that your piety be 


ſcated in the heart. See that you ſerve God willingly. 
Ualels your hearts be changed, and you be united t9 
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*hriſt as the fountain of all grace, the duties of reht- 
ion Will be irkſome, and you will fail at laſt of the 
| Reſt not ſhort of a ſcriptural 
round to hope that you have given yourſelves away 


ivine approbation.. 


o God in an everlaſtirg covenant, and that his ſervice 


; become to you perfe& freedom, 


FouxTHLY, There is implied in knowing God, 
Not only 
hat you feel your dependance upon him for all you 
need, ſubmit to his chaſtiſements, and praiſe him for 
tis mercies, but, that you make public profeſſion of 


hat you acknowledge him in all your ways. 


attachment to his cauſe z that you be not aſhamed of 
religion, but openly and conſtantly avow, that as for 
you, you will ſerve the Lo1d. This 13 often a difficult 
part with thoſe in younger life. They are afraid of 


the charge of ſingularity ; of the reproaches of their 


Be perſuaded 
that it 18 your honor and glory to ferve God. Who 


thoughtleſs and giddy companions. 


are they would hold you in derifion ? They are 157 


norant and wicked. They are dangerous affoci- 


VW ill you 


ſet their favor in competition with the peace of 


ates Break off at once from them. 


your own conſciences and the approbation of al- 
mighty God? Even they will confeſs that you 
have choſen the good part. 'They mui approve 
Jour conduct, however for certain reaſons, they with 


tow to enſnare you. Jf the Lord be God, follow him. 
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He will prote& you. THis favor is more than that of of 
all the world. | app 


the 


Wrtn we conſider the words of the text as ad. oY 
| AB 


dreſſed to one who was to fill a high and important ſta. Fr 


tion, how ſignificant and weighty are they ! How ne. off 


ceſſary that perſons in power and truſt be examples of a 


piety and virtue. Yet alas, it is too often found that You 


thoſe whom Providence hath exalted, a& as though up 


they were aſhamed of, or diſregarded the hand which para 


raiſed them, When this 1s the caſe, the exampte has 


free 


an evil effe& upon the lower ranks of men, and pro- 7 


duces a diſſipation of manners unfavorable to good "28 


rovernment and happineſs. In whatever ſtation you © 


of hi 
redly 


are, my young friends, 2n9w God by a public profeſſion 


of religion, 


THrrxr is one thing under this particular with which 


it were happy, if you could be impreſſed ; and that 13, I 
the neceſſity and importance of attending on the holy Chr; 
ordinance of the ſupper. You have been baptized in Ci 
:nfancy, and by this rite acknowledged as viſible mem- TA 
bers of the church. Your parents did then dedicate "iy 
you to the Lord ; they engaged in your name that confi! 


vou would ferve him. As ſoon as you come to years 


An 
ther 


of underitanding, it is incumbent upon you perſonally 


to renew theſe engagements, What is the language 


lays 
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f your condudt if you do not ? Is it not that you dife 
pprove of what was done ? That you will not have 
he Lord to reign over you ? Do you not caſt your- 
«ves out of the church, and forfeit your right to the 
livine bleſſing ? Lay your conduct in this reſpe& ſeri- 
uſly to heart. Your excuſes are well known, and be 
ured that they are ineffeual for your juſtification. 


You are not urged to approach in a thoughtleſs and 


inprepared manner ; but where does the want of pre- 


paration reſt unleſs with yourſelves ? Though grace is 
free and ſovereign, yet do not your own conſciences 
condemn you for wilful negle& to ſeck it in the uſe of 
means which are not beyond your power ? May God 
teach you that in this way you are living in ignorance 
ofhim, and bring you ſo to know him as to unreſer- 


redly comply with all his commandments. 


Oxcz more, It is neceſſary that you make choice 
of, and adhere to ſome denomination in the church of 
Chrit, What this ſhall be depends on the circumſlan- 
&s in which you are placed, and your own judgment 
3 to the purity in which the ordinances are admini- 
tered. When you fix, a ſtedfaſt adherence is pertectly 
conſiſtent with a charitable diſpoſition towards others, 


An unſettled conduR; or a wandering from one to an0- 


ther will not promote your edification. Anow thou, 
ays David, the God of thy father, which we cannot 1n- 
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terpret as though we were to worſhip preciſely as our MW 
fathers did ; but that we embrace and profeſs the true nc 
religion which may be found under different modes of MW y: 
worſhip. Indeed, it is to be expected that early in. W m 
preſſions in favor of any particular mode will always WM yc 
have a great influence on our choice. What is intended 
here 13, not to recommend bigotry, or a cenſoriouz 
temper towards thoſe who may differ from us, but that 
one denomination be choſen with which we may ftea. 
dily aſſociate, You will not be ſurpriſed if it be ſaid, 
that it is better to belong to any denomination in the fo 
chritian world than to none at all; for though un- 


doubtedly one is to be preferred to another, yet in the 


| th; 

worlt of them, there 18 more probability. of happineſs ! 
ec 
Here, and eternal ſalvation hereafter, than by an open . 
diſayowal of them all. A perſon without any pro- # 
feſion of religion 1s a monſtrous and miſerable crea- E 

ture. As you cannot well make a public acknowledg- 

RE ; ; co 
ment of God without joining a particular ſociety, fo - 


your choice and adherence are neceſſarily implied init, 


Ir cannot be called the reſult of blindneſs and pre- 
Jugice to ſay, that God hath caft your Iot in a land 
where civil and rebgious liberty is fully enjoyed ; and 
in a church where the great dorines of revelation are 
conſtantly explained and inculcated ; ſo that on the 


account of means you need not forſake it, and 1t 1s pre» 
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famed, that by reaſon of your early education you will 
not. Let me beſeech you then, to know the God of 
your fathers, by frequenting the public aſſemblies, and 


maintaining the divine worſhip and ordinances, when 


your fathers are removed hence, I proceed now, 


II. Tolay before you the motives to the perform- 
ance of theſe things. There are two mentioned in the 
text ; firſt, an encouragement, /f thou ſeek him, he will 
te found of thee 5 ſecondly, a threatening, 17 thou for- 
ſake him, he will caft thee off forever. 


| As to the encouragement, though it may be ſaid, 


that while our lives are continued in this world, if we. 


ſeek the Lord he will be ſound of us, yet there 1s 
greater proſpeCt of ſucceſs as to the young than any 
others, Among many reaſons winch might be men- 
tioned, the ſcaſon of youth 1s the fittelt, the moſt ac- 
ceptable to God, the moſt comfortable to yourſelves, 
and 1s the only ſeaſon you may ever enjoy. 


FixsT, Youth 15 the fitteſt ſeaſon. Your nature 19 
then moſt ſoft and pliant. Tt can more readily be bent 
in any way, or moulded in any form. It has not as 
yet contraQted the ftiffneſs of age. Tlabits of ſome 
kind will be formed, and when theſe are bad and of 
long continuance, it is difficult to change them. Car 
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the Ethiopian change his ſkin, or the leopard his ſpots 9 
then may ye alſo do good, that are accuſlomed ta do ewil,* 
It is of the utmoſt importance then, that you early 
learn to ſubdue your lults, moderate your paſſions, and 
ſubmit to the diſcipline of religion. 'The firit ſeeds 
which are ſown are molt likely to take root and flou. 
riſh. If good ſeeds are not ſown, noxious weeds will 


ſpring up and exclude the others, 


You are alſo, at this age, free from thoſe cares and 
perplexities which diſturb riper years. You are more 
lively and vigorous ; more able to encounter with diffi- 
culties ; more full of hope as to ſucceſs in your endea- 
vours, which is a great ſpur to ation. None of you 
will underſtand by what 1s ſaid on this, that you can 
be faſhioned to religion without ſupernatural grace. 
You were /hapen in iniquity, and you mult be born again ; 
but ſurely, the dominion of fin ſtrengthens by habit, 
and we become leſs able and leſs inclined to leave it. 
Is there not hope that early impreſſions of religion 
will be moſt efficacious and laſting ? Nothing is too 
hard for almighty power, but who promiſe belt? 
Thoſe who begin with attending to the duties of reli- 
gion, or thoſe who run in the ways of wickedneſs ? The 
former moſt certainly, 'They are moſt likely to bc 
religious and happy. 

® Jer, Xl, 23, 
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| 

Acain, To know Gol in the days of your youth is if 
he moſt acceptable to him. 'The firſt of your lives is | it } 
the belt; to this God claims a right ; and we have iy 
eaſon to think that this part he moſt approves. There | i | 
s ſomething exceedingly engaging in early piety. | 2 | 
Mankind admire and applaud ; and ii there be joy in 1 


heaven at the converſion of a ſinner, may we not cone» 


dude that the young believer is an intereſting ſpeQa- 


pert 
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to many 3 encountering difficulties with reſolution and j 
perſeverance, is worthy of high approbation. Tt 1s i i 
true that none merit any thing from God ; that after | k L 

they have done all they are unprofitable ſervants ; but FY | 

it may be ſafely aſſerted notwithſtanding, that they l. j 
who ſeek the Lord while young, are moſt acceptable AR \ 
to him and moſt likely to obtain his favor. IHath he . | i 
not enjoined this very thing ? Hath he not forbidden i J 
adelay? And 1s not obedience more pleaſing to him * i 
than diſobedience ? Is it not highly diſengenuous, af- ; | { 

terrefuſing God the firſt and belt of our lives, to offer ll ij 
kim the dregs ? Have we not reaſon to believe that he | j pl 
will reſent this ? To fear that he will not then, accept nt | 
of us ? ; 1 


Acari, Larly religion will be moſt comfortable to 


fourſelves, 1t will prevent you from entering upon 
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the paths of ſin and miſery. Admitting that aftcr 


courſe of iniquity, you ſhould be reclaimed to the fer. 
vice of God, your repentance muſt be bitter. The 
reflection upon your paſt fins, the diſhonor you have 
done to God, and the injury to yourſclves and others, 
muſt give you many painful moments. Though God 
ſhould forgive you, yet you never will be able to for. 
give yourſelves; nor to enjoy that peace and ſerenity 
of ſoul which an attention betimes, and an uniform 


courſe of obedience would enſure. 


PARTICULARLY, this is the beſt proviſion you can 
make for times of affliction, for old age, and for the 
trying hour of death. To be able to look back at 


the cloſe of life and ſee it ſpent in honoring God and 


promoting the welfare of men, muſt give unſpeakable 


fatisfa&tion. All indeed will have reaſon to Jament 


that their talents had not been improved better ; but 
where they have wholly run to waſte, or been employed 
to bad purpoſes, ſhame, confuſion, and remorſe mult 
be the conſequence. Who can deſcribe the pitiable 


condition of that man who, engaging in the ways of lin, 


| has negleQed the means of grace, deſpiſed admonitions 


and reproofs, and is arrived at old age ! What ſmall 
hopes remain that his peace will then be made witl 
God ! The evil days are come, and the years are dra<vn 


nigh, when he ſays, { have no pleaſure in them. When 


he 
the 


| con! 


taat 
in t] 


of h 


\ing 
YOu! 
4 


wait 
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rule 
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ever 
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but | 
him 
reca] 
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with 
exec 


you 


» ſtands moſt in need of comſort, he 1s deſtitute. 'To 
\c natural evils of this time of life, are added ſtings of 
anſcience for what is paſt, and afligng fears as to 
Hat eternity upon which he mult ſoon enter. Nothing 


1 this world or the other affords him one cheering ray 


fhope. On the contrary, how happy they, who ha- 


ing remembered their Creator in the days of their 
routh, ſupport old age with checrſulneſs and dignity, 


rait with calmnels and reſignation for their releaſe from 


! diſeaſes and infirmities, anticipate an entrance into | 


eccclaſting reſt, and the time when their bodies ſhall be 
raled ſpiritual and tmmortal, faſhioned hke to the 
glorious body of Chritt ! 


Is the laſt place, Youth is the only ſeaſon you may 
ever enjoy. Your hves are very uncertain, You may 
never ſee manhood, much leſs paſs into old age. Is 
not this a powerful reaſon why you ſhould ſeek the 
Lord now? At preſent you enjoy the opportunity, 
but how long it will be continued, is only known to 
him who hath made and placed you here. He may 
recall you ſoon, Even now, while you are dreaming 
of long life and looking forward through many years 
with conſcious rapture, the decree may be ordered into 
execution, Return, ye children of men. Why then will 
you flatter yourſelves ? Why delay to ſeize the preſent 


opportunity ? You may -never enjoy another z and if 
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you ſhould, you have ſeen that the time of youth is cf 3 
all others the fitteſt, the moſt acceptable to God, and 


the moſt comfortable to yourſelves, S 
 AnoTHER motive to cxcite you 1s the threatening bo 
+ mentioned in the text ; If thou forſake him, he will ca A | 
v thee of forever. On this, time will not allow me ty 3 
; dwell. If you refuſe to acknowledge God he will caſt EC 
. you off, notwithſtanding the jnftruRions and prayers lf 
/ of pious parents ; notwithſtanding all the privileges C 
you may have enjoyed. He will caſt you off, and MW 
that for ever. Tow terrible are theſe words ! Decau/e 6 


1 have called, and ye refuſed, I have firetched out my 


ule 
hand, and no man regarded. Put ye have ſet at nought i 
all my Foznfel, and would non: of my reproof ; I ally will eſpe: 
laugh at your? calamity ; 1 will mock when your fear WW. : « 


cometh : IWhen your fear cometh as deſolation, and your WMkc:1c 
deflru&ion cometh as a whirlwind ; evhen diflreſs and an« 

guiſh cometh upon you. Then ſhall they call upon me, but M 
1 will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall V1 yr 


not find me : For that they hated knowledge, and did not our 


chooſe the fear of the Lord. They would none of my coun” W' Ge 
fel; they deſpiſed all my reproof. Therefore ſhall ty ſap] 
eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled avith tir Wc 


. * , 
OWN devices. | iſ: 


Br perſuaded, my young friends, by theſe conſidera- 


ns to begin the work of religion. You have, at 


nes, impreſſions made upon your hearts, and you form 


ſolutions 3 but the former are weakened, and the. 


ter are broken, by the force of thoſe temptations 
hich ſurround you. When this is repeatedly the 
iſe, there is danger that your conſciences will become 
{5 tender, fin aſſume a leſs frightful aſpe&, and you 
:emboldened to venture on its ways, Cheriſh, there- 
we, thoſe tender emotions of ſoul, and hearken to 
he voice of conſcience within you. 'They are the call 
f God, and ſpeak the ſame language with the text. 
Uuleſs you live to God, you live to no purpoſe, and 


rorſe than none. Only religion can make you truly 


cpeQable here, and eternally happy hereafter. This 


s infinitely better than riches, honors, and all that this 


world can afford; 


My young hearers, you are the hope of the church, 
Va you the eyes of your miniſters, your parents, and 
our chriitian friends are placed, to ſupport the cauſe 


God when they are removed hence. Shall we be 


llappointed ? Will you give us nog encouraging tokens 
efore we leave you? Let each of you now paint to 
unſelf the ſcene of a pious parcat on his death-bed, 
8 children gathered around him, receiving his laik 
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children, it is the will of God that I leave you ; be not 
caſt down, but reſigned. What little of earthly things 
I poſſeſſed, and for which I labored principally on your 
account, I have divided among you. My great con. 
cern has been, not that you ſhould be rich and honor. 
able, but that you might have the favor of God i 
Chriſt, I have inſtructed you and prayed for you. [ 
have recommended religion to you by precept and ex- 
ample ; and wiſh to impreſs you now with its awful 
importance in my lateſt moments. Anow the God if 


your father, and ſerve him with a perfed heart, aud with 


a willing mind, Though lefs than the leaſt of all lus 


mercies, he hath diſ.tnguſhed me by his grace ; he J 
hath guided me through life, and will now receive me wy 
to glory. From long and happy experience, I recom- B 
mend him to your choice.—O ſhould you forfake this A 
God, how many witneſſes will rife up 1n judgment oe 
againſt you, The counſels, the admonitions and the fall 
reproofs will aggravate your condemnation. Ti... 
dwelling-houſe where we bowed the knee together, the bop 
church to which we reſorted, and every thing which ,,..: 
calls you to my remembrance, will reproach you, "M him 
you live ungodly. Bear with the earneſtneſs of a fag 17, 
ther who loves you, and muſt ſee you no more, Hearseiſ of r 
to his laſt words, and may they be engraven on youll m ; 
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kearts; Fear God and keep his commandments.” 


Surely, my young friends, your hearts are too tender | 


to be unaffeted with a ſcene like this. It has been 
introduced to your view, that while your parents yet 
Ive, you may afford them hope concerning you ; or, 
i they be already dead, that you may recolle& what 
paſſed in your minds and the feelings you had, fo as to 
excite you to a careful attention to the duties of reli- 
gion. May God, by his grace, qualify you to ſerve 
him better in your generation than your fathers have 
done ; to outſtrip them in Knowledge, in zeal, and in 


every good work. 


WHILE this ſubje& 1s addreſſed more eſpecially to 
the young, it ſpeaks in a very alarming manner to you, 
my brethren, who have let the ſeaſon of youth paſs un- 
improved, are arrived at middle, it may be, at old ave, 
and have no well grounded hope of an :ntereſt in the 
daviour. Ought not you to make ſpeed ? To care- 
fully improve what remains of life ? Through the for- 
bearance of God, you are yet ſpared. "There is yet 


hope concerning you, if you will, at length, turn unto 


tie Lord, Repent that you have ſo long forgotten 


him, and forget him no more. Tt 1s the eleventh hour. 


Woy fland ye all the day idle ® Begin, begin the work 


df religion before it be too late. The night cometh, when 


mW man can work, 
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To conclude, This ſubje& ought to excite the thank. 
fulneſs of thoſe of us who were brought to know God 
in the days of our youth, Of whom was it that your 
parents were pious z that you had early inſtruction in 
the truth ; and that your hearts were inclined to em- 
brace it ? Of whom that your vicious inclinations were 
reſtrained and ſubdued ; that you have been kept from 
groſs ſins, and delivered from the ſnares in which 
others have been taken ? Was 1t not of God ? Praiſe 
him ! Praiſe him ! You have been diftinguiſhed above 
others, and you ought to be diſtinguiſhed by bringing 
forth much fruit unto God. Let all who have known 
his love 1n Chriſt, be exhorted to diligence and zeal in 
his ſervice. Recommend religion by the exemplarine(s 
of your walk. Show youth by your conduRt, that reli- 
g10r 1s not that gloomy thing they are apt to ſuppoſe 
it ; but, that their chief happineſs, as well as ther 
duty, conſiſts in &nowing God, and ſerving him with a 
perfe# heart, and with a willing mind. 
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HEZEKIAH's SICKNESS AND RECOVERY. 


Preached near the cloſe of the year. * 


- 
— 


ISAIAH XXXVY111. 7. 8. 


Ard this ſpall be a $16N unto thee from the LorD, that the Lord 
will do this thing chat he hath ſpoken. Behold 7 will bring again 
the ſhadow of the degrees, which is gone down in the ſun-dial of 
Abaz, ten degrees backward. So the ſun returned TEN DEGREES, 
by which degrees it was gone down, 


HESE words are the record of a miracle 


wrought for the confirmation. of the faith of 
HrzextAan king of Judah, They are choſen as the 


* On this day, being the 26th of December, T790, died the 
Rey, Dr, Ei.arDus WESTERLOo in the 53d year of his age; a 
man highly and juſtly eſteemed, In the papers which announ- 
cd his death was given the following charaQter : © This gens 
"tleman was called by the Reformed Dutch Church of Albany, 
" from Holland, -and during the ſpace of 30 years, has been 
+ liſtinguiſhed as an able, zealous, and ſucceſsful miniſter of the 
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foundation of ſome refle&ions, at all times profitable, 
but to which we are more naturally led, at this ſeaſon 


of the year, 


LerT us, firſt, attend briefly to the preceding hiſto. 
ry which will teach us the occaſion of the miracle ; and 
then, to the difficulties which occur, with the various 


opinions of interpreters, 


THe hiſtory as related in the twentieth chapter of 
the ſecond book of Kings, and more minutely here, 
is this. About the time that Sennacherib king of 
Afſſyria invaded Judea, Hezekiah was taken with a 


&* Lord Jeſus Chriſt. —In few men did greater and more amiable 
« qualities unite, He poſſeſſed an excellent underſtanding, ſo- 
« lid learning, and fervent piety. As he experienced the power 
« of truth upon his own ſoul, ſo his life was an evidence that 


& he loved the Saviour, whom he ſerved and preachcd to others. | 


* A meek and benevolent diſpoſition recommended him to all 
* his acquaintances; and his widow and children, his numerous 


* friends, a large congregation, and all the churches with which |} 
© he was connected, bewail in his death, the loſs of a great and 


« good man,” 


Though the author, in chooſing this ſubject, had no particu- 
Jar reference to Dr. Weſterlo, yet, having heard of his danget- 
ous illneſs, and prayers being this day offered up for his recovery, 


he could not help remarking, in the time of delivery, and alter, 
how ſuitable the ſubje& was to the occaſion. Had he beer :n- 
formed of his death, he could not have refrained then to nave 


Jeplored the loſs. God, who ſpared Hezekiah, was pleaſed, in 
the exerciſe ofthe ſame wiſdom and ſovereignty, to remove the 
other, 


re} 


Co 


the 


Ws 
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very dangerous ſickneſs, The prophet Iſaiah was ſent 


to him with this ſolemn and alarming meſſage : Thus 
faith the Lord, Set thine houſe in order ; for thou ſhalt 
die and not live, * "This declaration, like ſome others, 
1snot to be underſtood in the moſt abſolute ſenſe ; but 
ſignified that his ſickneſs was beyond the reach of hu- 


man art to heal, and would, according to the courſe 


of nature, prove mortal. Of the ſame kind was this . 
declaration of Jonah, Yet forty days and Nineveh hall 


be overthrown ; and yet God ſpared this city upon its 
repentance : ſo in the caſe before us, he was pleaſed 
to reſtore Hezekiah upon his deep humiliation and ear- 
neſt prayer.— We are informed that Hezekiah was ex- 
cccdingly affected, and that he wept ſore, Death was 


unexpected and grievous to him. 


IT may well be inquired, why Hezekiah was ſo 
much concerned at the proſpe& of death, ſeeing he 
was a good king, had been zealous in reforming the a- 
buſes of former reigns, in eſtabliſhing the worſhip of the 
true God, and has this teſtimony, that he dd that which 
was right in the ſight of the Lord, according to all that 


' David his father did.F This is not to be aſcribed en- 


tirely to that love of life which is natural to us ; for, 
though there is interwoven in our very frame a fear of 


* Verſe I, + 2 Kings xVIil, 3. 
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death, and a defire to prolong our exiſtence ; yet good 
men have often died not only with compoſure, but tri. 
umph. Indeed, where there is no ſettled hope of well. 
being hereafter, the thoughts of death mult be terrible, 
There were, however, beſide the infirmity of human 
nature, ſeveral reaſons why Hezekiah might defire the 


continuance of his life. 


LtxnGTH of days was promiſed as a reward of obedi- 
ence; and Hezekiah would bc apt to look upon fo ſud. 
den and premature a death, as an evidence of the di- 
vine diſpleaſure. He was as yet in the prime and vigor 
of his life. Accordingly we find him pleading thus 
Remember now, O Lord, I beſeech thee, how T have walk- 
ed before thee in truth, and with a perfe heart, and have 
done that which is good in thy fight : * by which we are 
not to underſtand, that he boaſted of his works, or 
pled them as meritorious ; but that he beſought God 
to confer the reward he had graciouſly promiſed ts 
thoſe who walked in his ſtatutes ; that he would afford 
this token of his approbation. 


| We are to conſider likewiſe the great danger to 
which the kingdom, at this junQure, was expoſed by 
the powerful invaſion of the Aſſyrian army. In ſuck 


circumſtances, Hezekiah would view his own deaths 
F Verſe Ef 
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as a great and public loſs. This would afMi& him the 


more, as at this time he had no ſon to ſncceed to the 
throne. How ftrange and mournful muſt this diſpen- 
ſation have appeared to him, when in himſelf the royal 
family of David was about to become extin&, and all 
hopes of the Meſſiah being born of his race, vain ! In 
this light then, in aſking for life, he only pled the 
promiſe which David and Solomon had pled before 
lum, That there ſhould not fail a man to fit on the throne 
of Iſrael,* In ſhort, when theſe things are conſidered, 
' we may account for the concern of Hezekiah, and ſee 
| that he might defire life from the purcit motives ; not 
ſo much for his own ſake, as for the glory of Ged in 
the world. 


His earneſt entreaty was heard, and Iſaiah was ſent 


to inform him that he ſhould recover from his preſent | 


dforder ; that his cure ſhould be ſo ſudden and com- 
plete, as to enable him, on the third day, to go up unto 
the houſe of the Lord ; that fifteen years ſhould be 
added to his life ; and that he ſhould be debvered out 
of the hand of the king of Aſſyria, By the direQion 
of Iſaiah, a plaiſter of figs was applied to his boil, and 
he recovered. What his particular diſorder was, is no 
more than conjeQured from its being called a boi/, and 
lrom the remedy uſed, The original word ſignifies an 


* 1 Kings viii. 25, 
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inflammation ; and figs are ſaid to have a ſoftening and 
ripening tendency. It might have been an impoſthume, 
quinſy, or plague-ſore. Whatever fitneſs there was 
in the means uſed, the cure was evidently miraculous 
and we are taught here, that we ought not too readily 
to deſpair of life, but uſe all proper remedies, depend. 
ing upon God for ſucceſs. Miracles, indeed, we may 
not expect ; but it becomes us to acknowledge an over- 


_ ruling Providence in all our concerns. 


HezEx1AH, in order thathisfſaith might be ſtrength- 
ened in the promiſed deliverance, piouſly requelted 
Iſaiah for a ſign from the Lord, which was granted. 
What this was, we read in the text. Let us now at- 
tend to the difficulties which occur, with the various 


opinions of interpreters. 


Tx firſt difficulty is with reſpe& to the ſun-Cial of 
Ahaz. There 1s no mention in ſcripture of any ſuch 
inſtrument to meaſure time, as a dial, before the reign 
of this king ; and it is not certain that the Jews, be- 
fore the Babyloniſh captivity, divided their day into 
hours. The firſt place, in the Old Teſtament, where 
we meet with the word hour, is in the book of Daricl. 
It is not eaſy to determine who were the firlt inven- 
tors of inſtruments to meaſure time in this manner. 


The Egyptians pretend that ſuch machines were uſed 
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among them, long before they appeared in other na- 
tions. The Greeks confeſs that Anaximander firlt dt- 
vided the time by hours, introduced ſun-dials among 
- them, and that he brought this invention from Chal- 
dea ; but Anaximander flouriſhed about two hundred 
ycars later than the days of Ahaz. Hence ſome ve-« 
ry conſiderable writers ſuppoſe that the invention of 
ſun-dials was much later than this period, and they give 


the paiſage a different tranſlation. It is obſerved, 


that the word rendered degrees, ſignifies eps, or ſtairs ; 


and it has been alledged, that this meaſurer of time, 
* was nothing but a flight of ſtairs leading up to the 
gate of the palace z and according to the projection of 
the ſun, marked at proper diſtances with figures de- 
noting the diviſions of the day ; and not any regular 


piece of dial-work.”? 


NoTw1THSTANDING this apparent difficulty as to 
the place and time of the firſt invention, no reaſonable 
objeCtion can lie againſt the truth of this hiſtory. In 
Chaldea, aftronomy is known to have been early ftu- 
died; and as an intimacy ſubſiſted between Tiglath- 
Pileſer king of Afſyria, and Ahaz king of Judah, it 
15 not improbable that Ahaz had the model of a dial 
from thence, and had one erected in his own palace. 


Of what form it was, and in what manner graduated, 
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is little to the purpoſe. Inventions of this kind are 
not, all at once, the moſt convemient and perfeQ, 
Some contend, from the ſignification of the original 
word, that it was not horizontal, as dials now com. 
monly are, but hemiſpherical and concave. Of what. 
ever form *it was, it meaſured time by a ſhadow call 


upon it, 


Tay next difficulty 1s with reſpe&t to the miracle 
itſelf, Did it conſiſt only in the receſs of the ſhadow; 
or did the body of the ſun recede in the heavens ? On 
this there is a diverſity of opinion. Lt is of no conſe- 
quence in treating; of this, whether we uſe the com- 
mon language, or ſpeak according to the preſent re- 


ccived philoſophy ; becauſe whether we ſuppoſe the 


ſun to turn round the earth, or the earth to turn round 


the ſun, the apparent effects are the ſame. 


Tae ancients, both Jews and Chriſtians, becauſe it 
1s here ſaid, that he ſun returned ten degrees, were of 
opinion, that the miracle was wrought not upon the 
ſhadow, but upon the body of the ſun ; or, that © the 
ſun and all the heavenly bodies went back, aad as 


much was detraed from the next night, as was added 
to this day.” 
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SomEr reſpeQable names have maintained, on the 
ontrary, that the miracle was occaſioned only by a 
ceſs of the ſhadow, while the ſun proceeded in its or- 
linary conrſe. In ſupport of this, they ſay, that in 
the book of Kings, mention 1s made only of the ſha- 


law's zoing back ; and though in Ifaiah the Cun :8 ſaid 


to return, yet, that to put the ſun for its beams, 1s a 


common mode of ſpeech in all languages. They urge 
io, that on, the ſuppoſition that the receſs, and ad- 
rrce of the ſun was gradual, great inconvemencies 
wt have ariſen to mankind ; for, 1f every degree 
vere an hour, then the ſun in returning, and again ad- 
rncing, would have made that day twenty hours 
lnger than uſual, and thus would have ſcorched the in- 
iabitants of ſome parts of the earth, wiule others 
would have been frozen by ſo long an abſence of the 


'm. On the other hand, if the receſs and advance 


of the ſun be ſuppoſes to have been inſtantaneous, they 
lay, that tuis would have been ſeen and felt all over the 
world, been obſerved by atronomers, and recorded by 
uftorians, They urge farther, that as the deſign of 
we miracle was not to lengthen the day, 2s in the caſe 
& Joſhua, there was no neceffity for fuch a change in 
tle motions of the heavenly bodics, when the delign 
wuld be anſwered as well by a change of the {un's rays 


(EC 


- = 
- — . | gr—_ 
_ MOT 9 
o - *, Im 


_ — 
a Mtn ES 
IT . 


—_— — — — 
ES awrf.a3 a 
ds nin Ger ne: on ee EINE. uns 


200 HEZEKIAH's SICKNES: 


on the dial, This is the ſubſtance of their reafonir 


© 
&? 


which though plauſible, is not concluſive, 


Wr: are expreſsly told, that the ſun returned 71 7. 
grees, ard why ſhould not this be underſtood ſtriftly, 
az wel! asthat the ſun//cod fill, in the days of Joſhu? 
| That each of theſe degrees was an hour, is not ſad; 
nor, whether the change was gradual, or inftantancovs, 
That we do not find it recorded by hiſtorians, is no zr- 
gument that it was not obſerved ; for the-reccris of 
thoſe early days are not come down to us. We hare, 
at lealt, an intimation that it was obſcrved at Babr- 
lon ; for, after Hezekiah's recovery, we are iaformel 
of the king {ending ambaſſadors to congratulate him, 
and t9 enquire of the wonder that wvas done in the land.” 
To what is tis wonder ſo likely to refer, as to ſome 
aitoniſhing change obſerved in the heavens ? "The Clu 
dean altrologers accurately fudied the motions of tlic 
celeſtial bodics 3 and it 1s probable, that tlus retro- 
-reſſion of the ſun would engage their attention, wh: 
they found themſelves unable to account for it, 2 
the ſun was one of their deities, we may lee, likewilt, 
the wiſdom of God in this miracle. While 1t wi 
i;-n to Hezekiah, it proclaimed to theſe idolatrous 1%: 
tions, the power and glory of Him who mad: the fu, 


and to whom all worſhip is due, Had Iezetian 


s 


2 Chron, xX*Xit. 3I, 
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proved this diſpenſation, by directing the attention of 
the Babyloniſh ambaſſadors to this, inſtead of ſhowing 
them his great treaſures, he would have performed an 


acceptable ſervice, and avoided the diſpleaſure of God. 


Uzox the whole, though we are not to look for a 
miracle, where there 1s none ; and though God doth 
not work any unneceſſarily ; yet there is nothing here 
too great for our faith. Was 1t impoſſible ? Who ſhall 
limit the Creator of the ends of the earth ? Was not the 
return of the ſun as caſy, as that of the ſhadow, to an 
omnipotent hand ? Can a human artificer move and 
gude his machine as he will, and cannot the almigh- 
ty Archite&t move and guide the fabric of the unt- 
rerſe ? Cannot he who faſhioned the glorious lamina- 
nes of hcaven 3 who continually impels and guides 
them through the vaſt expanſe ; cannot he arreſt them 
in their courſe, or change their revolutions, without 
confuſion in the ſyſtem, or injury to the creatures he 
lath made ? Surely, no one who acknowledges an in- 


lately wiſe and powerful Being, will deny this. 


Trost who contend that the change was ouly in the 


ſhadow, fill admit a miracle ; and indeed, which ever 


ide we take, it amounts in the end to the ſame. The 
:7n was from God, and afforded to Hezekiah full aſ- 


lurance of what was promiſed. Obſ:rving, it may be, 
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from the window of his chamber, the ſhadow recede on 


the dial, he confidently believed his recovery, and hi; 
deliverance from the meditated invaſion of the king of 
Alſſyria, He who turned the ſun from his courſe, 
could remove the molt inveterate diſeaſe ; he, on whom 
creation reſts, could eafily fruſtrate all the deſigns of 


men, 


T pRocteD now to what was mainly intended ; to 
make ſome ſerious and uſeful refletions. It was ne- 
ceſſary, 1n conſidering this paſſage of ſcripture, to in- 
troduce the things you have heard ; and let us now cn- 


deavour to draw from them leſſons for our own 1inl{truc- 


_ tion. 


FixsT, We ought to live in continual expeQation 
of death, and preparation for it. No time of life, and 
no ſtrength of conſtitution is ſecure againft its attacks, 
Hezekiah had arrived at little more than the meridian 
of human life, and was in the midſt of his uſcfulnch, 
when ſeized with a mortal diſeaſe. But why do we 
point to him, when we ſee daily witneſſes of this truth: 
« Tis but a few whoſe days amount to three-ſcore 


« years and ten.” Much the greater part die þcioir 


they have attained to half of that age, 
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By realizing death, and bringing it near to us, it 
will appear leſs terrible when it actually comes. But, 
when ſeldom in our thoughts ; when we are deeply im- 
merſed in the cares and pleaſures of this world, the meſ- 
ſage, Set thine houſe in order 3 for thou ſhalt die and not 
live, muſt ſtrike terror to our hearts. Hardly any ſitu- 
ation can be conceived more pittable than his, whom 
death unexpectedly overtakes loaded with guilt. 1f 
it be alarming to even the beit, what horrors mull 
overwhelm ſuch an one ! If the good king turned his face 
toward the avall and wept ſore, what confuſion and dif- 
may, may we ſuppoſe will attend him, whom deat 
ſurpriſes in riot and profanity ; him, whoſe exaltation 
1s abuſed by the indulgence of unlawful pleaſures, and 
who is chargeable with blood-guiltineſs by the oppreſ- 
10n and murder of his ſubje&s !—But whatever are our 
circumſtances 1n life, it is our wiſdom and duty to con- 
iider our latter end ; to prepare for that ſolemn and in- 
cvitable hour, by making our peace with God through 


a Mediator, and by obeying all his commandments. 


SECONDLY, 'The length of our lives 1s determined 
by God. "There is an appointed time beyond which we 
cannot paſs, and until which we are fafe from every 
mortal accident and diſeaſe. Though this truth ought 
not to encourage the neglect of ourſelves, or caute us 
to rah upon danger, for the means and the end a 
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connected, yet it ought to keep us from anxious and 
diſtreſſing fears. By theſe we cannot prolong our 


lives, but we may render them uncomfortable. Though, 


 Hezekiah was dangerouſly ill, and had ſolemn warn. 


ing from the Lord, yet he lived fifteen years after this, 
ouch, from the beginning, was the council of God; but 
he was pleaſed for wiſe purpoſes to threaten him with 
death. To Hezekiah was afterward known, the pre. 
ciſe limit ; but as to us, it is wholly concealed. Some, 
indeed, are for ever propheſying as to this event; 
hearing noiſes, feeling impreſſions, dreaming dreams, 
and ſeeing viſions ; thus, vainly tormenting themſclvc; 
and others by anticipation. "That God can reveal to 
perſons the time of their death, and that he hath done 
it in other inſtances, as well as the one before us 
1s certain ;z but, it may be afſerted that ſome impor- 
tant end is always to be anſwered by it ; and that when 
he does it, the perſon is not left to mere conjecture, 
In general, however, we know neither the day nor the 
hour, that ſo it may be always preſent with us; that 
ſo our houſes may be kept in order, and we prepare 


to dic. 


 TarispLy, Are there not ſome of us, my brethren, 
whom God hath ſnatched from the very mouth of t10 
grave ? Whoſe lives have been deſpaired of, and yc: 


"iy Ik 
God, in his abundant mercy, hath reſtored to healii.: 
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| In fo large an aſſembly, ſume ſuch, probably, are to 
be found, whoſe preſervation, though the ſun turned 
not back, ſeemed almoſt miraculous to themſelves and 
others, It becomes ſuch ſeriouſly to inquire, what 
improvement they have made of life ſince ? What re- 
 quital to God for his ſparing goodneſs ? It is remark- 
cd of Hezckiah that he rendered not again according t9 
the benefit done unto him ; for his heart was lifted up,* 
 Hewent up on the third day to the houſe of the Lord, 
to return thanks, and his ſong of praiſe 1s recorded in 
this chapter ; but, when the mercy was no longer freſh, 
he forgot the obligations he owed. Alas, this 1s too 
commonly the caſe with many. How has it been with 
you ? ITave you broken off your iniquities ? Have you 
performed your reſolutions ? Or, have you returned to 
your former ways, and are, perhaps, more ſecure and 
thoughtleſs than ever? Beware of unfanctified afilic- 
tions. He that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, 
ſhall ſuddenly be deflroyed, and that without remedy+Þ. 
Remember that you are reſpited, not pardoned ; it 
may be for fifteen years; and it may be for a much 
leſs period, Remember that death will inevitably come 
at laſt; and if, inſtead of repentance, you have added 
to the number of your ſins ; if you have thus deſpiſed 
the goodneſs, and forbearance, and long ſuffering of God, 


you will have treaſured up unto yourſelves wrath 
* 2 Chron, xxxil. 25, + Prov, XxX. Is 
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againſt the day of wwrath and revelaiion of the richteq 
guagment of God. 


Nor only do ſinners harden themſelves under the 
chaſtenings of the Lord, but there 1s danger that ſaints 
d not 1mprove them as they ought ; and though thee 
ſhall not finally periſh ; yet, by their forgetfulneſ, 
they diſhonor God and bring upon themſelves other 
aflitions from his hand. Let me beſeech all then, 
of whatever charaGter, to render again according 19 !he 
benefit tone unto them ; to devote themſelves to the ſcr- 
vice of that God who hath made them, reſtored them 
from ſickneſs, preſerv2d them in many dangers, and 
to whom, at laſt, they muſt account for all ther ac- 


tions. 


FourTHLyY, We are come, my brethren, near t9 


the cloſe of another year. Thus circumſtance led me 


to the choice of this ſubje&, and produced the preſent 


train of refleftions. 'The ſun will ſoon have ſiniſhed 
another revolution, never to meaſure back the ſpace. 
The time we have lived is gone as to us ; as much fo, 
as the years before the flood. Whatever we have been 
doing, we have been borne ſteadily and irceſiltiviy 
along.—How many years have we lived ! Fifteen ! 
'Twice fifteen ? Have not ſome of us ſeen four times 


1 nom” 659 
this number, and more? 'Fo allude to the Lgure 0: 8 
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dial ; while the ſhadow ſhows that it is morning with 
ſome, noon with others ; does not, to a third claſs the 


ſhadow lengthen, and the evening faſt approach ? Muſt 
they not ſoon, very ſoon, be inveloped in thick dark- 


neſs ? What changes will fifteen?years make in the cir- 
cle of our acquaintance ? What changes in the face of 
this aſſembly ? Nay, who 1s there among us will ven- 
ture tO claim ſo long a time ; or ſay, that even a day, 
or an hour, 1s his own ?—Periſhing creatures, on the 
verge of another year, and, it may be, on the verge of 
eternity, will you admit the folemn refle&tion into your 
breaſts? Will you be adviſed to ſecure an intereſt in 
the Saviour, that ſo you may live im glory hereafter ? 
Life and immortality are brought to light through the goſpel 
of Chriſt. 1t reveals a better country, that is an heaven- 
ly. Behold, now is the accepted time ; behold, now tis the 
day of ſalvation. 'Turn while you may. Come to the 
blood of Chriſt for cleanſing from your fins ; and ſfeck 
his purifying grace to prepare you to live and reign 


with him when time ſhall be no longer. 


FixALLy, let thoſe whoſe hopes are truly fixed on 
the mercy of God in Chriſt, ſeek, by a patient continu- 
ance in well doing, for glory, and f TO and immortality. 
Through the merits of your exalted Redeemer, death is 


your friend ; the grave is a bed of reſt. 7! is appoint- 
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ed unto all men once to die ; but you will riſe again, God 
hath prepared a city where Hezekiah, and all the rc. 
deemed ſhall dwell. The city hath no need of ihe ſur, 
neither of the moon to ſhine in it ; for the glory of God dt!) 
lighten ut, and the Lamb tis the light thereof. There 1s ng 
meaſurement of time as upon earth, but one bright 


and eternal day, 
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Then the Ling aroſe very early in the nerning, and went in haſ!e unis 
the den of lions. 


We n_— 


2, I» abirgeip ——— _— 
6 pz. > 


Ant when he came ta the den, he cri:d with a lamintable woice unto 
Daniel, and the Ling fpale and ſaid ia Daniel, O DANIEL ſervant 
of the living GoD, is thy Got, whom thou ſerveſt continually, avie 


to ns! iter thee from the lions ? 


Then fail Daniel unto the tiny, O king, live forcver, 


x Ee tant 4 


— -— Sr 


ir Gop hath ſent bis ange! and hath fbut the lions mouths that they 


bave nit hurt me : Forofmuch as before ULM innocency was found in 


— — — LEES 
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— 


—_— 
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m2 end alſy lefere TUEE, Q tinx, have T done no hurt. 


HERE are ſome paſſages of ſcripture, which we 


read in early life, and which make ſo deep an 


. 
. "A 
- 2 —— TI TORI 3”: one vx. cM 
”- [—_— = 


impreſſion, as never after to -be effaced from our re- 


membrance. Who is not acquainted with the ſtory of ": 
Joſeph and his brethren ? With the combat of David | 
and Coliah ? With Samſon and the foxes ? And witty 
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the circumſtance of Damel being thrown into the lions 
den? This is an argument of the atility of hiſtory, and 
of the wiſdom of God 1n uſing this method of com. 


municating inſtruction, 


n 

Bur, though the fats which are related engiz: h 

our attention, and are imprinted on the memory, we. P 

do not always, at the time, attend to the leſſons whici 4 

they teach. Thus 1s the work of maturer vears, of 3 

greater diſcernment and reflection. C 

| | ſ 
[i To prepare the way for ſome improvement of tlie at 


paſſage before us, it will be neceilary to take a ſlur ul 


view of the principal actors in the ſcene. of 


Tat prophet Daxitrt, was deſcended from the f- 
mily of David. In the reign of Jchoiakim, king 
Judah, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, having iu- k 
velted Jeruſalem, took it, and carried Daniel when W 
was yet young, with other captives, into Babylon. el 


and three of his companions were ſele&ed by directiou 


os Wee ee, ve oro eg en —_—_— — 
A <L E: 


of Nebuchadnezzar, were inſtructed in the language 


and learning of Chaldea, in order that they might be it 
qualified to ſerve as officers at court; and, agrecably to IM © 
the cuſtom of conquerors in thoſe days, new names o 

0 


were given to them. Daniel was called Bclteſhazzar. 
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Tazy continued under tuition for three years, and 
the king appointed them a daily proviſion of meat and 
wine from his own table. Daniel now manifeſted the 
molt conſcientious regard to that religion in which he 
had been initiated. He refuſed to partake ,of the 
proviſion allowed, leſt he might defile himfelf with 
meats which were forbidden to the Jews, and part of 
which might, in this caſe, have been offered to falſe 
rods. Surely this conduct in one ſo young and under 
ſv many temptations, was a preſage of future greatneſs 
and uſcfulneſs. Miſerable 1s that education in which 
10 attention 18 paid to the duties of religion, | The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wifdyms And the knows 


ledge of the holy ts under/landing.* 


Dax1tL regueited and obtained for himſelf and his 
ſelow-ftudents a ſufficient quantity of water and pulſe; 
with which, being proved ten days, their countenances 
appeared fairer, and fatter in fleſh, than ail the children 
cohich did eat the portion of the king's meat, F If th is 
circum{ance be ſuppoſed to have been extraordinary, 
it ſhows us that God will not let thoſe ſuſfer wao are 
actuated by a fincere attachment to his law. He will 
defend and ſupport thoſe who are engaged in a righte= 


ous cauſe, But when we contiider that theſe pertons 


*. Prov. ix, Io, + Chap. 1, IS. 
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were young, and employed 1a ſevere ſtudies, veg. 1. 
bles and water were, perhaps, the molt ſuitable t. 
them, They were already fo much of philoſoplcr;, 
as to know that high ſeaſoned food and Iuxurious 
wines would be very prejudicial ; that theſe would 
produce a feveriſh habit of body and {tupify the mind, 
One reaſon why they out{t1ipped all the other fludents 
in Babylon may be, that they were more abilraQd 
from ſenſual pleaſures; when others thought of cating, 
and drinking, and ſleeping, they were buly in ccnring 
their leſſons. Superiority in learning does not arife fo 


much from a difference in genius, as from a cloſer at- 


tention and application, 


Wu theſe young men had finiſhed their ſtudics, 
and were examined by the king, he found them, i: 
all matters of <viſdom and under/tanding, ten timzs better 
than all the magicians and aftrologers that wwere in all his 
realn.* They diſcovered more wiſdom, and had made 
greater progreſs in learning, which in that country 
conſiſted chiefly in politics, the art of war, and the 
motions of the celeſtial bodies. Upon Daniel, beſides 
his natural acuteneſs and his acquired knowledge, Go 
He had 
This ſoon appea- 


was pleaſed to beſtow ſupernatural g&1:tts, 

derſtanding in all viſions and dreams. 

ed by his revealing and interpreting a remarkable 
* Chap. 1, 20, 
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eam, which had greatly troubled Nebnchadnezzar, 
1 as to which, nor.e of lis wiſe-men could give him 
y ſatisfa&tion. Though the dream had made ſtrong 
preſſions upon his mind, yet he could not recolle& 
> circumſtances of it ; and on this account his divi- 
rs told him that he required of them what was im- 
Mble. "The king, naturally haughty and unaccuſto. 
d to diſappointment, having ſirſt threatened and re- 
oached them, became now very ſurious, and comman- 
to deflroy all the wiſe-men of Babylon.* The decree 
3 iſſued for that parpoſe. 


AT another time, we may conſider particularly the 
arater of this king, and his ſingular puniſhment : 
t preſent, we cannot forbear reflefting what a dan- 
rous influence power and flattery have on the cor- 
p* human heart. ITow abſoulute and cruel was the 
xceeding here mentioned ! 7 ſhall be cut in ficces, 
1 your houſes ſhall be mad: a dung1:ll,+ If ye will nit 

te known unto me the dream, there is but one decree for 
if He had forgotten that he himſelf was mortal, 
e imagined that ali things were made for his uſe, 
e puniſhes men, not for diſobeyiag a lawful command, 
t for not performing what was beyond their 
wer. How often have mankind tamely ſubmitted 


* Chap. ii. 12, + Chap. ii, 5. Þ Chap. ii. 9. 
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to ſuch kings; and when ſhall they be curſcd with 


them no more ! 


DaxitL and his three friends were included among 
thoſe doomed to die. Daniel obtained a refpite of the 
execution of the ſ:ntence, on a promiſe, that he wor! 
give the King ſatisfaftion as to his dream. Having 
acquainted his companions with what he had underta. 
ken, he requeſted them to unite in ſupplication to God 
that he would be pleaſed to revcal to him the great 
and important ſecret. It was accordivgly revealed to 
Daniel in a night-vifion, for which he returned praiſe 
to God; and the next morning, heing brought 1ut9 
the preſence of the king, he revealed to him the 
cream with the interpretation. The king ſurprif.d 
and pleaſed at the wonderful diſcovery, ſhowed Dani! 
the moſt profound reverence, and gave him many gre: 
rift, and made him ruler of the whole province of Bavyion, 
and chief of the governors over all the <viſe-men of 04: 
iylon. He alſo, at Daniel's requeſt, promoted lus 


three friends to places of honor and truſt, 


Ws ſee in this tranſaQion the great piety of Danic), 
the exceeding goodneſs of God, and the mylterious 
ways of his providence.—Where is the refuge of thc 
pious man, in the day of trouble, but in his God ? He 


is a helper when every earthly mean fails. Daniel was 
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rhty in prayer. Nor was he forgetful of thankſ- 
inn. 'The mercy which he obtained by ſupplica- 
n, he returned in grateful praiſes. When he ſtood 
fore the king, he was jealous for the honor of the 
ie God, and to him he aſcribed all the glory. There 
1 God in heaven that revealeth ſecrets, and maketh 
own to the king Nebuchadnezzar, what ſhall be in 
- latter days* 


How great was the goodneſs of God in revealing this 
cret to Daniel ; in ſo ordering it, that the king for- 
his dream ; by this divine diſpenſation taking the 
eater glory to himſelf, and making it in{ftrumental in 


ic promotion of his ſervant ! 


How myſterious the ways of Providence, that in the 
terpretation of this dream, ſhould be found a pre- 
iCtion of the Kingdom of the Meſſiah ! By the image 
ompoſed of different materials, are here repreſented 
he ſame events which Daniel afterward ſaw in viſion, 
nJer the emblem of wild beatls. In the one, the 
ingdom of the Meſſiah 1s repreſented by the fone that 
mate the image, and became a great niountain, and filled 
he whole earth. ;F in the other, by the thrones being 
aſl Gown, by one coming with the clouds of heaven and 

* Chap. ut, 2% + Chap. i, 35, fg 
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having given to him dominion and glory ,and a kingdyn, 
that all people, nations and languages ſhould ſerve him ; hi; 
dominion b eing an everlafiing dominion <vhich ſhall not paſ; 
away, and his kingdom that evhich ſhall not be deſtroyed.* 
But the nature of the diſcourſe will not allow us tg 


purſue theſe things, 


Dax1tL interpreted a ſecond dream of Nebuchad. 
nezzar, and which was ſent as a warning to him for 
his pride and wickedneſs, The king ſtill continuing 
in his umpiety, the judgment which was foretold came 


upon him, 


ArTtk the death of Nehuchadnezzar, his ſon Evil- 
Mcrodach ſucceeded to the throne. His reign and 
that of his immediate ſucceſſors were ſo ſhort that no 
notice is taken of them in this hiſtory. Belſhazzar the 
grandſon of Nebuchadnezzar ſoon began to reign. To 
this king, Daniel interpreted the writing upon tie 
wall, which none of the wiſe-men could read, mucli 


leſs interpret. Being ſlain the fame night on which 


the writing appeareJ, the kingdom was divid:d and 


given to the Medes and Perfians, Darius the Mede now 
came to the throne, He is the [ſame 'perſon who 1s 
called by the Greek hiſtorians Cyaxares, and was the 


* Chap, vi. 9—14, 
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ncle of the renowned Cyrus. Under the reign of this 
{t king happened that which has been read as the 


zundation of this diſcourſe. 


Daxivs divided the empire into an hundred and 
venty provinces, over which he ſet governors, and 
rer theie, three preſidents, of whom Dane) was 
wef; fo high was his reputation, and ſuch was the 
211M0n which this king entertained of his wiſdom and 
tegrity, This diſtinction, however, drew upon Da- 
el the envy of the other princes, and they carefully 
ught matter of accuſation againſt him. —* Cenſure,”? 
ys one, * 1s the tax which men pay Tor being emi- 
nt.” Whoever 1s exalted above others cither in gifts 
r ſtation, muſt expect to be envied and oppoſed. 'This 
il principle is always found working m the human 
cat, Oa this account, were it not that men may 
t withdraw from any place or duty to which Provi- 
-nce calls them, they would be more eaſy and ſafe in 
humble Ration. 'They who reſtleſs climb the flip- 
ry aſcent of honor, and are ambitious to ſtand before 
ngs, are in danger of being puſhed down by more 
cceſsful rivals ; and at any rate, they will find va« 
ty and vexation of ſpirit, 
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Hayey Danicl, who, as we have reaſon to believe was 
neither covetous of honor, nor ever ſought to retain it 
| but with a good conſcience. His enemies could find none 
occaſion nor fault, foraſmuch as he was faithful, neither 
His admi. 


niftration being blameleſs, they had recourſe to ano- 


zvas there any error or fault found in him.* 
ther ſtratagem. 'They knew that he conſtantly re. 
forted to God 1n prayer ; and therefore, on conſulta- 
tioa, they requeſted that the king would make a jirn 
decree, that whoſoever ſhould aſk a petition of any god or 
man, for thirty days, fave of the king himſelf, he ſhould 
be caſt into the den of lions. Horrid plot ! Impious in 
its very nature, and malicious in its deſign! But it 
was a dole ſweetened with flattery, and therefore 
ſwallowed by the king. He ſigned the writing aud the 


decree. 


Dax1tL muſt now, either ceaſe to pray, or loſe his 
Iife. If he pray, one would think _ that prudence 
would direct him to do it in a more concealed manner 
Mark his conduct. Though he was 


aware of what vas tntended, yet his windows being open 


than heretofore. 


in his chamber, toward Feruſalem, he Fneeled upon his 
knees, three times a day. and prayed and gave thanks bc- 


fore his God.t This was a noble teſtimony. It mants 
*- Chap. vi.-4, 


} Chap. vi. 36, 


F Chap, V1, 7a 
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ſted the ſincerity of his religion. A falſe profeſſor 
ould have diſſembled ; would have apoſtatized ; but 


Janiel had withſtood the temptations of a licentious 


urt, nor was he now to be affrighted by a lions den, + 


ewas at this time old, and he might have reaſoned 


us 3 © I have loved and ſerved my God for many 


ars, he hath promoted me to high honor in a ſtrange 
id, and given me favor with ſeveral princes ; and 
all T for the poor remnant of my days torſake lim ? 
2; if T am to be devoured by lions, I will leave to 
Waters an example of that ſtedſaitneſs and fortitude 
ich my rcligioa inſpires. Or, if it be the will of 
od that I ſhauld continue longer here, a witneſs for 
n, and a benefit to my nation ; he hath formerly de- 
ered, and he can {till deliver me. Into his hands I 


olly commit myſelf.” 


Its enemies, having obſerved him praying to his 
od, accuſed him to the king, pled the decree, and 
ged that the tranſgreſſion was the more heinous 1n 
aniel, as being a foreigner. 'They wiſhed to repreſent 
m as one who ſhowed diſaffecion to the king, ant 
ho contemned his authority. 'The king now ſaw the 
il conſequence of his decree, was difpleaſed with 


mſelf, and fincerely endeavoured to ſave Daniel. His 


wiſters alleged, that by the law of the Medes and 
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Perſians, the ſtatute was unalterable. Probably theſe 
ftatutes were confirmed by the king's oath, and there. 
fore thought unalterable z or being made by the ad- 
vice and conſent of a council, they could not be rey. 
ked except in the ſame manner ; for we find that thz 
None which was laid upon the mouth of the den, was 


ſealed not only with the king's own ſignet, but vii5 
the fignet of his Lords.* 


THEesE wicked men, by their importunity, prevail. 
ed upon the king to deliver up Daniel to their mercy, 
The King, 
when he ſubmitted, expreſſed a hope that the God 


and they caſt him into the den of hons, 


whom Daniel contiaually ſerved would {till preſerve 
lim; and ſuch was his concern and anxiety that 
be ſpent the myght ſleepleſs and fafting. He was ſenfi- 
ble that he had been ſhameſully betrayed into the com- 
miſſion of a cruel and unjuft aCtion, and one winch 
was likely to deprive him of a faithful and uſcful 


ſervant. 


Wuro does not pity the ſituation of this king, ſur- 
rounded by ambitious and deſigning courtiers wio 
ſtrive to impoſe upon him ? Who does not lament his 
want of firmneſs and reſolution? He approves tit 


right and does the wrong. Could an oath oblige him 
.* Chap.: vi. 17, | 
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the performance of that which was 1n itſelf Gaful ? 
uld the law of the Medes and Perſians change the 
rnal law of juſlice? No, his compliance was unwar- 
table. With firmer nerves he ought to have ſtem- 
d the torrent, Ferod, for his oath's ſabe, beheaded 
in the Baptiſt, Pilate pronounced ſentence againit 
- Saviour, though he declared that he found no fault 
Mm. From ſimilar motives did Darius condemn 
niel to death, though his condu& in yielding to the 
portunity of inſidious men, appears more cxcuſable 
in that of the others. Early in the morning, he 
tened to the den of lions, and to his great ſurpriſe 
1 joy found Danicl unhurt, The God waiom he 
ved had indeed dehvered him, and his innocency 
ore God and man was remarkably made manifeſt, 
is deliverance was obtained by his faith ; for it is 
d, no manner of hurt was found upon him, becauſe he 
eved in God,* "To this initance the apoſtle particu- 


4 


tu, he ſays, that it fopped the mouths of linns.F 


ly refers, whea deſcribing the powerful effe&ts of 


Daaw near all of you, my brethren, to the mouth of 
den, and behold the power and goodneſs of God in 
3 wonderful deliverance, 'Uhe lion ts the ſtrongeſt and 
{ terrible beaſt that. roams the foreſt, He drinks the 
* Chap. vi, 23, + Heb. xi. 33. 
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blood and feeds upon the fleſh of animals. His voice i; 
tremendous, like the nolie of thunder. He ſprings 
upon his prey, tears it to pieces with his claws, and 
devours 1it with his teeth. Into a den, where a numn- 
ber of lions were confined, was Daviel calt ; probably 
12 the night when theſe beaſts crave their food ; and as 
the furnace was heated ſeven times for DaniePs compa. 
nions, ſo it is probable that the lions had been kept 
from thcir uſual proviſion, in order te make them th- 
more voracious. Into a den of beaſts which naturally 
thirlt for blood, and whoſe appetites are now whetted 
with hunger, and dreadfully growl for food, is Danicl 
calt; his body not a morſel for each, and inſtcad of al- 
laying their hunger, fit rather to excite a furious con- 
telt in the angry den. Behold the raging lions are 
tame! They growl not, they ſpring not ! The mcat 
An angel ſhut their 


mouths! Here Daniel continued all night, and inftcad 


vficred they will not touch ! 


of the hungry lions roar, the den ſweetly ſounded witli 
the praiſes of the hiving and everlaiting Cod. Animi- 
ted were the {alutations which paſſed between the &11g 


. . . .* t 'Þ 
and him in the morning. Dantel was taken out of ti 


den ; and he returned to his office with increaſed repus 


tation, and with infinite cauſe to love and truſt tix 


Lord. 


SHALL we now retreat from the den of lions ? Or, 


þ oe . . V,,z 
will curiolity lead you to witneſs a diſmal ſcene, tt 
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-ution of Daniel's accuſers? The ting commanded 
they brought them, and caſt them into the den of lions, 


, their children, and their wives; and the lions 
the maſtery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces, 
ver they came at the bottom of the den.* By this 
ſa&ion the preſervation of Daniel appeared the 
e evidently miraculous. As to his accuſers, the 
iths of the lions were unſtopped, and they acted 
eeably to their nature.-—From this bloody ſight let 
urn away, refle&ing on the juſtice of God in bring- 
theſe men to the ſame death which they had medt- 
d for Daniel, The law which condemned the 
es and children, was no doubt cruel ; but it ſeems 
ſonable that thoſe perſons ſhould ſuffer the very pu- 
iment to which they had unjuſtly and maliciouſly 
cht to bring another: God ordered that their 
:ked devices ſhould return with vengeance upon 
mſelves. In like manner, was Haman hanged 
the very ga:lows which he had prepared for 


Yrdecal, 


Davie continued at court and in favor under the 
;n of Cyrus, who ſucceeded his uncle. To the 
byloniſh empire this king united the kingdoms of 
* Chap. vi, 24. | 
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Perſia and Media, and the whole dominion was after. leſt 


wards called the Perſian empire. 


Ner1THER time nor propriety will admit to enter 


fully upon the prophecies of Damel. 


Some of the later Jews have denied that he was a 
prophet ; but the words of our Saviour put this matter 
out of all doubt, by whom he 1s expreſsly called a pro. 
phet ;* and it is an - evidence too that he ſpoke the 
ſentiments of the Jews in his day. Indeed, when we 
conſider the greatneſs and clearneſs of his prophe- 
cies, efpecially thoſe concerning the coming and ſuf. 
ferings of the Meſſiah, he muſt be eſteemed one of the 
firit rank. Joſephus reckons him among the greatelt 
cf the prophets, and ſays of him, © "That he converſed 
familiarly with God, and not only foretold future 
events, as other prophets did, but determined likewiſe 
the time when they ſhould come to paſs.” So clear 
are his predictions, and ſo exaQtly fulfilled, that Por- 
phyry, a bitter enemy of the chriſtian religion, has al- 


ledged that they were written by ſome later hand, af- 

ter the events took place, The modern Jews, on the MW _ you 

one hand, are not willing to admit his authority, on greſſi 

account of his predictions reſpeCQting the time of the lon fo 

Meſſiah ; and infidels on the other, oppoſe him ,, ,, 
# Mat, xxiv, 15, 
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t they ſhould be obliged to acknowledge the truth 
* divine revelation, 'The objeQions of both, if ex+ 


nined, will be found weak and abſurd. 


Part of this book, from the fourth verſe of the ſe. 
nd chapter to the end of the ſeventh, which treats of 


abyloniſh affairs, was originally written in the Chal- 


an language, and all the reft in Hebrew, 


Dan1EL 1s ſuppoſed not to have returned with the 
ws from captivity, but to have died in Chaldea ia 


1 advanced age. 


Tavs have we taken a curſory view of the life of 
)aniel 3 who poſſeſſed an extraordinary genius, 1mpro« 
d by much learning and long experience'; who hved 
great worldly proſperity; who was bold and uaſha- 
n in the dutics of the true religion; and who enjoyed 
cculiar revelations of the divine will, What Joſeph 
as 1a the court of ;Pharaoh, Daniel was under the 
ings of Babylon; only the latter propheſicd 
ore clearly and fully of the Meſſiah, How plain is 
e following prophecy ! Seventy wweeks are determined 
on thy peopte, and upon thy holy city, to finiſh the tranſ- 
e/ion, and to make an end of fins, and to make reconcilia- 
m for iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſ/r, 
id to ſeal up the viſion and prophecy, ard to anaint the 
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316 HISTORY AND 
moſt holy. The Meſſiah ſhall be cut off, but not for hin. 


 felf.* The time and the defign of his coming are here 


fixed. According to the prophetic ſtyle, the ſeventy 
weeks are to be taken for weeks of years, every one of 
which contained ſeven years; and ſo the ſeventy weeks 
will amount to four hundred and ninety years. $0 
many years being reckoned back from the death of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, will bring us to the very year 
and month in which Ezra had his commiſſion from 
the king of Perſia for returning to. Jeruſalem and re- 


ſtoring the church and ſtate of the Jews. 


So many refle&ions have been already made on this 
hiſtory, that there is the leſs neceſſity to be particular 


now, 


Ws ſee that the great deſign of God in raiſing up 
prophets, and in all the revolutions of the kingdoms of 
old was to prepare the way for the introduQtion of the 
Meſſiah. Wee believe that he hath indeed come ; and 
that he hath been cut off; that his kingdom is long 
ſince begun ; and that to promote and eſtabliſh this 
every event and revolution yet to take place ſhall be 
made ſubſervient. 'This being the caſe, it will not be 
deemed an improper digreſſion, or too forced an appli- 

* Chap. iz, 24; 


CHARACTER OF DANIEL. 3r7 
ation of this ſubject, to preach to you Feſus Chrifl, 


ad him crucified, We have come up in vain this evene 
ig, unleſs we return more diſpoſed to know and do 
he will of God. | 


Wrz are all by nature, in worſe than Babyloniſh cap- 
vity z expoſed to more frightful dangers than a den 


f lions. Theſe can only rend our bodies z but there 


; one who ſeeks to devour our ſouls; to draw us from 
Hlegiance to our Maker, and involve us in remedileſs 
erdition. What is the molt abjec& ſlavery among men 
ompared with the ſlavery of fin ? What the moſt ex- 
ruciating bodily pains, to the unquenchable fire and 
he never-dying worm ? What is baniſhment from our 
ative land to eternal excluſion from the- comfortable 
reſence of God ? Theſe are things which we have all 
eaſon to fear, and which will certainly come upon 
s, unleſe we betake ourſelves to that way of eſcape 
zhich God hath provided. Behold, a mighty deli- 
erer, who was early revealed ; time after time deſcri- 
xd z and who hath long ſince appeared in our world, 
By death, he hath conquered him that had the power 
f death. He hath triumphed over all tie enemies of 
mankind, He hath led captivity captive. He is the 
King of kings, and the Lord of lords, Will you, wy 
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brethren, become the ſubjets of his kingdom ? Will 


you ſubmit yourſelves to his laws ? Now 1s the time to 


make your peace with him; to lay hold on his righte. 
ouſneſs by faith. Dying finners, by the death of the 
Saviour, live! Miſerable captives, by the ſtrength of 
the Saviour, break your chains and be free ! Riſe, 


riſe, from the ruins of this world to glory and immor. 


tality! 


Ler thoſe who are the ſubje&ts of Chrit's kingdom 
be exhorted, under all their dangers and difficulties, 
with Daniel to Leleve in God. Truſt his power and hit 
faithfulneſs. Adhere to duty, and commit all your 
concerns to his care, He will ſupport, guide and 
prote& you, This diſcourſe cannot conclude better 
than by offering to your meditation thoſe glorious | 
truths ſublimely expreſſed in the prophecy before us. 
T beheld till the thrones were caſt down, and the Ancient of MW 
days did fit, whoſe garment was white as ſnouav, and the 
hair of his head like the pure wool : His throne «vas like | 
the fiery flame and his wheels as burning fire. A fery | 


fiream iſſued, and came forth from before him + Thouſand 


thouſands miniſtered unto him, and ten thouſand times ten | 
thouſand flood before him ; The judgment mas ſet and the 


books awere opened.* And many of them that ſleep in the 
* Chap. vii. 9, 10” 
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luft of the earth ſhall awake, ſome to everlaſling life, and 
ome to ſhame and everlaſting contempt. And they that be 
wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament ; and 
hey that turn many to righteouſneſs, as the flars for ever 
and ever.} 


+ Chap, xii. 2, 3. 
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Daxitr iv. 37- 


Vow I NEBUCHADNEZZAR praiſe, and exto!, and honour the RING 
or HEAVEN, all whoſe works are truth, and his way: judgment ; 
and thoſe that walk in pride, he is able to abaſe. 


TJ" HESE words are the teſtimony of Nebuchad- 

nezzar, the king of Babylon, in favor of the 
ue God. "They are the mere remarkable as being 
ttered by a heathen, and one who had been educated 
1 an 1dolatrous worſhip. In conſidering their occa- 
on and force, we will be led to attend to ſome of the 


rincipal occurrences in the life, together with the 
haraQter of this king. 


NEBUCHADNEZ7ZAR was one of the moſt powerful 


id ſucceſsfulmonarchs of the Eaſt, Having ſucceeded 
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to a vaſt kingdom, he enlarged and ſtrengthened it by we 


new acquiſitions. . His armies were victorious, his do. 


minions extenſive, and his revenues immenſe. In the 


great image, which he ſaw in a dream, his kingdom 
was repreſented by a head of fine gold. It was ſo inter. 

preted by Daniel. Thou O King, ſaid he, art a king of 

kings : For the God of heaven hath given thee a Ringdom, 

power, and ſtrength, and glory. And whereſoever the 

children of men dwell, the beaſts of the field and the fowl; 

of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath 

made thee ruler over them all : Thou art this head of 

gold.* 


' A _coxsTanT ſcene of wordly proſperity is always 
dangerous. It produces in moſt men a forgetfulneſs 
of their dependence on divine providence, and an arro- 
gant demeanour unbecoming the ſtate of mortality. 
On Nebuchadnezzar it had the moſt baneful influence. | 
His heart awas lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride.t 
His diſpoſition, naturally haughty, had been nouriſh- 
ed by a courtly education, by the proſpect of a' flou- 
riſhing kingdom, by the abſolute command of armies, 
by repeated victories, and by the continual incenſe of 
the minions around him. Pride was his predominant 
fin and manifeſted itſelf in all his ations. To this 

* Chap. ii, 87. 38. + Chap. v. 20, 
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e are to impute his unreaſonable anger, his cruelty, 


d his abjectneſs of ſpirit, on ſeveral occaſions, 


His peremptory command to the diviners concern- 
& his dream, his exceſſive anger, and his cruel de- 
ce have been mentioned in a former diſcourſe. Pride 
innot bear to be contradicted or diſappointed. Its 
aims are extravagant, and if denied, it breathes cer- 
in vengeance. We find a fimilar inſtance in the 
"nduQt of Nebuchadnezzar, towards the three Jews 
ho refuſed to worſhip the golden image which he 
ad ſet up in the plain of Dura. The behaviour of 
ieſe Jews was as noble, as that of the king was mean. 
'hey ſaid to him, Be known wnto thee, O king, 
at we will not ſerve thy gods, nor worſhip the golden 
nage which thou haſt ſet uþ.* A generous maſter 
rould have admired and applauded ſuch integrity in 
us ſervants ; he would have thought them the more 
'orthy of his love and confidence; but the proud king 
onſtruing it into diſreſpe&t and contumacy, debaſed 
1m{zlf by outrageous paſſion. He was full of fury, 
nd the form of his viſage was changed. So fierce was 
1s wrath that it heated for theſe men a furnace one 


-ven times more than it w's wont to be heated.F. How 


ittle and contemptible does pride ſometimes make 


nen! In the very a& of ſupporting what they call 
* Chap. iii, 18, + Chap: fil. 19, 
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_ their dignity, they diſcover their weakneſs.. Such 


paſſion was unbecoming a man, much leſs Nebuchad. 
nezzar the great z much leſs a judge, in pronouncing 


ſentence upon his fellow-men, 


Trar there is a meanneſs in pride which will, at 
times, ſtoop low, appears from the conduc of this 


king when Daniel interpreted his firſt dream. He 


fell upon his face, and worſhipped Daniel, and command: 


that they ſhould offer an ollation and ſaveet odours wunt9 
him.* Before this, his looks were lofty and his com- 
mands abſolute. He aRed as though heaven and earth 
were obliged to comply with his wiſhes. But now he 
proftrates himſelf before one whom he had lately ſen- 


tenced to death. He pays that homage which he him- 
ſelf had exated from others. From the extremity ot 


pride, he deſcends to the extremity of abaſement, 


Daniel deſerved his thanks and his favor ; but there 


was a meanneſs in humbling himſelf in this manner; 
and 1t proves that pride is wholly different from true 
greatneſs and magnanimity. 


Tas time at length approached when God, who 


refeth the proud, by a ſingular diſpenſation, puniſhed. 


this king ; and held him up as a dreadful example to 
® Chap. 1. 46. 
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ture princes, and an affeAing leflon to all genera- 
ns of men, In mercy to the king, and that it 
oht be the more obſervable by others, God was 
-aſed to forewarn him in a dream. 'Fhouzh he ha1 
rcotten the former dream, yet this he was able par- 
ularly to relate ; and therefore expeQed that his 
rn magicians would be able to interpret it, In this 
ey failed, and he was obliged again to have recourſe 


Daniel. 


Trs providence of God is very remarkable in theſe 
nſactions. Though Nebuchadnezzar was favorcd 
th dreams, yet the ability to interpret was vouch- 
ed to a prophet of the true God: "They were thus, 
perly divine predictions, and the king was uſed only 
an inſtrument to make them the more public, and to 
ite the attention of mankind. In the firſt dream, the 
gicians pleaded the impoſhbility of interpreting 
at could not be remenibered ; but bchold, a ſecond 
am, in which this excuſe 13 removed, and {ill they 

perplexed to no purpoſe. God confounds all their 
dom, and in the ſight of theſe heathen, aſſerts his 
nglory. We do wrong in confining the deſign of 
din the wonders he hath wrought to particular 


fons or objets. Who may not ſee, that while the 


tivity of the Jews was a puniſhment for their ſins ; 
| F-f-- 
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that while the exaltation of Daniel in the court of 
Babylon, and his prophecies were a ſource of comfort 
to his own nation ; theſe events tended to diiTuſe the 
knowledge of the true God among other nations, and 


recover many from their ſuperſtition and idolatry 


Tr ſubſtance of the dream as told by the king was 
this; © I ſaw,” faid he, © a tree excceding great aud 
*« lofty ; and which increaſed ſo Zalt that it ſeemed to 
« reach unto the very heaven, It was luxuriant i 
It afforded ſhelter to the beats 
As I wou- 
« dered at the greatneſs and utility of this tree, I ſaw 


« leaves and fruit. 


& and fowls, and ſuſtenance to all fleſh, 


« an angel deſcending from heaven, who cried with a 


* Joud voice, Hew down the tree, cut off the branch- 


« es, ſhake off the leaves, ſcatter the fruit, and let all 


&© creatures depart from it; but leave the tump in the 


* earth, with a band of iron and braſs, in the tender } 


« graſs of the field, and lct it be wet with the dew of 
6 heaven, and let his portion be with-.the beaſts in 
* the graſs of the carth ; let his heart be changed 
«« from man's, and let a beaft's heart be given unto 
* him; and let ſeven times paſs th him.??— When 
Daniel heard this dream, he was ſtruck with the awful 
portent of it, and remained ſilent for an hour. Being 
encouraged by the king, he at laſt declared that this 
ercat tree fignified the king himſelf ; that the he 
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ig down of the tree and what followed, ſignified his 
eing driven from men to herd with the beaſts of the 
eld, expoſed to all the inclemencies of the weather ; 
nd that the leaving of the ſtump ſignified his reſtora- 


on, 1n due time, to his former ſtate. 


Dax1EL accompanied the interpretation with the 
oft faithful and ſalutary advice to the king to forſake 
is fins, that fo the judgment might be averted or de- 
jyed, How happy had he complied with this advice ! 
ome think that, alarmed by this warning, he did re- 
zrm for a time, and that,'on this account, he was reſ- 
ited fora year, Sinners, when threatened with im- 
diate danger, often leave their fins, aad form reſo- 
tions to lead new lives ; but when the danger 1s re- 
,oved or forgotten, they return to their former cour- 
3, Whatever outward and temporary reformation 
ight have appeared in Nebuchadnezzar, the bitter 


vot of pride {ill remained in his heart, 


wy 


Vurx his proſperity was at the higheſt ; when his 
ncmies around were all in ſubjection and tributary ; 
nd when he had greatly enlarged and beautified the 
ity of Babylon with the ſpoils of conquered nations, 
1s pride ſwelled beyond all bounds, and vented itſelf, 


na certain occaſion, in the moſt arrogant ianguage. 


\s be walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon, and 
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viewed the amazing extent and magnificence of thi; 


building, which he had planned and executed ; or, 


probably, as he wa!ked on the uppermoſt terrace of the 
famous hanging-gardens, from which he had a prof. 
pect of the whole city with its palaces, walls, turrete, 
brazen gates and canals, he ſpate and ſaid, [s nt this 
great Babylon that I have built for the houſe of the Lingdim, 
by the might of my power, and for the honour of my maje/. 
ty 2* Was there ever a more daring inflance of pride? 
Who is not ſhocked to hear a mortal aſſume the prero- 


gative of Deity? Who does not tremble leſt divine ven- 


geance ſuddenly burit from the clouds upon his pre- | 


ſumptuous head ? Of whom are theſe words in the 
prophecy of Iaiah more deſcriptive than of this king! 
Thou haſt faid m thine heart, I will aſcend into heaven, [I 
w:!l exalt my throne above the fiars of God? TI will aſcend 


above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the mij} | 


17;;h.+ Though judgment be delayed, yet it will ſurely 
come. Ihile the word was in the king's mouth, a voice 
from heaven pronounced that the meaſure of his iniqui- 
ties was full, and that now the ſentence was to be cxc- 
cuted, The ſame hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nelu- 
chadnezzar + And he was driven from men, and did ea! 
graſs as oxen, and his body was wet with ihe dew of 
heaven, lill his hairs were grown like eagles feathers, and 


* Chap, iv. 30, 7 Iſaiah xiv. 13, 14, 
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Lis nails like birds claws.* He who aſpired to be as 


God, was degraded to the condition of a beaſt, 


Various have been the opinions concerning this 
puniſhment inflicted upon Nebuchadnezzar, and which 
it 18 needleſs to treat at large. Some have ſuppoſed the 
whole to be an allegory, and intended to give us a repre- 
ſentation of the fall of lucifer; ſome, that the King 
was really changed into an ox, or, at leaſt, that the 
ſpirit of an ox was infuſed into him, or ſubſtituted in 
the place of his own 3 and ſome, that it was a faſcina- 
tion in the eyes both of the king and his ſubjeRs, by 
which they imagined that there was a real change 1ato 
the form of this animal. Neither of theſe opinions can 
be admitted. The moſt general and the moſt probable 
opinion 1s, that, by the judgment of God, Nebuchad- 
nezzar was deprived of his reaſon, or ſtruck with mad- 
neſs ; that in this ſtate he fancied himſelf an ox, and 
imitated the ations of one; that, having fled from the 
labitations of men, he aſſociated with bealls, fed upon 
graſs, lay expoſed on the ground, and, in ſhort, ſeem- 
cd to have all the inclinations and aQions of a heaft. 
His own words intimate his puniſhment to have been 
of this ſort. Dine underlanding, ſays he, returned unto 


* Chap, Iv, 32» 
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me, And again, My reaſon returned unto. me. The 
only difficulty then 18, to ſee in what his puniſhment 
conſiſted ; tor if he all the time imagined himſelf a 
beaſt, or was in a ſtate of inſanity, he would not be un. 


happy. 
that he had at certain intervals, a conſciouſneſs of hiz 


This difficulty is removed, if we ſuppoſe 


miſery, but was ſo hurried by a brutal appetite as to be 


unable to extricate himſelf, He might ſee his error, } 


and not be able to avoid it ; be ſenſible of his diſgrace 


and not capable to redreſs it. 


Nox is it any objeCtion to this hiſtory, that Nebu- | 


chadnezzar, accuſtomed to the ſoftneſs and delicacy of 
a court, could not live ſeven years on the raw fruits of 
the earth, and his body too expoſed to external injurics 
for, perſons infeted with his diſtemper are well known 
to be exceſſively ſtrong, and able to undergo hardſlip3 


which would prove fatal to them in a ſound late of 
mind, 


Ar the expiration of the limited time, God was 
pleaſed to reſtore this king to the exerciſe of his reaſon 
2nd toreinllate him in his kingdom. * His words on 
this occaſion are very remarkable, part of which has 
been read as the foundation. of this diſcourſe. With 
what temper he continued to demean himſelf afterwards 
we are not particularly informed. It has been alledged 

* Chap. iv, 34. 36. 
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hat his repentance was inlincere, and that his dedica- 


ion of the golden image in the plain of Dura, was 
ubſequent to his puniſhment. This, however, 1s con- 
rary to the order in which the narration is given by 
Janiel. Tt 1s certain that he was now more effeQually 
umbled than ever he had been heretofore, and that he 
wore explicitly paid homage to almighty God. Bc- 
re this, he acknowledged him as the God of Daniel, 
nd as the God of Shadrach, Meſhach and Abednego, 
chile he himſelf continued to adore the falſe gods of 
-haldea ; but now his language is, / Nebuchadnezzar 


raiſe and extol and honour the king of heaven, all whoſe 


works are truth, and his ways judgment 5 and thoſe that 


valk in pride he is cble to aboſe. Charity therefore 
v1]l lead us to believe, that if he were not fincercly 
onverted to the true worſhip, that, at leaſt, he feared 
creafter to glory in himſelf ; or aſſume, by his words 
raCtions, what belonged to the living and eternal Ged, 


he creator and governor of all things. 


How powerfully does this hiſtory teach us the fin 
nd danger of pride! How forcibly inculcate this 
ruth, that pride goeth before deſirufion ; and an haughty 
irit before a fall !* It prepares for deſtruction, and is 
"token of its approach. Pride 1s faid to have been 
he fin of fallen angels, Our firſt parents alecting to 


* Prov, xvi. I8, 
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be as gods, brought miſery on all the race. Many are 
the inſtances recorded for our admonition ; and this of 
Nebuchadnezzar ſpeaks to us in the moſt alarming man. 
ner. Let none ſay they are unintereſted in the ſub. 
jeR, for pride is deeply rooted in our nature, and dif. 
coverable, in one ſhape or another, in every human be- 
ng. Tt 1s not confined to any ſtation or condition i 
Iife. Tt is found in the monarch, and in the beggar, 
It inhabits the palace and the cottage. It rolls in « 
chariot, and it walks on foot. It is cloathed in pur- 
ple and fine linnen, and it is covered with rags and filth, 
It talks, and it 1s ſilent. Tt 1s on the bench, at the 
bar, and in the pulpit. It judges, and it pleads. 1: 


preaches, and it prays. Let us beware then of decc:v- | 


Ing. ourſelves in this matter. Let us ſcek an intimate 
acquaintance with our own hearts, and keep a firict 
guard over them, leſt we be tempted, in any cafe, ?: 


think of ourſelves more highly than wwe ought to think, 


Akt we inclined to boaſt of birth and titles ? Be | 


hold in Nebuchadnezzar their vanity, What Cid it 
avail him in his degradation, that he was deſcended 
from kings, and once ſwayed the ſceptre of the great- 
ct kingdom in the world ! Do we confide in the mul- 


titude of our riches? How uſeleſs were all the reve« 


nues of the eaſt to Nebuchadnezzar, when his dwelÞng | 


was with the beaſts of the ficld ! Are we pleaſed wit 
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ſplendid houſes, with coſtly furniture, and with all the 


delicacies which gratify the ſenſes? Let us be warned 
by the man who ſtrutted in the palace of Babylon, call- 
ed it his own, and who, afterwards, felt the inclemen- 
cies of ſeven winters and ſummers, grazed in the field, 
and gathered fruits on the hedges ! Do we pride our- 
ſelves in perſonal beauty and the decoration of our bo- 
dies? Alas, look at yonder frightful objeft ;—naked, 
—tanned, —filthy,—haggard,—his hairs ike the fea- 
thers, and his nails like the claws of an eagle ! Are our 
hearts apt to ſwell with a conſcious ſuperiority of un- 
derſtanding, and acquirements in learning and know- 
ledge? Accident or diſeaſe may ſoon bring us from 
theſe exalted neizhts to the low and pitiable condition 

of an 1diot. Though the endowments of the mind, 
more than external things, may be called our own, yet 
they are uncertain in this fallen and miſerable ſtate 
of man. What a ſpeQaacle does Nebuchadnezzar exht- 
bit, deprived of his reaſon ! The crafty politician, the: 
ſkilful ſoldier, and the magnificent prince 3s, at once 
thrown from his pre-eminence, and inftead of com- 
manding reſpe&, provokes diſguſt. See him, throug!, 
a difordered imagination, with his face prone to the 
earth, feed, bellow, and toſs his head ike an ox ! Hu- 
man nature recoils at the thought of owning kindred 


to him, Fo art thou fallen from heaven, O luctfer, 
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fon of the morning ! Hoaw art thou cut down to the ground, 
which didſt weaken the nations ! They that ſee thee, ſhall 
narrowly look upon thee, and conſider thee, ſaying, Is this 
the man that made the earth to tremble, that did ſhake Ling- 
doms ** This mournful example ſhould affright u: 
from all inordinate ſelf-eſteem and vain-glorvy. W: 
are continually dependent on God, and 1t becomes us 
to walk humbly and thankfully before him. We ar: 
guilty in his ſight, and inſtead of cauſe to vaunt, we 


le at the feet of divine mercy, 


War diſorders has ſin introduced into this world! 
How has it defaced the nobleſt works of God ! Man, 
made at firſt a [ittle lower than the angels, fin depreiles 
beneath the very rank of beaſts. It renders man un- 
ſafe to man ; it ſends him to wander amon & the tombs ; 
and it confines him to the cells of a bedlam.—O fn- 
ners, madneſs, in part, has ſeized all of you. Though 
Fou may never be driven from men, and the world may 
call you wiſe and happy, yet while you tranſgreſs the 
law of God, and refuſe to glorify him, you are foolith 
and miſerable. His law is eternal reaſon ; and his glo- 
ry is your chief end and only happineſs. Return, 
therefore, to him in that way which he hath provided 
for your recovery, Apply the remedy, that ſo your 


underſtanding may return unto you ; that ſo you may 
hs Iſaiah xiv, 1% I6, 
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leſs the Moſt High for his perfe&ions diſplayed in 


\e works of creation and providence, and eſpecially 
1 the redemption of ſinners through the obedience 
nd death of his only-begotten Son. 


T11s ſubje& deſerves the ſerious attention of thoſe 
1 younger life, who, from want of experience in the 
-orld, and knowledge of themſelves, may not be aware 
fthe beginning and tendency of pride, There 1s a 
2ution, modetty and difidence, exceedingly becoming 
outh, and indicating their future uſefulneſs and worth, 
)n the contrary, pride, or a high conceit of yourſelves, 
vill effeEually prevent your improvement.- He that 
hinks himſelf already very wile, 1s in a fair way to 
now nothing. Pride fills all the empty ſpace, and 
-xcludes the entrance of true knowledge. As pride 
riſes greatly from a compariſon with others, to check 
t, compare yourſelves with thoſe who are your ſuperi- 
Irs. There are many wiler, better, and more learned 
than you. On what then do you value yourſelves ? 
Where is the ground for your elation of heart? Though 
ome be your inferiors, yet whatever things you poſ- 
leſs, either of an external or internal nature, are all the 
gifts of divine providence. Every good gift, and eve» 
ry perfet gift is from above, and cometh down from the Fa- 
iner of lights, * If the diſtribution be 3n your favor, 

F James i, x7, 
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God 1s entitled to all the glory. At the ſame time, 
you ſhould obſerve that pride 1s to be diſtinguiſhed 
from a juſt eſtimate of a perſon's abilities, and a proper 
value which he may put upon himſelf ; and likewil: 
from the ſpirit of one's ſtation, and a due regard to 
decency. Pride conſiſts in a too high opinion of our 
merit z in a ſwelling of the heart on account of our 
ſuperiority ; and in the exaQtion of homage from others, 
As far as this diſpoſition prevails in any character, he 
is offenſive to God, and unacceptable to men. 


Acain, this ſubject ſhould cure us of envy, and re- 
concile us to our circumſtances in life, even though 
mean and indigent. Power and riches bring with 
them great temptations, and we are better and ſafer 
without them. Like Nebuchadnezzar, we might abulec 
them. Who would not rather be a poor child of God, 
than a rich and ungodly king? Who would not ra- 
ther be a door-keeper in the houſe of God, than Ne- 
buchadnezzar in the palace of Babylon ! Yea, who 
would not rather be an heir of eternal glory, than po{- 
ſeſs all the kingdoms of the world ? Envy not the great. 
Call not the proud happy. Say not with the multitude, 
IVha avill ſhew us any good ? But let your conltant 
prayer be, Lord, lift t"9u up the light of thy countenance 


upon us. * 


* Pſalm. iv. 6, 
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Urox the whole, humility, my brethren, is our 
eateſt ornament and our ſtrongelt defence. The in- 
reaſe of this always marks the progreſs of grace in 
ie ſoul. The high and 1, One dwwelleth with him that 
of a contrite and humble ſpiric, Surely the confidera- 
on of the deplorable ſtate in which grace finds a man, 


ie ſovereign and infinite love difplayed in his ſalvation, 


ie depths of corruption ſill unfubdued, and for which 


e needs the conſtant influence of grace, ought to. 
ide pride from his eyes, and fink him into entire {elf- 
mnihilation. Let us all be perſuaded to ſeek an in- 


reſt in the merits, and to copy the example of the 
eek and lowly Jeſus. We mutt be clothed with his 
chteouſneſs, and the fame mind muſt be in us which 
as in him, before we can inhabit the pure and celcitial 
bodes. To ſave us from the guilt of our fins, and 
rectify our diſordered natures, Jeſus Chriſt hath ſa- 
sfied the juſtice of God, and purchaſed the influen- 
23 of the holy Spirit. To this glorious remedy freely 
Fered in the goſpel, let us make ſpeedy application, 


:at ſo we may enjoy a happinefs inconceivable aud 


ternal. 


HIS 
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HISTORY AND CHARACTER OF JONAIT. 


Joxan 1v. 9. 10. II. 


And Gor ſaid to Jonan, Doft thou ell to be angry for the rourd b 
And be faid, T do well to be angry, even unto death, 


Then ſaid the Lord, Thou haſt had pity on the GOURD, for the which 
thou haſt not laboured, neither madeſt it grow, which came uf in 4 
night, and periſhed in a night : 


And ſbould T not ſhare N1NEVEH, that great city, woherein are more 
than fixſcore thouſand perſons, that canuct diſieru between ihcir 11218 . 
band and their left hand, and alſo much cattle * 


HESE words are the expollulation of God 

with the prophet Jonah, for his diſpleaſure at 

the Ninevites being ſpared, on their repentance. They 
inform us of the method uſed to reconcile him to this 
diſpenſation, and exhibit, in a ſtriking manner, the 


forbearance of God to his impatient and diſobedicnt 


ſervant. I purpoſe, from them, to take occzlion to 


conſider the hiſtory and chara&er of Jonah. 
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W' find our bleſſed Lord fo often referring, in the 
New Teſtament, to Jonah, as muſt confirm our belief 
of his hiſtory, and ſhow us that it contains ſome im. 
portant inſtcution. Profane wits, indeed, both «f 
former and latter days, have treated this part of ſcrip. 
ture as a wild romance, and made it the ſubje& of their 
ridicule. But, though it muſt be allowed to be very 
ſurpriſing, yet, when fairly conſidered, nothing will be 


found abſurd or incredible. 


Ler us, firſt, attend briefly to the hiſtory ; thea to 
the difficultics and objections which have been raiſed; 
and finally make ſuch refle&ions as the whole may 


ſuggelt. 


Joxan the ſon of Amittai was one of the moſt an- 
The on 


nion of ſome, that he was the ſon of the widow of $a- 


cient among thoſe uſually called prophets. 


repta, and whom Elijah reſtored to life, appears to be 
without foundation. He lived in the reigns of Joaſh 
and Jeroboam the Second, kings of Iſrael ; but the 
firſt of theſe did not reign until ſixty years after the 
tranſlation of Elijah. Beſides, Jonah was an Hebrew, 
as he bimſclf informs us; * a native of Gath-hepber,} 
in the tribe of Zebulon ; whereas Sarepta was a city 
of Sidon, which lay without the confines of Iſracl. 


* Chap. i. 9. 


+ 2 Kings xiv. 25. 
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Tr1s prophet being ordered to go to Nineveh, and 
enounce againſt the inhabitants the judgments of 
:od for their great wickedneſs, and exhort them to 
epentance, refuſed to obey the divine command. We 
re told that he roſe up to flee from the preſence of the 
'ord ; * not that we can ſuppoſe him to have been 
ynorant of the univerſal preſence of God ; but, that by 
\ceing from the place where God more peculiarly ma- 
ifeſted his gracious preſence, he hoped that the Spirit 
}f prophecy would no longer move or urge him to a 


zufincſs which he wiſhed to avoid. He accordingly 


mbarked at Joppa for Tarſus, a city in Cilicia, How 


rain were his imaginations! And how bitter the fruit 
f his diſobedience !—The veſſel had no ſooner put to 
ſca, than the Lord cauſed a mighty tcmpell to ariſe ; 
o ſudden, fo furious, and ſo inceſſant, as to threaten 
mmediate ruin. All on board were in the utmolt con- 
ternation, fave Jonah, who, ſtrange to tell, amidit the 
tollings of the veſſel, the hurry, coufuſion, and cries of 
the mariners, was faſt aſleep. A deadly lumber, both 
cf mind and body, appears to have ſeized him. Jn 
fuch circumſtances, well might the ſhip-maiter with 


ſurpriſe and indignation addreſs him, hat mcane/, 


foou, O fleeper ! Ariſe, call upon thy God, if ( bethat Cod 


will think upon us, that <ve periſh not, Þ 
* Chap. "M 6, T Chap. 2 6, 
Go 2 
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Taz ſtorm was of ſo uncommon a nature, as to lea 
the mariners to ſuſpe, that for the great crime of 
ſome perſon on board, it was ſent as a judgment from 
heaven upon them. 'To ſind out the guilty perſon, they 
calt lots, and Providence was pleaſed to point out Jc- 
nah. They then interrogated him as to this matter, 
ard he frecly confeſſed what he had done, They far. 


ther aſked him, in what way they ſhould proceed witl, 


him, in order to appeaſe Heaven. He adviſed them, 
as the only mcan of their preſcrvation, to take him up 
and caſt him forth into the fea. "This they were unwil. 
ling to do; but finding that their moſt ſtrenuous exer- 
tions to gain a harbour were ineffectual, and that they 
were all likely to periſh, they complied with his ad- 
vice ; praying, at the ſame time, that any guult as to 
lis death might not be imputed to them. —The wind; 
ceaſed to blow, and the billows to rage. A calm in- 
ſtantly ſucceeded. All were ftruck with the power 
and goodneſs of the Lord ;, they offered ſacrifice to 


him for their deliverance, and made vows. 


Taty, no doubt, conſidered Jonah as now lot! ; 
but his preſervation was effeed in a wonderful man- 
ner. The Lord had prepared a great fiſh, which ſwal- 
lowed up Jonah unhurt ; and in the belly of which 4c 
continued three days and three nights. Tn this dark 


and diſmal abode, he made his voyage not on; but un- 
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cer the water. He ſpread no canvaſs to the gale ; 
ner did he ſteer by a helm, or dire& his courſe by a 
compaſs ; but a mighty whale of the ocean conveyed 


him through the watery deep. 


Tre prophet, being brought to a ſenſe of his ſin 
and folly, made his ſupplications to God, and the fiſh, 
by divine order, returned him ſafely to ſhore. He 
praiſed God in ſolemn and lofty ſtrains for his deliver- 
ance. - The floods compaſſed me about, all thy billows and 
thy waves paſſed over me. The waters compaſſed me about 
even to the ſoul 5 the depth cloſed me round about, the aweeds 
were wrapped about my head, I went down to the bot- 
toms of the mountains : The earth with her bars was 
about me forever : Yet haft thou brought up my fe from 
corruption, O Lerd my God.* 


Joxan, no longer now diſputed an obedience to the 
divine command. Puniſhed and humbled for ks er- 
ror, he went ſtraightway to Nineveh, and delivered his 
meſſage with firmneſs and reſolution. The Ninevites 
believed God, proclaimed a faſt, and turned from their 
evil ways; and God, ſeeing their humiliation and-re- 
pentance, was pleaſed to reſpite the doom pronounced 


againft them. 


v7 Chap. I, 3—6, 
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THis forbearance, however, of God, diſþpleaſed 75- 


nah exceedingly, and he was very angry.* He prayed 
that his life might be taken from him. Retiring to 
ſome little diſtance from the city, he erected a booth, 


to ſhade him from the ſcorching ſun, and there waited 


to ſee the event of his predition. 'The Lord, ſtill bear. | 


ing with the iafirmities of his ſervant, by a circumſtance 
in providence pacitied and reconciled his diſturbed 
mind. In the ſandy and parched ſoil, the Lord caul- 
£d a plant to ſpring up; called in our tranſlation a 
gourd; by ſome tranſlated z2y ; and by others thought 
' to have been a plant different from either of theſe, and 
peculiar to that country, which afforded Jonah a ſalu- 
tary ſhade. He wes pleaſed and thankful. But this, 
like all temporal bleſſings, was of ſhort continuance, 
The very next morning, a worm gnawed it, 10 that it 
withered. When the ſun aroſe, which is, at any time 
hot in that country, and was now the more intolera- 
ble, by reaſon of a vehement eaſt-wind, which the 
Lord direted to blow ;—the united force of both 
beating upon Jonah's head, he fainted, grew weary ct 
his life, and again <viſhed in himſelf to die. "The Lord 
now taught him the unreaſonableneſs of his temper aud 
condut, He expoſtulated with him in the words ct 


the text. As though he had ſaid, © If thon wonl.* 
#* Chap, iv, I, 
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ave ſpared the gourd, a ſhort lived plant, and which 


hou hadft no care or trouble in rearing, canſt thou ar- 
aign my condutt for ſparing the large and populous 
ity of Nineveh, containing more than one hundred 
nd twenty thouſand innocent children ? Is the one to 
2e compared with the other ? Are not even the lives of 
he cattle much ſuperior to the weed for which thou 
nourneſt? What unreaſonableneſs, ſelfiſhneſs ; yea, 


what cruelty 1s diſcovered in thy temper !”? 


ArTER this we have no certain account of Jonah, 
The hiſtory begins and ends abruptly, This much 1s 
written for our inſtruction. — Before we make any uſes 
of this hiſtory, let us attend "to ſome difficulties and 


obictions which have been raiſed. 


THz two main difficulties are, firſt, in reſpe& to the 
unwillingneſs of Jonah to go to Nineveh ; and ſecond- 
ly, in reſpe to the fiſh which ſwallowed him, and his 


continuance ſo long in ſuch circumſtances. 


FigsT, As to his unwillingneſs. Why did he decline 
the errand ? Can any probable reaſons be given for this 
range conduct ?—It might be ſaid, that, in caſe his 
preaching to the Ninevites ſhould be ſucceſsful in bring- 
'ng them to repentance, he was afraid of the reproach 


it would be to his own country-men, The Jews had 
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long enjoyed means above other nations; they had 
prophets continually among them to inſtru& them in 
the will of God ; and yet they diſcovered an irreclaim. 
able temper. Tf then theſe Gentiles ſhould hearken to 
the admonitions of God, it would caſt a refleton up. 
on that nation to which the prophet belonged, and for 


the honor of which he was jealous. 


THz prophet himſelf has ſuggeſted another reaſon 
for his unwillingneſs, and that is the great mercy of 
God to finners on their repentance. His words are, 
O Lord, was not this my ſaying,when { was yet in my COUR- 
try ? Therefore I fled before unto T arſhiſh 5 for 1 knew 
that thou art a gracious God and merciful, ſlow to arger 
and of great kindneſs, and repenteſt thee of the evil.* Jo- 
nah conſidered his own reputation too much, I! 
was afraid of being accounted a falfe prophet ; of ha- 
ving no regard paid to his predictions hereafter. To 


this his conduct 1s generally imputed, 


PROBABLY, however, a great cauſe of his unwilling- 
neſs was the difficulty and danger which he apprehei- 
ed from the undertaking. He was in danger of being 
ridiculed and abuſed, whether he was believed or not, 
for being the meſſenger of ſuch unwelcome tidings. 
We find Moſes and Gideon making their ſeveral cx- 

* Chap. iv. 2, 
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uſes, when employed by God on important underta- 
kings. Behold, I am of uncircumciſed lips, ſays the one, 
and how fha!l Pharaoh hearken unto me 9* 1 am the leaſt 
n my father”s houſe, ſays the other, wherewith ſhall 7 
ave {jrael 5 So Jonah might have thought, that he 
was wholly unequal to the work ; a ſtranger with- 
out authority, or any thing to command notice ; and 
wiſhed that ſome other prophet of ſuperior talents and 
influence might be employed. He diſtruſted the pow- 
er of God, and this led him into diſobedience of his 


command. 


WuuLE theſe things are mentioned as reaſons which 
might have operated in his mind, they are not offered 
as excuſes for his conduct. They ſhow, indeed, that 
he was not without ſome temptation ; but his con- 
duR in the whole buſineſs was peeviſh and refrac- 
tory, His character appears in a very unfavorable 


bght. He was proud, paſſionate, peeviſh, and cruel. 


Wrar pride appears 1n ſetting up his own honor in 
9ppoſition to that of God ! In preferring his own cha- 


rafter as a prophet to any other conſideration ! 


War paſſion appears in wiſhing more than once 
tor death ! In daring to reply to his Maker that he did 
well to be angry even unto death ! 


* Nx0d, vi. 30, + Judges vi.I5, 
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WHAT a picture of peevi/hneſs does he exhibit in the 
whole of his behaviour! Under the ſlighteſt evils, frct- 


ful and impatient ! 


Waar cruelty is evident in deſiring the deſtruction 
of the great city of Nineveh ! It is ſuppoſed, by the bet 
computation, to have contained fix hundred thouſand 
inhabitants. Their numerous flocks and herds were 
not victims ſufficient, but ſo vaſt a number of human 
beings muſt be facrificed to gratify his humour! 7 
know that thow art a gracious God and merciful ; as 
though he had found fault with the attributes of Deity; 
with that mercy, which, at the very moment, was c:+ 


erciſcd towards himſelf. 


| Bur while we thus paint the charaQer, let us ad- 
mire the freeneſs and ſovereignty of divine grace which 
dwells with ſo much imperfeQion. This man, with 
all his infirmities, was the object of God's ſpecial izvor, 
and was employed in carrying on his gracious deligt's. 
Another prophet might have been ſent ; but the more 
unſit the inſtrument, in human view, the greater glory 
redounds to God, The more conſpicuous 1s his power 
in thus accompliſhing his purpoſes. We may apply 
here the words of the apoſtle, when ſpeaking of the 
propagation of the goſpel ; For you ſee your catling, 
brethren, how that not many wiſe men after the fleſhy n&i 


th! 
T! 
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many mighty, not many noble are called. But God hath 
choſen the fooliſh things of the world, to confound the wife 3 
and God hath choſen the veal things of the world to con- 
found the things which are mighty ; and vaſe things of Ile 
evorld, and things which are deſpiſed, hath God choſen, 
yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things 


that are 3 that no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence.* 


A $£cond difficulty is, in reſpe& to the fiſh which 
ſwallowed Jonah, and his continuance there for ſo long 
a time. What was this fiſh ? In the New Teſtament it 
13 expreſsly faid to be a vhale.F But 1t 1s immaterial 
to inſiſt here. Whatever was the ſpecies, it was @ 
great fi/þ prepared by God 3 and therefore competent - 
to the purpoſe. | 


As to the continuance of Jonah for ſo long a time 
in the belly of the fiſh, inſtead of philoſophizing on 
this, 1t 1s at beſt at once to reſolve it into a miracle. 
There is the ſame reaſon for believing this, as any 
other miracle. What is a miracle, but a deviation 
from, or an alteration of the general and ſtated laws 
of nature? Ts it ſaid that Jonah could not live ſo long 
in the ſtomach ofa fiſh? I anſwer, that even admit- 
ting he could not in the ordinary courſe of things, yet. 

* I Cor, i, 26-29. + Mat, xii, 40, 
Hh | 
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God could with infinite eaſe ſuſpend the laws of na 


Lure, and preſerve his life in this unnatural habitation, 


un 
Was not this as eaſy as to preſerve the three youn;r "E 
men cilt into a burning fiery furnace ? Upon whoſe Ls. 
dies the fire had no pozyer, nor vas an bair of their head 
finged, neither were their coats changed, nor the ſmell f il att 
fire bad paſſed on. them, * Was it not as eaſy as to ſtop S 
the mouths of the lions when Danicl was thrown inty an! 
their den? Or to raiſe Lazarus after he had been dcad ly 
four days ? Where is the objection to the one, that Mn 
will not apply to the other ? Yea, to all miracles what- o- 
ſoever ? Cannot he, in whoſe hand our breath is, prc- 
ſerve it in the water, as well as in the hire ? Hath be en: 


not made the ſea and the dry land? Hath he not formed pe 
the whale which maketh the deep to buil like a pot, as well T] 


as the lion which oareth after its prey? Doth the priſon tif 
of the grave give up at his command ? And ſhall he not of 
embar his ſervant in the ribs of a whale ?-None who io 
admit the exiſtence of a God will deny, that with him 
all things are pcflible. of 
Rs | nil 
Bur, another objection has been raiſed here. It hz: "6 
been faid that God doth not work miracles unne- f 
ceſſarily ; that the one contended for appears to bc th 
150 great and expenſive for the oecalion ; ; that no end < 


” Dan. lil. 37; 
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3 
was to be anſwered, except to ſave Jonah, who wag 
undeſerving, and whom God could have arreſted bes 


fore he went to ſea. 


Now, though we-go beyond our depth, when we 
attempt to account for the works and deſigns of God ; 
yet ſeveral important ends preſent themſelves, to be 
anſwered by this miracle. We muſt not confine it mere- 
ſy to the preſervation of Jonah. Though this appears 
to be the immediate deſign, yet, it 1s probable, that 


it was intended for other purpoſes more remote. 


It was a puniſhment to the prophet for his diſobedi- 
ence, and it brought him to ſincere confeſſion and re- 
pentance. It was to him mercy mixed with judgment. 
That he viewed his confinement 1n the fiſh as a chaſ- 
tiſement is plain from his own words; Þ cried by reaſon 
of mine afſiition unto the Lord, and he heard me ; out of 
the belly of hell cried 1, and thou heardeſt my vouce.* 


BesiDEs, there is no reaſon to confine the benefit 
of thus miracle, either to the preſervation, or the pu- 
niſhment of Jonah. Tt might have been farther in- 
tended for the converſion of the mariners ; eſpecially, 
if we ſuppoſe that they were made acquainted with 


the ſingular deliverance. They had been already wit- 


neſſes of the power of the true God, in the prodigious 
* Chap. ii, 2, 


CTC DC. DE OS eas —_—— — Ig" mn 


$52 HISTORY AND 


-tempeſt which had overtaken them, and of his good- 
neſs in the calm which ſucceeded. "Theſe circumitan. 
ces had made the moſt favorable impreſſions upon them, 
How great muſt have been their ſurpriſe, to ſee the man 
whom they had caſt into the midſt of the ſea, fafely 


arrived at land; and to hear from him the aſtoniſhing | 


method of his preſervation ! Muſt it not have convin- 
ced them, that the God of Iſrael was a great God and a 
great King above all Gods ? That he was able to do 


whatſoever he fleaſed in heaven and in earth, in the fear 


and all deep Places. 


Moreover, this wonderful work which God 
wrought would give weight and authority to the pre- 
diftions of Jonah. If we ſuppoſe, what 18s indeed pro- 
| bable, that the Ninevites were informed of this miracle, 
either by ſome of thoſe who had been witneſſes of it 
accompanying Jonah, or by other means, we will ſec 
a good reaſon why they attended to his meſſage and re- 
pented at lis preaching. This ſign diſplayed the power 
of that God from whom Jonah came; and while it mz- 
nifeited his mercy in ſending them warning, it loudly 


proclaimed his juſtice and power to take vengeance for 
their 1n1quities. 


'  CovnnD no other reaſons be mentioned for this mi- 

racle, theſe are ſufficient to ſhow that it was neceſlary, 

and worthy of an infinitcly wiſe God. | 
* Pſalm cxxxve 6, 
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Burt the moſt weighty reaſon remains yet to be ad- 
ded, and which throws a luſtre upon the whole tranſ-- 
aGtion. This is mentioned by our bleſſed Saviour. 
An evil and adulterous generation feeketh after a ſign, and 
there ſhall no fign be given to it, but the ſign of the prophet 
Tongs. For as Fonas was three days and three nights in 
the whale's belly ; ſo ſhall the Son of man be ihree days and. 
three nights in the heart of the carth. * Jonah, then, was 
a type of Chriit ; and his abode 1n the belly of the 
whale, a prefiguration of our Lord's continuance in 
the heart of the earth. 'There-1s ſome reaſon to believe 
too, that the type and the antitype agreed in this re- 
ſpe, that as our Lord was: but one whole day and 
part of two more in the grave, ſo Jonah continued no-__ 
longer in the deep ; and yet, according to the Hebrew 
way of computation, both can be truly ſaid to have: 
been three days, and three nights in their reſpeQive con-- 


inements.. 


& 'Tae great deſign then of this miracle, in the per-- 
ſon of Jonah, was to coufirm in future ages the impor- 
tant and fundamental article of our faith, upon which 
the Chriſtian religion depends—the reſurrection of 
Chriſt ; And that whenever the reality of that fa, 
as it is related in the New T'cRament, came to be called: 


*. Matt, X11, 39» AQ, 
: Lb 2. 
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in queſtion, we might be furniſhed with a parall«l 


inſtance of the mughty power of God, recorded in 
the old.” 


Havinc conſidercd this extraordinary hiſtory with 
the principal difficulties and objetions, as briefly ag 
the ſubje& would admit, let us now attend to a ſcw re- 


fiections upon the whole. 


FirsT, We learn that the grace of God 1s beſtowed 
on men of all ſorts of diſpoſition ; on the fierce as well 
as the mild, on the froward as well as the gentle, on 
the fretful as well as the patient. 'The name Jonah 
ſ:gnifies a dove ; but it was far from indicating the 
temper of this prophet. Though religion. corrcas 
and regulates the natural temper, yet it does not era- 
dicate it. The original caſt of the mind flill remains, 
and will diſcover its proneneſs to certain things, when 
not immediately under the influence of grace. Hence 
It 1s, that religious perſons are ſometimes found Icts 
agreeable in their manners, than others of a different 
charaQer. 'This being the caſe, it ought to Icad us to 
the exerciſe of patience and forbearance. We ovght 
not to expeQ perſection 1n any, but make due allow- 
ance for thoſe infirmities which cleave to human na- 
ture. We are to conſider, that if God bear with ſuch, 
much more ought we, who may be liable to the ſame, 


or greater infirmities, 
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SECONDLY, Let none hope to eſcape unpuniſhed, 
who”aCt in direct oppoſition to the will of God. Let 
the example of Jonah be a warning to all the children 
of God, to yield a ready and checrful obedience to his 
commands. "Their own reputation, eaſe and ſafety, 
are of little or no weight in the ſcale. Theſe, they 
ought to commit into the hand of God, who 1s able 
and faithful to guide and prote& them. -Aftlictions, 
are the certain conſequence of their diſobedience. 
Though they cannct fall into final condemnation, yet 
they will be chaſtened for their ſins. Jf they break my 
Natutes, and keeep not my commandments, ſaith the Lord, 
then will T viſit their tranſgreſſion with the rod, and their 
miguity with flripes. Nevertheleſs, my loving kindneſs 
evil Þ not utterly take from him, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs 
i fail, My covenant will 7 not break, nor alter the thing 


that is gone out of my lips.* "This leads me to obſerve, 


ThrirDLy, The benefit of afliions to the people 
of God. Theſe bring their fins to remembrance, and 
awaken a ſenſe of their duty within them. Jonah 
flept ſoundly, as though he had had a good conſcience, 
until the billows threatened to overwhelm him. "Then 
ke ſaw and confeſſed his error. After he had been 
caſt into the dark and awful dungeon, he fled from the 
execution of his office no longer, but haftened to ful. 


_ * Plalm Ixxzix, 31,33, 
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fil it —While we remark in him the neceſlity and bene- 
fit of afflitions, we diſcover alſo a temper truly pious, 
With all his failings, he loved the Lord, and returned 
to obedience. Wicked men harden themſelves under 
aflition, and aſcribe their deliverance to human 
means ; to accident or fortune z but Jonah's heart was 
ſoftened, and he gave to God the glory which was due, 
In the midſt of wrath, he ſtill looked for mercy, 
Though he had fled from the preſence of his God, and 
was, therefore, by an awful providence, excluded from 
| the light of day, buricd alive in the midſt of the ſea, 
yet he raiſed his deſires to the throne of grace. Þ[ am 
cafl out of thy fight, ſaid he, yet will 1 look again toward 
thy holy temple. * Here was the exerciſe of his faith 
and hope. 'Though preſſed low, yet his confidence in 
God was not deſtroyed. He truſted that a calm would 
ſucceed the tempeſt, and morning hight remove the 
black and thick darkneſs. | 


aſtigions, how long continued and prievous ſoever, 


Belevers, in all your 


put your truſt in God, He will not caſt you forever 
from his ſight. Wait upon him, and he will, in duc 
time, lift you up. | 


FovxTHLy, We learn from the charaQer of Jonah; 
that the deſires of deeth in good men, may proceec: 


from. improper principles z from an unwillingneſs t9: 


ks Chap. ll, 4s. 
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encounter the difficulties towhich they are called; from 
undue paſſion ; and from a diſſatisfaftion with the deal- 
ings of Providence. Theſe are ſigns that grace has 
not, at the time, its juſt influence. What were the 
difficulties with which Jonah had to ſtruggle, com+ 
pared with thoſe of the apoſtie Paul? Was Jonah 
afraid of his reputation or perſon ? 'The apoſtle ſuifer- 
ed in both. Did Jonah endure the temporary incon- 
venience of a hot ſun and a ſultry wind ? The 2poltle 
endured /7rtpes, bonds, and impriſonments. And yet the 
apoſtle, under all theſe ſuſſerings, was contented to 
abide in the fleſh, that he might promote the glory of 
God : Whereas Jonah, in a peeviſh humor, wiſtcd to 
die, JHow noble and diſintereſted the conduct of the 
one! How little and ſelfiſh that of the other ! In the 
one we behold the genuine effect of grace; in the 
My 


believing friends, harbour no repining thoughts in 


other we have to lament the want of it. 


your minds z much leſs, let raſh expreſſions eſcape your 
lips. Remember that you perform the will of God, 
by living, and by patiently ſuffering, all that he 1s 
pleaſed to bring upon you. The evils of life are great- 
ly increaſed by our impatience and ill-humor. What 
are the little ruſles we meet with, that they ſhould 
Uiturb our peace ? What the little comforts of which 


we are deprived, that we ſhould repine at the loſs of 
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them? Like Jonah's gourd, we are to expe them to: 

| be of ſhort continuance. Some worm 1s always rea- 
dy to gnaw the root. While, in the mean time, we 
rejoice in the ſhade, let us remember, that it may wi- 
ther ere *tis night, Though the ſun ſhonld beat upon 
us, it 1s ſtill better to /zve than to die, if this be the 
will of God. Let us ſuſtain with chriſtian fortitude 
and patience, the evils which befal us ; neither invok- 


ng death before the time, nor anxiouſly ſhunning its, 


approach. 
I H4ave one other uſe to make of this liſtory ; and / 
that 18, to call your attention to the repentance of the ; 
Ninevitess The words which our blefſed Lord ad- : 
dreſſed to the Scribes and Phariſees are, with equal 
force and propriety, addreſſed now to us ; The men of : 
Nineveh ſhall riſe in judgment with this generation, and | R 
ſtall condemn it, becauſe they repented at the preaching of : 
Fonas ; and behold, a greater than Fonas is here.* It . 
thoſe, who enjoyed only the light of nature, repented FF n 
at the preaching of a prophet ſent to them from a Y 
frange nation, what might be expced from others 1 
who enjoy greater light and ſuperior privileges ? Are 
not thoſe who are favored with a revelation molt in- : 
excuſable, if they continue in impenitence ? Will not : 


* Matt, xu. 4T. 


CO i Am a Ar ee RS 


CHARACTER OF-JONAH. 359 


tze heathen appear as witneſles againſt ſuch, and 


prove their condemnation juſt? 


War ſhall the infidels of our day ſay for them- 
{elves ? The people of Nineveh believed God ; they ac- 
knowledged the miſfion of Jonah and hearkened to lus | 
meſſage ; but the faithleſs generation of which I ſpeak 
will not hearken, though a greater than Jonas, even 
the Son of God hath ſpoken to them. They reject both 
the type and the antitype. They equally diſbelieve 
the miracle wrought upon Jonah, and that Jeſus of Na- 
zareth roſe from the grave by his own power. The 
men of Nineveh ſhall riſe in judgment with them, and ſhall 


condemn them. 


Wrar muſt be the condition of thoſe among us, 
who, under all the means we enjoy, are ſtill in their 
lins? How oftea have we been exhorted to repent- 
ance? How often warned of that deltruction which 
awaits us ?—At length be perſuaded to confeſs and 
forſake your ſins, _ Godis gracious and merciful, ſlow to 
anger and of great Lindneſs, There is redemption through 
the Lod of Chrift, the forgiveneſs of ſins, according ts 
the riches of his grace, The way of ſalvation 1s clearly 
revealed to you, O, periſh not by your own obſtina- 
cy and folly, There is an appointed time beyond 
witch God will have no longer patience with you, The 
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city of Nineveh was now refpited ; but, having relapf. 
ed into its former ſins, God executed his threatening : 
and he will, in the other world, pour out his wrath up- 
on all impenitent ſinners, While then the day co 


grace laſts ; while God is warning you, and inviting 


you by his miniſters to turn and live, improve the pre- 


cious ſeaſon. Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, 
call ye upon him while he is near. Let the wicked forſale 
his «cay, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; and {: 
hin return unto the Lord, and he will have mersy vp9: 
him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.* 

* Iſaiah Iv. 6. 7. 
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